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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Grete Howard, UK;
Christiane Niemann, Germany;
Amartya Mukherjee, Bangalore;
Ananya Ghosh, Kolkata;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Dr Paritosh Nandi, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

Illustrations By: 
Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 
A family of Gentoo penguins
Port Lockroy, Antarctica

Photo by 
Amartya Mukherjee, Bangalore

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

The interest of travellers in polar tourism is on the rise. For the adventure 
enthusiasts a travel to the Polar Regions, being a test of endurance and 
fitness, signifies the ultimate exploration. Truly travel to the polar areas 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. This issue of Touriosity is dedicated 
to Polar Tourism. The issue seems more dreamlike than real. It covers 
extremely unusual destinations, adventures, journeys, wildlife, food, Inuit 
culture and some amount of history too, thus making a reading very 
interesting and informative at the same time. Away from the central 
theme, there is also an article on Artist’s Impression of Hoi An in Vietnam.
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Polar tourism is a test of endurance, patience, fitness and good 
health. Before embarking on a testing adventure to the Arctic or 
Antarctic regions it is important to look up all necessary informa-
tion about fitness requirements and safety and precaution meas-
ures. LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS. 
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The desire to travel to the Polar Regions is not new; the poles 
have aroused the curiosity of mankind for more than a cen-
tury. Almost a hundred and ten years ago (in December 1911), 
a team of Norwegian explorers under the command of Roald 
Amundsen successfully made it to the South Pole for the first 
time. A little more than a month later the second successful 
expedition happened thereto under the leadership of British 
explorer Robert Falcon Scott. Thereafter, after a few unsuccess-
ful attempts involving casualties, the next successful expedition 
happened only in 1958. Since the 1960s successful expeditions 
became more regular which, in course of the next couple of dec-
ades, naturally resulted in increased tourism interest of people. 

As for the North Pole, for a long time it was believed that Rob-
ert Peary had made the first successful expedition here in 1909. 
There were other claimants too. But much later their accounts 
were disputed. The first undisputed claim of successful explo-
ration to the North Pole was found to be that of Norwegian 
explorer Roald Amundsen again, this time with his US sponsor 
Lincoln Ellsworth aboard an airship called Norge in 1926. Set-
ting foot on the North Pole however came much later in 1948 
by a Soviet team consisting of 24 people. Thereafter many suc-
cessful expeditions happened. Interestingly, Sir Edmund Hillary, 
the first man to summit the Mount Everest, also had the distinc-
tion of being on successful expeditions to both the North Pole 
and South Pole.
 
Historically the North Pole and South Pole have been beyond 
thinking of travellers. Polar travel was more about navigating 

along the periphery of the Arctic and Antarctic icecaps in luxurious cruise ships. Later came the expedition cruises that permitted the travellers 
to set foot on the icecaps. Decades later the two types of cruises were combined and luxury expedition cruises were made available to travel-
lers. Some of these luxury cruise ships also come with helicopters and zodiacs on board. With the help of these one could reach the Poles or 
navigate the waters to reach areas that big cruise ships could not reach.

Global warming has resulted in rising temperatures in both the Arctic and Antarctic Regions, thus making tourism all the more feasible for 
regular tourists and not just a prerogative of trained and professional explorers. As a result, the interest of travellers in polar tourism is on the 
rise. Today, polar tourism features rather more frequently on the bucket of travellers, not just the intrepid ones. The cruises have opened their 
doors to travellers of all ages, from 8 to 99. But there is a huge cost involved in cruises and in travel to the North Pole and the South Pole. So, 
unfortunately, not all can make it. About 56,000 people make it to the Antarctica every year and about 80,000 visit the Arctic Region annu-
ally. Of these roughly 1,000 people visit the North Pole and only a few hundreds visit the South Pole each year. Till date, only a few thousand 
tourists have visited the South Pole. Evidently, travelling to the North Pole is comparatively easier than travelling to the South Pole.

For the adventure enthusiasts the Polar Regions mean the ultimate exploration, a once-in-a-lifetime thing. The experiences one gather in 
the Arctic and Antarctic are incredible to say the least. It is a combination of many memorable individual experiences - a daunting voyage 
through the infamously rough Drake’s Passage which is often claimed to be the world’s most dangerous sea crossing, setting foot on the 
White Continent, witnessing some stunning natural scenes with the naked eyes, followed by a rendezvous with the most unusual wildlife, 
being penguins, seals, polar bears, whales, a variety of birds and so on. Those who are fortunate to experience these, proudly make it to the 
elite club of travellers.

This issue is truly unique; the articles and images might seem more dreamlike than real. It is focussed on Polar Tourism and includes stories from 
the two extreme corners of the world, the North Pole and the South Pole. Touriosity is thankful to its contributors for such wonderful stories 
and images. We hope our readers will enjoy reading the articles and looking at the images. Send us your feedback at ttmag.english@gmail.com
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To make your reading through TOURIOSITY 
TRAVELMAG better, here’s presenting a quick 
glance at the various sections and features in 
the magazine.

DESTINATION
It introduces the readers to various destinations 
in India with an emphasis on at least one desti-

nation from each region. It provides an in-depth informa-
tion on the locations. In addition, there is also handy tour-
ist information to help our readers plan ahead of trips.

AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
A travelling artist makes it to faraway lands 
and brings memories in the form of impressive 

water colour paintings. This section is a visual treat and 
interesting to read at the same time. 

FEATURE
Here we bring to our readers an article based 
on the theme of the issue not necessarily focus-

sing on travelling or travel information. 

MEMOIRS OF A BACKPACKER
A new adventure every time in an entirely new 
place across the globe by a solo female back-

packer. We follow the locals she meets, the unusual things 
she comes across, the surprises she gets and the problems 
she faces in her journeys with a backpack across the world.

TRAVELOGUE
In this section we bring travel experiences of one of 
our readers from popular places around the world. 

PHOTO TRAVELOGUE
Here we bring to our readers a travelogue in 
photos.

GLOBETROTTER’S DIARY 
This section explores the world of a globetrot-
ter, whose passion is to travel, travel and travel 

more. It brings to readers unique facts and information 
from remote corners of the world. 

PHOTO FEATURE
In photo feature, we cover the theme of a particu-
lar issue in photographs from one of our readers. 

SNAPSHOT 
This section is an ideal one for quick browsing. 
It provides interesting information from across 

the globe with a focus on the theme of the issue.

AT A GLANCE 
A quick look at a destination. Here, we bring 
to our readers locations from the lesser beaten 

paths in otherwise popular touristy regions.

POINT OF VIEW
Here we bring to our readers useful articles 
with offbeat content. The idea is to give you 

the stimulus for thinking. It covers important issues that 
are in some way connected to travel and tourism.

ADVENTURE
We present here stories of unique adventures 
undertaken by our readers in some part of the 

world with a focus on the issue theme.

MOUNTAINEERING / TREKKING
This section focuses solely on trekking and 
mountaineering adventures across the world.

COUNTRYSCAPE / CITYSCAPE
Here we introduce a new country / city each 
time. We bring to our readers facts and photos 

of people, culture, locales, tourist places, food and tradi-
tions of a country / city. Our aim is to take our readers on 
a magical journey of an unseen land. 
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Antarctica - the White Continent

The White Continent at the bottom of 
the world has ever been shrouded in 
mystery. But today, the dream of trav-
elling to this seventh continent does 
not seem unachievable any more. A 

daunting voyage through the infamous 
Drake’s Passage, the incredibly white 

landscape, stunning natural wonders, wildlife 
species like penguins, seals, and a variety of birds, all 

make Antarctica truly memorable. This article by Amartya 
Mukherjee comes with spectacular images and lucid story 
telling that make for a wonderful reading experience.

Arctic Region, a photo
feature

This is a photo feature of various 
destinations falling in the Arctic Re-
gion. It brings to our readers amazing 
images from Russia, Canada and the 
US, apart from Norway, Sweden and Finland.  
Photos are by Grete Howard. 
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The Norwegian Arctic

This is an article about the spectacu-
lar Norwegian Arctic Region. The 
focus of the article is on the fau-
nal beauty of this region. Readers 
may also find here the information 
about travel to the North Pole from 

anywhere in the Norwegian Arctic. 
The photos are by Amartya Mukherjee 

and the excerpts are from one of his previous 
articles published in Touriosity. 

Amazing Greenland

Greenland is home to one of the two 
permanent glacial ice sheets in the 
world (the other one being in Ant-
arctica). It is the world’s largest is-
land that is not a continent. This 
article brings to readers more about 
this autonmous region under the 
Danish Realm. Photos are by Grete How-
ard.  
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More about Antarctica

Travel to this seventh continent is 
an unforgettable experience. This 
article has spectacular photos by 
Grete Howard and contains all 
the necessary information about 
travel to this continent. The faunal 
diversity of this region has been beauti-
fully captured by Grete. Readers will also find 
some very interesting information about Antarctica 
in this article.

Artist’s Impression of Hoi An

This issue of Touriosity also has an illus-
trative travelogue by Spanish Watercol-
our artist Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, but 
as usual, it is not related to our central 
theme. This article is a pictorial narrative 

of his trip to Hoi An in Vietnam. The vi-
brant brushstrokes of the artist are indeed 

capable of transporting readers to this beau-
tiful place at once.
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The tales of audacious adventurers, who braved the elements to 
quench their thirst for exploration, had fascinated me since child-
hood. Stories about the conquests of the poles, particularly the more 
inaccessible South Pole, had been a source of childhood fantasies. 
Reading about the expeditions of pioneers such as Roald Amundsen, 
James Ross, Robert Scott and Ernest Shackleton had seeded in me an 
inner desire to explore the far corners of our world. And after having 
visited some of our world’s natural wonders such as Mount Everest 
and the Arctic, a voyage to the Antarctic was but a matter of time. 
I felt deeply moved by the inexplicable appeal of this remotest of 
places, a desolate dreamland at the bottom of the earth where the 
vast grandeur of nature reaches its pinnacle, in ways that are majestic 
and malevolent at the same time. 

My stars aligned for an Antarctic adventure in November 2019, five 
years after having travelled to the high Arctic. I was set to go to the 
Seventh Continent via Argentina, which is how nearly 90% of visitors 
reach the coldest, driest, and windiest continent in the world, and 
the only continent without any permanent human residents. Perhaps 
the last, large, truly pristine landscape left on Planet Earth. Unlike the 
north pole which is covered by the frozen waters of the Arctic Ocean, 
the south pole is within the massive Antarctic landmass, which at 14 
million square km, is bigger than Europe or Australia.         

The Emirates flight from Dubai to Buenos Aires via Rio De Janeiro 
was one of the longest I had ever taken. I had booked a window 
seat to try and make images of the desert landscapes as we moved 
across the Arabian Peninsula and then over Africa and finally 
reached the endless waters of the Atlantic. By the time we were 
somewhere over the mid-Atlantic I had fallen into an exhausted 
slumber and woke up only at the time of approaching the Brazilian 
shoreline. 

At Rio, most of us remained in our seats but the aircraft crew 
changed over. With the new crew operating the plane, we reached 
the Argentine capital later in the night, after what had been an 
almost eighteen-hour flight from Dubai. As the plane banked 
before landing, I created some aerial shots of the sparkling lights 
of Buenos Aires from the plane’s window. By the time I cleared 
customs and collected all my luggage it was quite late in the night 
and after a day-and-a-half of traveling from Bangalore, I was in 
desperate need of some shut eye. 

Just before that long flight to Latin America, I had spent the night 
waiting for my connecting flight at a sleep pod at the swanky 
Dubai International Airport, and I did not want to spend yet anoth-
er night in yet another airport! Especially, as a single traveller with 
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a fair amount of camera gear I could 
ill afford to fall asleep in a public area 
without adequate security arrange-
ments. I asked the local staff at the 
airport for whereabouts of any nearby 
hotels. They guided me to a small 
property that was just a ten-minute taxi 
drive away and I finally got a chance 
to recharge myself and the batteries 
of the myriad electronic equipment 

on which we are so dependent nowadays. Rejuvenated by six hours of 
undisturbed sleep, I was better placed to relish the early morning breakfast 
and, interestingly, what I loved the most was the wonderful quality of the 
milk that went with the cereals in Argentina. After fortifying myself with 
some extra helpings, I soon reached the airport, this time to take a longish 
domestic flight to the southernmost tip of Argentina – a city called Ushuaia, 
from where my photography expedition to the Antarctic would commence.  

The flight to Ushuaia was an interesting one as we traversed the enormous 
length of Argentina, which, like its neighbour Chile, makes up in latitude 
what it lacks in longitude. Despite being the 8th largest country in the world 
by physical area, right after India and ahead of Kazakhstan, Argentina, 
with about 45 million inhabitants, ranks only 32nd in the list of countries 
by population. As a result of the relatively low population density, there are 
still vast spaces of unspoilt natural beauty in that country. The last half-

an-hour of the flight proved rather exciting in terms of 
experiencing this natural beauty as we went right pass the 
towering ice-capped Andean peaks before flying over sea 
to land at the small but picturesque airport of Ushuaia, at 
the southern tip of the New World. The town of Ushuaia, 
overlooking the Beagle Canal, is surrounded by the 
Martial Mountain range that offers a unique combina-
tion of mountains, sea, glaciers, lakes and forests. A truly 
welcome break from the urban jungles that we have to 
spend much of our time in.  

I felt free and excited on having landed in Ushuaia, a 
town that is touted by the tourist brochures and internet 
websites as the world’s southernmost city. Early Novem-
ber was springtime down there in the southern hemi-
sphere and I zipped up my jacket as the wind was biting 
cold. The temperatures stayed just above zero degree 

1. A view of the Gentoo penguins using an iceberg as a diving 

board for fun;

2. Wandering round Ushuaia making photographs;

3. View of a lighthouse during a catamaran ride on Beagle Canal;

4. Ushuaia is the world’s southernmost city;

5. An aerial shot of the sparkling lights of Buenos Aires from the 

plane’s window.
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Celsius at Ushuaia at that time of the year, and once some wind 
protection was worn, it was quite pleasant to be out there in 
the open. My hotel was very conveniently located - a mere five-
minute walk from the beach. While my bedroom had idyllic views 
of the waters of the Beagle Channel, from the other side of the 
property one could see the mountains reaching above the clouds.  
 
A ramble through the streets of Ushuaia turned out to be a 
rewarding experience. Ushuaia has grown significantly in recent 
decades as it attracts not just intrepid Antarctic travellers using the 
port as an expedition base but also adventure-seekers such as ski-
ers, trekkers and wildlife-lovers who come to explore the rugged 
grandeur of the Tierra del Fuego region, comprising this southern-
most part of the Andes. Tierra del Fuego, shared between Chile 
and Argentina, is an archipelago, south of the Strait of Magellan 
that had been used by Ferdinand Magellan in 1520, to sail from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific as part of the first circum-navigation of 
the earth. 

A pocket map of Ushuaia provided by the hotel front desk proved 
to be of good use and I could wander round some of the streets 
of this small and picturesque city and make photographs of the 
boat-studded waters of the Beagle Channel, the steep streets 
leading up to the snow-capped mountains of the Martial Range 
and the plentiful bird life including the beautiful dolphin gulls and 
kelp gulls. 

I bought tickets to a catamaran boat-ride on the Beagle Channel, 
which at the very extreme tip of South America forms a natural 
boundary there between Chile and Argentina and also connects the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. This waterbody was named after the 
British ship Beagle, in which Charles Darwin explored the area in the 
1830s during his famous voyage which would eventually lead to his 
revolutionary theories on the origin and evolution of species. 

The two-and-a-half-hour catamaran ride was good fun and pro-
vided an opportunity to explore the fascinating fauna and stunning 
natural scenery of this exotic destination. I got good opportunities 
to shoot sea lions and the imperial shag or imperial cormorant. 
Wildlife in every corner of the earth has its unique characteristics 
and I got to learn that the noisy sea lions are different from seals 
- for example, they have external ears! And I also picked up new 
knowledge when I came across a giant flock of nesting black and 
white coloured cormorants, which, from a distance, I had assumed 
was a penguin colony! 

I learnt from the guide that when Europeans arrived at this far-
flung corner of the world some centuries ago, the Beagle channel 
and its surroundings were inhabited by the Yaghan or Yamana 
community, who survived on seabirds and mammals such as sea-
lions by hunting, fishing and gathering. As has generally been the 
story of indigenous people across the world, their numbers suf-
fered a steep decline and today very few pure-blooded inhabitants 
remain. The Yaghan people traditionally kept themselves warm by 
huddling around small fires when they could. The name given to 
the region by white men is “Tierra del Fuego” or land of fire, which 
was based on the many fires seen by passing European explorers 
such as Magellan in the 16th century. 

On 1st November, I was picked up from the hotel by the tour opera-
tor’s bus and soon after collecting some more people from different 
properties, we arrived at the pier right next to our ship, fittingly 
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several European countries. The sit-down 
dinner was well enjoyed, and people were 
looking forward to reaching the Antarctic 
region in the next couple of days without 
incidents. Our white-haired Russian captain 
of the ship was an old hand in these waters, 
and he had reassured us in his welcome 
address that calm weather was expected on 
the Drake Passage while sailing down to the 
frozen continent. 

They say that all visitors to the Southern Con-
tinent must pay the Drake Tax, i.e., experi-
ence the rough seas famously associated with 
the nearly 1,000 km of oft-turbulent waters 
between South America and the Antarctic, 
named after the Englishman Francis Drake. 
Drake was one of the foremost explorers, or 
pirates, of the Elizabethan era, depending 
on whether we read the English or Spanish 
history books! Unlike in all other parts of 
the world, here there are absolutely no land 

1. The Drake Passage offers a glimpse into the 

fascinating but brutal life of pelagic birds, and their 

ineffable poise in meeting the challenge. Seen here 

are the Giant Petrel. These are big scavenger birds;

2. Three Cape Petrels, flying in unison over the 

waters of Drake Passage followed the ship;

3. A group of penguins on an iceberg just after the 

sunset.

called the MV Ushuaia. Sometime in the 
early evening we left Argentina onboard 
our expedition vessel and travelled through 
the Beagle Channel in beautiful conditions. 
I had paid the requisite single-supplement 
fees that ensured I had a small cabin to 
myself, as I was not too keen on sharing 
such cramped premises with a stranger for 
a fortnight.  

I soon got to meet the people from the 
Norwegian company, WildPhoto Travel, 
through whom I had done my booking. 
My primary contact had been Ole Jørgen 
Liodden, a former winner and judge at the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year contest 
organised by the Natural History Museum 
in London. Ole is one of the world’s top 
polar photographers. He was a good 
companion to explore the frozen ends of 
the planet, and I hoped to benefit from his 
rich experience on this expedition. Along 
with Ole was another noted Norwegian 
photographer, Roy Mangersnes with whose 
polar work I was also familiar with. The 
other members of the expedition team also 
turned out to be pro-photographers and 
veterans of multiple polar excursions - Eirik 
Grønningsæter, an authority on birds, and 
the brothers Audun and Espen Lie Dahl. To 
add variety to the Norwegian hosts were 

a couple of Swedes. Our well-regarded 
expedition leader was Martin Enckell of 
BBC’s Blue Planet fame accompanied by 
Rickard Berg, who was particularly passion-
ate about the history of human explorations 
in the two poles. All these outdoor-loving 
folks from Norway and Sweden would later 
demonstrate their prowess as expert zodiac 
operators, when we would be zodiac cruis-
ing amongst the icebergs and pack ice in 
the next few days.     

We had a brief safety and introductory talk 
and then everyone relaxed during the first 
few hours of gentle sailing. There were over 
50 guests on the ship, which was a small 
number by Antarctic expedition standards. 
This was a good thing as all of us were 
keen photographers and would spend extra 
time trying to leverage the opportunities 
we got – perhaps to chase the perfect per-
spective or exquisite light at the sightings 
and landings. Most people had good fun 
getting to know each other or catching 
up with old acquaintances, as there were 
quite a few travellers doing their second 
or third trip to Antarctica. I was the only 
Indian passport holder on this tour and got 
a chance to interact with people from many 
different countries, from the US to Aus-
tralia, and from Israel to China apart from 
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masses to break the flows of wind and water in these southern latitudes and therefore crossing 
the Drake often provides a bit of challenge to landlubbers such as I. 

What potentially made my Drake Passage experience a bit tricky was the fact that neither had I 
been taking any anti sea-sickness pills nor was I wearing those patches that certain passengers 
had put behind their ears to minimise the effects of sea sickness. So, while breakfast was OK, 
lunch was worse and by the time dinner arrived I was ruing the fact that I had not taken any 
preventive precautions. I started feeling uneasy with the ship’s constant rolling in the swell. The 
expedition leader Martin Enckell took one look at me at dinner and suggested I give the steak 
a miss and immediately see the ship’s doctor. The Venezuelan doctor really proved to be of big 
help as the anti-seasickness shot helped me relax in a very short while. I also took the requisite 
pills and rested in my cabin bed for most of the next day, and that helped ensure I had no 
health issues whatsoever for the rest of the fortnight. 

On the third day of our voyage, I was feeling much better, and spent quality time on MV Ush-
uaia’s open deck, thinking that I had at last found my sea-legs. My thoughts of having becom-
ing an experienced sailor were soon dispelled, however, when I was told by the expedition team 
that this had been one of the nicer Drake crossings and we had been rather lucky to experience 
the ‘Drake Lake’ rather than the ‘Drake Shake’! Seasickness is an unpredictable thing and not 
everyone suffers seasickness to the same extent. And there are those that don’t suffer at all. In 
fact, in 10 days’ time we would experience a serious Drake Shake with gale force winds on the 
way back to South America, but wonder of wonders, I did not feel queasy while returning to 
Ushuaia through the choppy seas! 

Somewhere within the Drake Passage the warmer waters of the other oceans collide with the 
colder waters of the Southern Ocean, which encircle the lower latitudes of our world running 
alongside the boundaries of continental Antarctica. Known as the polar front or Antarctic Con-
vergence, this is where the colder and fresher waters of the Antarctic Ocean sink beneath the 
warmer and saltier waters of the southern Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans. This mixing of 
waters leads to upwelling of nutrients and makes the waters there very productive for a variety 
of life-forms. It encourages the growth of micro-organisms such as phytoplankton and the small 
creatures that feed on it including krill. Such life-forms are essential in the food chain of many 
of the region’s animals such as fish, seals, whales and birds including penguins and albatrosses. 
The band known as the Antarctic Convergence is between 30 and 50 kilometres wide and 
forms one of the southern hemisphere’s major marine food sources.    

On 3rd November I relished spending several hours on the very windy deck with my cameras 
and lenses, as the Drake Passage offers a glimpse into the fascinating but brutal life of pelagic 
birds, and their ineffable poise in meeting the challenge. Wandering and Black-browed Alba-
tross followed the ship, as well as Cape Petrels, Giant Petrels, Storm Petrels and, later, Southern 
Fulmars and Antarctic Petrel. For those of us who had got acquainted with Coleridge’s ‘Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner’ in the school days, here was the real thing – water, water everywhere as 
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well as magnificent albatrosses, although not 
around one’s neck! 

Eirik told us that the wandering albatross is the 
bird with the largest wingspan on the planet, 
over 11 feet, and it was truly fascinating to see 
these giants skim the waters without ever seem-
ing to flap their wings! Gliding and dynamically 
soaring over the windy seas is the most energy-
effective form of locomotion for these heavy 
birds and Eirik explained that these short tailed, 
long winged champion flyers prefer strong 
winds as they would otherwise tend to remain 
on the surface of the water. Apparently, they 
are so well evolved for this kind of aerial life that 
their heart beats are similar in flight and rest! 

The Drake Passage had played an important 
part in the trade of the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies before the opening of the Panama Canal 
in 1914. The stormy seas and icy conditions 
traditionally made the rounding of Cape Horn 
through the Drake Passage a rigorous test for 

sengers – an informative session on Antarctic 
birds by Eirik and a helpful lecture on polar 
and bird photography by Roy. Over the next 
few days, we would have some polar history 
sessions from Rickard and it was terrific to re-
live the tremendously brave early adventures 
of Captain Cook and Bellinghausen; of Wed-
dell and Ross and finally of Amundsen, Scott 
and Shackleton. We would, in fact, later see 
a movie on Shakleton’s Antarctic adventures. 
 
Welcoming us into the Antarctic region were 

1. The sight of a tabular iceberg welcoming the 

visitors to the Antarctic region. Some of these  ice-

bergs dwarfed most of what the author had seen 

earlier in the Arctic;

2. Observing the different behaviours of the Gen-

too penguins is great fun;

3. Photo of the Antarctic Cormorant, also known 

as blue-eyed shag. This image was made with a 

wide angle, 16-35mm, lens and was made possible 

by letting the birds approach within a few feet of 

where the author was lying on the ice;

4. Gentoo penguins diving into the water and then 

vaulting back on to the land.

ships and crews alike, especially for 
the sailing vessels of the day. And 
crossing the Drake to head down 
towards the White Continent was 
the ultimate challenge to sailors who 
had to navigate the nightmarish 
Furious Fifties and Screaming Sixties. 
The Drake Passage had also led to 
the complete isolation of the white 
continent from all the other land 
masses and hence the life found 
there evolved in a separate silo and 
that explains why other large land 
mammals such as polar bears or 
wolves, which are seen in the Arctic 
regions, do not have any equivalent 
in Antarctica.  

By end of that day, we earned our 
Drake Passage bragging rights and 
moved across the relatively calmer 
waters of the Antarctic Ocean and 
reached the South Shetland Islands. 
A couple of useful lectures had en-
livened the experience for many pas-
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our first tabular icebergs, some of which dwarfed most of what I had seen earlier in the Arctic. Temperatures 
had plummeted and one had to put on all the layers before going on to the gusty deck to photograph. But so 
entrancing was the beauty of nature that once outside, it was almost impossible to stop photographing and 
come back inside till one felt too numb to take any more blasts of the icy polar wind. 

I can still recall the mind-boggling sceneries, some of which I was fortunate to capture on camera. I recall a 
great sighting of 25-30 Orcas or Killer Whales, and then our first proper viewing of a group of penguins on an 
iceberg in the last rays of the setting sun. This penguin sighting happened just after sunset, while we were in 
the Antarctic Sound, moving away from a failed attempt to enter the frozen waters of the Weddell Sea and 
cruising instead towards safer waters elsewhere in the Antarctic peninsula. After discovering the group of bush 
tailed penguins on the iceberg, our ship went around the iceberg and I quickly made my way to the lower deck 
to get the shots from nearer to the penguins’ eye-level. I particularly liked a frame depicting the fierce, untamed 
beauty of the Southern Ocean as it shows a huge wave splashing over the penguins on the blue iceberg under 
the evening sky, which was bleeding shades of orange. The expert naturalists on our ship later confirmed that 
all three species of brush-tailed penguins had been on that iceberg - Adelie, Gentoo and Chinstrap. Of these, 
Adelie penguins are found only in Antarctica whereas Gentoos and Chinstraps are also found in sub-Antarctic 

regions such as Falk-
land Islands and South 
Georgia. The memo-
ries evoked by these 
pictures draw me to 
a famous a Doug-
las Mawson quote 
“Penguins on magic 
gondolas were the 
silent denizens of this 
dreamy Venice. In the 
soft glamour of the 
midsummer midnight 
sun, we were pos-
sessed by a rapturous 
wonder — the rare 
thrill of unreality.” 

And this sense of 
wondrous unreality 
persisted as each day 
unveiled splendours 
that I would have 
found difficult to 
believe had I not seen 
them with my own 
eyes. Truly, Antarctica 
is a place like no other 
and nothing is more 
symbolic of this vast 
white wilderness of el-
emental forces than its 
most famous features 
- the penguins and the 
icebergs. 

On 5th November we 
spent time at the Mik-
kelsen Harbour, and 
photographed Gentoo 
penguins with stun-
ning backgrounds, in-
cluding in ‘white-out’ 
conditions. As a nature 
lover it was fascinating 
to be able to observe 
the different behav-
iours of the Gentoo 
penguins. While even 
school children are 
nowadays aware that 
penguins are flightless 
birds highly adapted 
to aquatic life with 
their flippers acting as 
wings in the water, 
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through the snow, which at places was almost waist deep, while 
wearing all the protective gears and carrying over 20 kilograms of 
camera equipment including multiple full frame bodies, a collec-
tion of short and long lenses, tripods and so on. Unlike many of my 
European co-passengers, especially those from places like Finland 
and Norway, some of us were not really used to climbing up and 
down the ice and snow covered slopes in freezing temperatures and 
therefore took more time to access some of the hill tops in order to 
create some landscape pictures or reach a penguin colony. But the 
good thing about this expedition was the ample time provided for 
each destination and therefore I never felt rushed. Due to restric-
tions as per international treaties, bigger cruise ships, some of 
whom carry hundreds of people, simply do not have this freedom 
to allow their guests to spend a long time during the landings and 
hence such large cruise ships, though more comfortable in the high 
seas, are not recommended for serious Antarctic photographers. 

The next day, 6th November was spent exploring the Errera Chan-
nel. Serious photography and exploration of the Antarctic wonders 
is certainly not akin to a normal holiday schedule, and after having 

1. A zodiac boat cruising through the waters of the Southern Ocean 

amongst the icebergs and pack ice;

2. After a pre-sunrise landing on the magnificent Useful Island, the day was 

spent exploring the Errera Channel;

3. The ship, MV Ushuaia was in the surreal settings at the bottom of the 

world.
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what I saw there for the first time was an amazing scene of gen-
toos sometimes swimming along by leaping in and out of the wa-
ter, looking like dolphins or porpoises from a distance! Although 
it is more energy efficient for penguins to swim under water than 
at the water’s surface, they must come to the surface to breathe. 
When at the surface, some species of penguins including gentoos 
‘porpoise’ - they move like dolphins or porpoises. Our experts told 
me that we still do not know why some species of penguins ‘por-
poise’. Some scientists think it is to help move at high speeds while 
others postulate that this may help confuse their predators. 

Another interesting gentoo behaviour I recall is the sheer fun the 
penguins seemed to be having by diving into water and then 
vaulting back on to the land. I spent over an hour lying quietly 
on the ice photographing a group of about 8 gentoos that kept 
using a particular piece of overhanging ice as their diving board to 
leap into water and then come leaping back. Finally, the ice gave 
way, much to the surprise of the frolicking gentoos, who tumbled 
unceremoniously into the ocean!

We would wear the rubber ‘gum’ boots provided by the ship and 
then queue up on the deck to board the rubber boats or ‘zodiacs’ 
while making these landings. The zodiac boat rides were fun but as 
a lot of water could get splashed inside in case of choppy condi-
tions, one had to be very careful in terms of protecting oneself 
and one’s camera gear. But the next challenge, at least for a less 
than super fit person such as I, was to move in those rubber boots 
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photographed till after 11PM 
we started with a 2AM wake-up 
and an epic pre-sunrise landing 
on the magnificent Useful Island. 
The early pre-dawn start, sug-
gested by the photography lead-
er Ole, was well worth the effort 
despite the lack of sleep and the 
biting cold, as there were both 
Gentoo and Chinstrap penguins 
present, not to mention the 
spectacular landscapes, that lit 
up with golden hues as the weak 
polar sun gradually made its way 
above these extreme southerly 
horizons. 

In the afternoon we went for our 
continental landing at Neko in 
great conditions. The wind was 
calm and the water around the 
shorelines was bubbling with 
gentoo penguins, whose hydro-
dynamic bodies are especially 
evolved for efficient movement 
through water – both to catch 
their favoured prey of krill and 
fish as well as to evade their 
predators such as Leopard Seals. 
It was truly humbling to have 
set foot on the main continental 
landmass of this isolated conti-
nent as this is the only continent 
to not have any permanent 
human residents. Having grown 
up in some of the most crowded 
places of the world, I could feel 
a tremendous sense of remote-
ness, tinged with excitement 
and happiness, at being able to 
explore these harsh and desolate 
corners of planet earth. 

Photographing some of the 
other denizens of the Antarctic 
added to the fun that day – 
from pure white, chicken-like 
pale-faced sheath bills perfectly 
camouflaged against the snow-
covered background to Southern 
Skua, Antarctic Cormorant and 
Weddell Seals, the most south-
erly dweller of all mammals.  But 
the photographic highlight of 
that day was possibly mak-
ing landscape images during 

sunset. I used a variety of lenses and exposure settings to try and 
create compelling compositions of the jagged, white Antarctic 
mountains as the last rays of the setting sun caressed the pristine 
peaks and lit up the partly cloudy skies in metachromatic hues of 
incredible oranges and blues.

The next day, 7th November, we landed at Danco Island and we 
were again treated to terrific sceneries and wildlife. After lunch 
we went out on a Zodiac cruise where we were surrounded by 
large icebergs, with Gentoo penguins swimming among them 
everywhere. Crabeater seals where seen near the ship and Wed-
dell seals where lying on the snow-covered shores. The Leopard 
seal is a top predator of the Antarctic waters and love having 
penguins for lunch and eventually one Leopard seal was found 
on an ice floe, causing a fair flutter amongst the photographers 
in the various Zodiac boats, very similar to what happens to 
guests on safari vehicles on discovering a tiger sighting in the 
Indian jungles. Massive icebergs and very dense drift ice threat-
ened to hinder the passage of our zodiacs back to the ship, but 

by creating convoy our expert 
zodiac drivers were able to 
navigate our way out to MV 
Ushuaia where hot drinks and 
food awaited us. Shortly after 
dinner we headed out for our 
third activity of the day. Taking 
advantage of the great light 
we landed at George’s point 
and had Gentoos, a couple 
of Chinstraps and even a few 
Adelie penguins in beautiful 
sunset light. On the top we 
found a male Elephant seal ly-
ing near the colony of countless 
penguins. I remember being a 
bit tired that night and went to 
bed thinking it had been a long 
but productive day, just like the 
previous day!

On 8th November we sailed 
into the Neumayer Channel and 
landed next to Port Lockroy. It 
was a beautiful landing with 
scattered Gentoo rookeries and 
also a few colonies of Antarctic 
cormorants. The cormorants 
where a popular photo subject 
as they were busy with nest 
building and were very active in 
the area, affording me oppor-
tunities to capture their nesting 
actions.  

The next couple of days saw us 
moving back north to Decep-
tion Island, and while we 
sheltered inside the caldera, 
the weather turned worse with 
wind speeds over 50 knots. In 
one of the books in our ship’s 
mini library, I had read that 
‘Antarctica is a place where 
the alien human intruder is 
forgiven by the icy, numbing 
cold and furious blizzards only 
by chance’, and the rough 
weather we experienced that  
day in the Deception Island 
caldera made me shudder to 
think how the early explorers 
must have struggled to survive 
in these insane weather condi-
tions. Our ship’s crew kept us 
advised about certain additional 
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come to Ushuaia to embark on an expedition 
to this most bizarre of all locations.  

The exciting yet enchanting experience of 
having spent quality time photographing the 
surreal scenery and wildlife in the Antarctic 
is a feeling that is hard to explain. Despite 
having seen so many nature documentaries 
and having read so many books, the actual 
experience was so much more immersive, as-
tounding and grander than what I was hop-
ing for. I have been to over 25 countries with 

1. Gentoo penguins in the stunning ‘white-out’ 

conditions at the Mikkelsen Harbour;

2. Sighting of the Leopard seal, a top predator of 

the Antarctic waters that loves to have penguins 

for lunch. When this Leopard seal was sighted on 

an ice floe, it caused a fair flutter amongst the 

photographers in the various Zodiac boats;

3. Capturing the white Antarctic mountains as the 

last rays of the setting sun caressed the pristine peaks;

4. Gentoo penguin against a crevassed glacier, 

which is almost ready to carve;

5. A lone Chinstrap Penguin at the Useful Island. 

safety precautions to be adhered to and re-
assuringly explained to us that this caldera 
actually is nothing but a dormant volcano 
that last exploded in the 1960s and the 
collapsed volcanic vent provides one of the 
safest natural harbours in the polar world.  

The journey back to Argentina after that 
through the Drake passage was relatively 
uneventful for me. But due to the gusts of 
60 knot winds it did cause a few tumbles 
and sea-sickness issues amongst some of 
the passengers. The sea-birds were photo-
graphed whenever the weather provided 
opportunities to go to the deck without 
the risk of getting blown or swept away! In 
those choppy seas, the highlight surely was 
seeing and photographing the fin whales, 
the second largest creature in the world. 
And the excitement quotient went up even 
more when Eirik and the other experts saw 
my picture of the ‘fin’ whale and con-
cluded that the one I had photographed 
was in fact a ‘blue’ whale, which at up to 
200 tonnes and a 33 metre length is the 

largest animal to have ever lived on earth! 
Photographing the blue whale, which has 
been hunted by humans to near-extinction, 
was a reason for rejoicing and will surely 
rank as a red-letter day of my photographic 
journey, although the image was not aes-
thetically special. 

Even the best things come to an end and on 
13th November I was back at picturesque 
Ushuaia, with our ship having returned to 
South America a day earlier than scheduled 
and thereby having successfully evaded the 
storm and not got stuck in the Antarctic. I 
explored Ushuaia during the day, by taking a 
hike up the mountains to the ice and snow 
of the nearby Martial Glacier and followed 
this up with a drive to the captivatingly 
beautiful Tierra del Fuego National Park.  All 
passengers came back in the evening to 
celebrate the successful expedition to the 
Southern Continent with a gala Argentine 
dinner, before disembarking the next morn-
ing to head back to the various far-flung 
corners of the world from where we had 
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icebergs to calving glaciers, from turbulent 
oceans to desolate icescapes. But perhaps the 
most important takeaway of this expedition 
was the humble and liberating acknowl-
edgement of a primal sense of existential 
insignificance, of both one’s self and one’s 
specie, in context of the untamed forces of 
nature, which are fantastic and furious in 
equal measure at this faraway edge of the 
planet we call home. 

my camera but truly the seventh continent 
is a magical destination like no other. To 
my urban-fatigued eyes, the awe-inspiring 
elemental forces of the Antarctic, were a 
welcome anachronism in today’s crowded 
warp of transactional space-time. Even 
in the 21st century, the white continent 
remains remarkably remote and wild. Long 
may it stay that way. 

On the way back home from Ushuaia, I 
spent a day at Buenos Aires, and did the cus-
tomary touristy visit to La Boca neighbour-
hood, where pedestrian friendly places like 
the Caminito street are lined with popular 
street-side restaurants, old wooden houses 
painted in bright colours and tango clubs. 

I also took a starry-eyed tour into Estadio Al-
berto J. Armando  or La Bombonera stadium, 
home to the world famous Boca Juniors 
football club and Diego Armando Maradona. 
And for a brief while it seemed as if I was 8 
years old again, watching a left-footed foot-
balling wizard weave his intoxicating brand 
of magic in the Mexico 86 World Cup.

The return journey from Buenos Aires to 
Bangalore via Rio and Dubai was not at all 
tiring. Perhaps it was because I had ample 
time to luxuriate in the lifetime of unique 
memories and pictures I had collected on 
this Antarctic adventure - from waddling 
penguins to soaring albatrosses, from 
leopard seals to blue whales, from gigantic 

1. A hike up the mountains to the ice and snow of 

the nearby Martial Glacier in Ushuaia;

2. La Bombonera stadium, or Estadio Alberto J. 

Armando, home to the world famous Boca Juniors 

football club and Diego Armando Maradona;

3. Tango dance in a restaurant in the La Boca neigh-

bourhood of Buenos Aires
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and Barentsburg (the only remaining Rus-
sian settlement in all of Svalbard). In both 
these places heavy Russian influence can be 
seen, from street names, building designs to 
statues. However, the former is completely 
deserted now, and is being promoted as a 
tourist destination only. Ny-Ålesund, located 
on the bay of Kongsfjorden, with a popula-
tion of only 100 people, is one of the most 
northerly settlements in the world.

In Svalbard, they have three seasons: the 
Polar Summer (mid-May to end of Sep-
tember), Northern Lights Winter (October 
to February) and Sunny Winter (March to 
mid-May). From end of October to end of 
January are the months of total darkness, 
and this time is called ‘Polar Nights’. So once 

Travel to the Polar Regions today is not 
as difficult as it was even a decade back. 
There are many companies offering various 
packages and travel options. But such 
travel are definitely strenuous and need 
years of planning ahead. 

Travel to the Arctic region typically begins 
either in Canada, Iceland, Norway or Rus-
sia. In this article we will focus on one such 
possible route, via Svalbard in Norway.

Located only about 650 miles (1,050 km) 
from the North Pole, Svalbard is the north-
ernmost permanently inhabited region of 
the world. It is a Norwegian archipelago 
located in between the mainland Norway 
and North Pole. These islands are sur-

rounded by the Arctic Ocean, Barents Sea, 
Greenland Sea and the Norwegian Sea. 
The unparalleled beauty of Svalbard can 
truly be described as ‘out of the world’. It 
is characterized by rugged terrain, sparse 
vegetation, icebergs, glaciers, fjords and 
endless frozen tundra. 

While most islands of the archipelago are 
uninhabited, only Spitsbergen is inhabited, 
and is home to all the important towns 
and settlements of Svalbard. Longyear-
byen, the capital city, with a population of 
about 2,000 people is the most important 
of all destinations here. Other places 
worth visiting include the ghost town of 
Pyramiden (erstwhile Russian coal-mining 
settlement that was abandoned in 1998) 
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among the largest bears in the world and 
we need to protect their unique habitat in 
order to offer them a safe future.

It is hoped that these images of the polar 
bear in its untamed habitat will inspire 
people to be sensitive about today’s burn-
ing issues such as environmental pollution 
and global warming, which, if not curbed, 
could impact the survival of this magnificent 
specie, the largest of all land carnivores. We 
could all help by using less energy produced 
by carbon-based fuels, and help reduce our 
carbon emissions and slow and even stop 
global warming, in turn saving our sea ice. 
Polar bears require sea ice for efficient hunt-
ing. Without sea ice, polar bears will decline 
in range and numbers, making them vulner-
able to extinction in the future.

1. A Polar Bear in the Nowegian Arctic Region;

2. A common natural landscape in the Norwegian 

Arctic Region;

3. A picturesque view of the Norwegian Arctic 

sunrise;

4. A typical view of the Arctic region;

5. A picturesque view of the Norwegian Arctic 

sunset. 

the sun has set on the last day (varies from 
year to year), it remains at least 6 degrees 
below the horizon for almost 3 months. 
This entire period the region is under pitch 
darkness. Svalbard is one of the places to 
head out to in winter if you want to see 
the Northern lights. The biggest attraction 
of this place during summer is the ‘mid-
night sun’, because this area receives sun 
rays for 24 hours during summer.

The faunal diversity of Svalbard is also 
great. The most common species that 
one might spot here include polar bears, 
reindeer, arctic foxes, walruses and a few 
varieties of birds. It is said that there are 
more polar bears in Svalbard than human 
beings.

Based on a photo series on the untamed 
wilderness of the Arctic and its polar bears 
in September 2014 by Wildlife photogra-
pher Amartya Mukherjee, created during 
a photographic expedition to Svalbard, 
Touriosity’s January 2017 featured the 
region’s wildlife as the cover story. In this 
issue we bring to our readers a glimpse 
into his Arctic voyage and snippets from 

his article in the following few paragraphs: 

“As a wildlife photographer it was 
a privilege to be able to witness the 
splendours of the frozen waters of the 
Arctic Ocean, as the specially chartered 
ice-breaking ship spent 10 days exploring 
the pack-ice, in what is one of the last 
unspoilt regions on earth. New discover-
ies were unveiled to my eyes on each and 
every day of the exciting 10-day voyage. 
We explored many a fjord with snow cov-
ered mountains on all sides and made our 
way through the frozen oceans in the soft 
sun light that is unique to these extreme 
latitudes. Even at this edge of the world 
we came across many large mammals 
from the iconic polar bear to walrus to the 
endemic Svalbard reindeer. 

One of the highlights was navigating 
through the pack ice and coming upon a 
beautiful polar bear, at home in its incred-
ibly beautiful yet tough habitat amidst the 
frozen ocean. I tried to depict the polar 
bear in its vast but fragile pack-ice environ-
ment. Polar bears (ursusmaritimus) are 
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the settlements, the locals carry a gun for 
safety in case of a possible encounter with 
a hungry polar bear. The place experiences 
4 months of total darkness followed by 4 
months of day. All buildings here are built 
on stilts as the ground is permafrost and 
summertime melting of the outer layer 
would mean flooding of the city otherwise. 
The most interesting thing about this town 
is that there is a ban on dying here, mean-
ing death is illegal. The reason behind this 
unusual ban is that due to the permafrost, 
bodies do not decompose here and are per-
manently preserved in perfect form. So the 
last burial ground was closed down 70 years 
back. Residents who fall sick have to shift to 
a hospital in the mainland Norway.

One may also take part in a number of 
activities like dog-sledding, hiking, snowmo-
biling, kayaking, fatbiking and coal mining 
in Longyearbyen. 

Trip to North Pole

Traveling to the North Pole is comparatively 

While over 60% of the Svalbard archipela-
go, which stretches to beyond 80º north, is 
permanently covered under ice, there are 
stretches of tundra that support a variety 
of Arctic flora and fauna. 

For a few summer months, encouraged 
by the 24-hour daylight, the tundra bursts 
into life. But due to the 8-month long 
snow cover, the permafrost underneath 
the surface, and strong icy winds, the 
‘trees’ of the tundra such as the polar 
willow and dwarf birch, which can live for 
centuries, seldom reach a height of more 
than 1 to 2 inches! 

And it is in the summer months that some 
of the Svalbard waterfalls unfreeze, provid-
ing a source of fresh water to the mam-
mals there, including the only herbivore 
of the Svalbard archipelago – the endemic 
Svalbard reindeer. These Svalbard reindeer, 
capable of accumulating a thick layer 
of fat, are stockier than their mainland 
cousins (in Scandanavia for example) and 
possibly due to scarcity of food, do not 

aggregate in large herds. An annual culling 
is permitted to keep the Svalbard reindeer 
population under control and that is possi-
bly why the reindeer we encountered were 
extremely wary and skittish.    ”
Longyearbyen

Longyearbyen is the northernmost city 
of the world located a little more than 
1,000 km from the North Pole. It is the 
starting point of most expeditions to the 
North Pole. There are a lot to see and do 
in this place. The Esmarkbreen Glacier, a 
gallery, a museum and many abandoned 
mines are to be found here. In addition, 
it is a city of northernmosts. The world’s 
northernmost church, ATM, Post Office, 
museum, airport and university are to be 
found here. 

There are some very interesting things 
about Longyearbyen which makes visiting 
here more interesting. There are more 
polar bears and snowmobiles in this town 
than humans. When venturing out of 
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1. The Svalbard Reindeer;

2. A herd of Walrus;

3. A Polar Bear in the Nowegian Arctic Region;

4. A Polar fox;

5. An unnamed waterfall;

6. A rare formation of an iceberg;

7. A view f Longyearbyen;

8. The Northern Fulmar bird photographed from 

various angles;

9. A Polar Bear relaxing on the ice at the Nowegian 

Arctic Region.

easier that to the South Pole. A number 
of travel and tour companies based in 
Longyearbyen offer 7 to 21 days’ guided 
trip (even in English) to the North Pole with 
a variety of attractions. Such trips are gen-
erally suitable for children aged 8 years to 
90-year olds but different companies have 
different age criteria, with some coming 
with a lower cap. The tour is more like an 
expedition. The journey is taken on power-
ful icebreaker cruisers that crush their 
way through the frozen Arctic Ocean for 
days. Travellers are allowed to spend a day 
walking on the ice, in addition to feasting 
and enjoying the other facilities on board. 

If you dare, you may also go for swim-
ming in the sub-zero ocean. Some trips 
also combine a helicopter ride to reach the 
North Pole directly.

More information

For a full listing of expedition cruise opera-
tors in the Arctic Region readers may visit 
the website of Association of Arctic Cruise 
Operators (AECO) [https://www.aeco.no/
members/]

One may note that due to COVID-19, 
many cruises may not be operating now. 
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This can be a great time for you to focus on a dream and make it happen. You will experience love and have amazing relationships 
throughout the month. This is a new era for you and you couldn’t be happier. You keep looking toward the future as the month goes on. 

Places to visit: Yokohama – It is Japan’s second largest metropolis, and packs considerable appeal with its bayside location, eclectic 
architecture, microbreweries and tasty cuisine.

Ranikhet – Ranikhet resides at a comfortable height to admire the western peaks of the Himalayas. Amidst tall pine trees the hill 
station retains its peaceful ambience.

Favorable Dates: Nov 3, 6, 12, 15, 21, 24                      Favorable Colors: Red & Yellow

This month could bring about a time for you to advancing your career or make more money. It is also a time for you to find new ways 
to build greater financial opportunities and financial connections. You feel more daring and focused on what you want, and willing 
to make it happen now. 

Places to visit: St. Lucia - Lush rainforests, majestic mountains and romantic resorts are all reasons to visit this Caribbean island.  
It is a heaven for honeymooners. 

Masinagudi – Located in the foothills of the Nilgiri Mountains, this place is completely adorned with alluring beauties of nature.

Favorable Dates: Nov 2, 7, 11, 16, 20, 25                     Favorable Colors: Blue & White

You can be more ambitious and driven, want to make sure you’re going in the right direction, and can experience a high point of sorts 
in some part of life. You can work hard and smart for what you want, take on responsibility well, and have a more mature attitude.   

Places to visit: Banff, Alberta - From hiking and whitewater rafting to skiing and snowboarding, Banff offers travelers an abundance 
of year-round outdoor activities.

Mount Abu – It is home to over 80 exquisitely carved temples, most striking of which are the Jain Temples at Delwara - some of 
which are built over a 1000 years ago.

Favorable Dates: Nov 1, 2, 10, 20, 28, 29                       Favorable Colors: Blue & Yellow

You can think more long-term, and you make plans that you know will continue your success. You can benefit from connecting 
with others emotionally, opening yourself up to have better intimacy in your life, and strengthening the bonds you have with 
others. 

Places to visit: Cape Town – Mountain’s flat-topped mass, with historic wine estates in every direction, hip markets selling the fruits 
of the Cape’s fertile terrain, and inventive restaurants winning global plaudits make it a worth visit town.

Auli - Auli in the remote sections of Uttarakhand throws its captivating effect in both the major seasons of the year. 

Favorable Dates: Nov 1, 2, 10, 20, 28, 29                        Favorable Colors: Blue & Yellow

You could advance your career during this period  but this is also a good time to make a positive first impression for a job interview 
or meeting. You find other people to be quite beneficial now, and they want to help you in any way.

Places to visit: Ohrid, Macedonia - Ohrid enjoys a stunning position that is best viewed from a boat. From the water you’ll see the 
town’s terracotta roofs broken up by centuries-old church spires and overlooked by the turreted walls of Car Samoil’s Castle.

Mahabaleshwar - Mahabaleshwar offers a rejuvenating ambiance where you can savour charming views of nature at its blooming 
best.

Favorable Dates: Nov 1, 5, 10, 14, 19, 23                       Favorable Colors: White & Green

You can use this energy to have a new experience that opens your eyes and mind in a profound way, to explore new worlds and realms 
and pockets of your mind and soul, or to find your inner optimist. 

Places to visit: Jackson Hole, Wyoming -Tucked away less than 60 miles south of Yellowstone National Park, Jackson Hole sees an 
influx of winter travelers looking to hit the slopes at upscale ski resorts. 

Nainital - A perfect honeymoon spot in the Himalayan bounty, Nainital has a picture of forested valleys amidst which gently sails a 
lake.

Favorable Dates: Nov 2, 8, 11, 17, 20, 26                        Favorable Colors: White & Blue
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This can be a good time to look for another job or get presented with new work opportunities. It can also 
be good for focusing on your health and improving your lifestyle. If in a relationship, you can make it fun, 
and inject some sparks into it.

Places to visit: Merida, Mexico - On any given day you’ll find a dizzying array of live music, art shows and dance 
performances, and the booming culinary scene.  

Ooty - Activities here include visiting various sunset points, botanical gardens, tea plantations, lakes and various 
waterfalls. Doddabetta Peak, Tiger Hill and Ooty Lake are most popular attractions here.

Favorable Dates: Nov 4, 7, 13, 16, 22, 25                       Favorable Colors: Red & Blue

You should be feeling youthful, energized and happy. Relationships will be magical and fun. The optimism you 
feel can help you in almost any venture you want to tackle. You can focus on your home and family life, spend-
ing more time with the people you see as family, and making the home you have as comfortable as possible. 

Places to visit: France - Visitors are attracted by historic cities, a beautiful countryside, the castles of the Loire Val-
ley, Brittany and Normandy.   

Munnar - Munnar is a heavenly tourist destination in Kerala, blessed with tranquility, a nice weather, various 
tourist attractions and splendid scenery.

Favorable Dates: Nov 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23                       Favorable Colors: Green & Blue

You have energy for financial opportunities, and you can see more of them presented to you. You have 
better focus, and can stick with whatever you start. You enjoy getting in touch with your body, with na-
ture, your senses, and stimulating your senses. 

Places to visit: Aailborg - The vibe in Aalborg in Denmark is laid back, informal and positive, reflecting the gen-
eral mood of the people of North Jutland. 

Kodailkanal - Slightly foggy and pleasant weather, meandering roads, lush forests and verdant hills of this hill 
town are some of the prime attraction of this hill retreat.  

Favorable Dates: Nov 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23                      Favorable Colors: Green & Blue

You want variety in life, and you can take on lots of little projects and social activities to keep yourself busy 
and your mind occupied. You can identify strongly with what you say, with your ideas, and your opinions. 
Reaching inside of yourself and pulling out your strength is necessary now.

Places to visit: Madrid - Spain’s buzzing capital city offers grand architecture, lively public plazas, a thriving 
culinary scene, and legendary nightlife. 

Dharamshala - The place offers numerous possible hikes for the urban dwellers; giving first hand experiences 
of the blissful Himalayan nature.

Favorable Dates: Nov 4, 6, 13, 15, 22, 23                         Favorable Colors: Green & Purple

You can benefit when you focus on your ideas and use your mind. You’re more positive and enthusiastic 
about life and you want to communicate openly and freely with everyone. 

Places to visit: Karelia – It is a republic in north-west Russia, is known as one the country’s most beautiful 
places. The nature here is breathtaking and more Finnish than Russian, with lakes, waterfalls and trees grow-
ing on giant rocks.

Kalimpong - The town is beautifully studded with colorful Buddhist monasteries, churches and temples which 
get adorned by the magical green engulfing the region. 

Favorable Dates: Nov 2, 4, 11, 13, 21, 29                    Favorable Colors: Green & Yellow

You can focus on your future dreams, and what you hope to do with your life. You can become more seri-
ous about your relationships with some loved ones, while you walk away from relationships with others, and 
become more invested in some hobbies and give up others. 

Places to visit: Jakarta - Capital of the Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta is a huge, sprawling metropolis, home to 
9 million people with large variety of picturesque locations. 

Panchmarhi - Tourism here mainly talks about rock paintings, pre-historic caves, lofty peaks, forest gorges and 
stunning waterfalls.   

Favorable Dates: Nov 5, 7, 14, 16, 23, 30                     Favorable Colors: White & Purple

Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com
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Greenland is the world’s largest island that is not a continent. It covers an area of 8,36,330 square miles and is located about 1,245 
miles (2,000 km) from the North Pole. 

Greenland is home to one of the two permanent glacial ice sheets in the world, the other one being in Antarctica. About 80% of the 
country is under ice, covered by a giant ice cap. At some places the glaciers reach a height above 9000 feet, that’s massive, meaning 
nearly 3 km in height! So the skyscrapers here are in the form of glaciers and not buildings. Incredible indeed!
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infrastructure good enough for the regular 
tourists and family travellers. Although there 
ARE remote towns and settlements which 
might match the impression of Greenland 
people in general have in mind, that of being 
crude, wild, remote and away from civilisa-
tion, the modern towns and cities like Ilulis-
sat have international standards. 

With towering glaciers, gigantic icecaps, 
massive mountains, untouched pristine 

1. Greenland’s International Airport at Kangerlus-

suaq;

2. Colourful houses at Kangerlussuaq;

3. The Russell Glacier at Kangerlussuaq;

4. Another view of the Kangerlussuaq town;

5. Distance sign at Kangerlussuaq.

The name ‘Greenland’ is a misnomer. 
Believed to be named by Erik the Red, an 
Icelandic convict who was exiled to Green-
land, it was meant to lure more people 
to come here in search of green pastures 
and settle. Whether he was lying or not, 
cannot be known. But it has been proved 
that the climate in Greenland was much 
warmer thousands of years ago. So there 
are chances that Erik the Red may not have 
lied, probably it was greener then. Even to-
day, a tiny portion of the ‘country’ is under 
a green cover. It lies towards the south.

Greenland was a Danish colony until up to 
1953. Today it is an autonomous territory 
within the Danish Realm. There is a lot of 
Danish influence in culture, food and life-

style. Nuuk is the capital city and the Dan-
ish krone is the locally used currency. While 
the island would like to have the status of 
an independent nation, that does not look 
like happening soon. Greenland is very 
much dependent on Denmark financially. 

The Inuits are the indigenous people of 
Greenland and in their language the name 
for their ‘country’ is Kalaallit Nunaat. The 
Inuits here are said to have migrated from 
Siberia via Canada and settled here some 
5000 years ago. Today a majority of the 
population is Inuit or of mixed Danish-Inuit 
decent. 

Contrary to popular belief, Greenland is 
not just for the adventure freaks, it has 
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beauty, magical landscapes and otherworldly views of the aurora borealis, 
Greenland is a destination deserving to be on the bucket list of all nature lov-
ers. The most popular tourist destination here is the Ilulissat Icefjord, which is 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The main tourist activities one can opt for in 
Greenland are dog sledding tours, sailing tours to see icebergs, ice cap trek-
king, whale watching and so on. In winter dog sledges are a popular form of 
transport. Greenlandic dogs are more like wolves than other dog breeds and can 
be dangerous. 

Ilulissat

Ilulissat is the third largest town of Greenland with a population of 4,500 hu-
mans and almost a similar number of Greenlandic dogs. The town is located on 
the Disko Bay, near the Ilulissat Icefjord on the western part of Greenland, above 
the Arctic Circle. Being located at the mouth of the Ilulissat Icefjord, this town 
gives you the best experience of icy Greenland. The Sermeq Kujalleq glacier, 
which is at the top of the fjord, is an active glacier, producing about 35 billion 
tonnes of ice every year. Multi-coloured houses, tall glaciers, dog sleds and a 
raw photogenic beauty make this town a wonderful destination to visit.

Apart from the Icefjord, there are many other attractions in and near Ilulissat. 
Jakobshavn Glacier, also called the Ilulissat Glacier, is one of the biggest glaciers 
in the northern hemisphere. Sermermiut is an abandoned Inuit settlement a few 
kilometres from Ilulissat. There are also a few former and current whaling sta-
tions near Ilulissat. There are also some museums and churches to visit in Ilulis-
sat. About 80 km away one also finds the famous Eqi Glacier, one of the largest 
and most active glaciers in all of Greenland.

Taking boat trips out to see icebergs and glaciers, going for a short hike, walk-
ing around the town and relishing local cuisine and seafood are some activities 
to indulge in at Ilulissat. There are boats on the Disko Bay that provide midnight 
sun iceberg sightseeing tours.

Nuuk

Nuuk is the largest city and the capital of Nuuk. It is home to almost 19,000 
equalling a third of the country’s population and its tallest architecture. From 
historic and cultural places to museums and exhibitions to some of the best 
natural phenomenon in the world one can think of. Its main attractions are the 
National Museum, the Nuuk Art Museum, the Vikings museum, the Katuaq 
Cultural Centre, the Nuuk Cathedral and the Hans Egede House, from 1728 
where one of the first Danish settlers lived. Whale watching, visiting the fjords, 
relishing the local cuisines, watching the Northern Lights or taking a boat trip to 
the abandoned fishing village of Kangeq are some of the activities to engage in.
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Kangerlussuaq

This town is often referred to as the Gateway to Greenland. It is 
home to an international airport that connects Greenland to the 
rest of the world. This town served as a US military base during the 
Second World War. Kangerlussuaq museum, Greenland Ice Cap, 
Russell Glacier and Lake Ferguson are some of the important attrac-
tions of this town. It is also a great place to do the Arctic Circle day 
tours, do sea kayaking, view the Northern Lights, take a sightseeing 
flight or do a dog sledding trip. 

Getting around: Because Greenland is so huge, the towns and 
settlements are remote and not well connected. There are not many 
roads that connect places across Greenland. But one can reach 
places with flights or boats. For local travel there are vehicles as well 
as dog sleds. 

How to reach: The towns of Nuuk, Kulusuk, Ilulissat, and Kanger-
lussuaq in Greenland have airports and are connected by direct 
flights from Iceland and Denmark.

1. A typical town in Greenland, with colourful houses, permafrost and tall 

glaciers in the background;

2. Frozen Lake Ferguson at Kangerlussuaq;

3. A Snow Bunting;

4. Frikadeller, the Danish version of meatballs;

5. A Musk Ox Burger;

6. Snowmobiling in Greenland;

7. Dog sledding in Greenland;

8. Travelling in Greenland; 

9. A plane wreck. 
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Antarctica, travel to this continent comes with 
a choice of routes. Travel may start from Chile 
(Punta Arenas), Argentina (Ushuaia), Australia 
(Tasmania), New Zealand (Invergordon) or 
South Africa (Cape Town). 

Antarctica is rather underrated when it comes 
to its variety of wild¬life. The general under-
standing is that this seventh continent is home 
to penguins only. In reality however, apart 
from a number of varieties of penguins, one 
also finds here different species of seals and 
sea lions, birds and whales. 

Out of the 17 existent penguin species on 
earth, eight reside in Antarctica and the sub-
Antarctic archipelagos of South Georgia and 
the Falkland islands. Of these eight species, 
two (emperor and adélie) are found only in 

The southernmost point of the Earth is the 
South Pole. It is located about 300 miles 
(480 km) from the famous Ross Ice Shelf in 
Antarctica. Nowadays, trip to Antarctica is 
not that difficult and almost 55,000 people 
visit this continent every year.

The world’s southernmost continent, Ant-
arctica, is dominated by landscapes of snow. 
Icebergs, penguins and abundance of snow 
are the first images that come to our mind 
when thinking about this place at the end 
of the world. It is interesting to note that 
there are 7 countries that, as on date, claim 
a part of the territory of Antarctica. These 
are Argentina (Argentine Antarctica), Aus-
tralia (Australian Antarctic Territory), Chile 
(Chilean Antarctic Territory), France (Adélie 
Land), New Zealand (Ross Dependency), 

Norway (Peter I Island and Queen Maud 
Land) and the United Kingdom (British 
Antarctic Territory). All of them have their 
observation centres located within their 
respective territories. 

But there are observation centres of other 
countries that are located elsewhere in 
Antarctica even without a claim on the 
territory, and observation centres of some 
countries, including that of India, are 
located within the areas claimed by one of 
the above countries. It may also be noted 
here that in addition to the above seven, 
four other countries, United States, Peru, 
Russia and South Africa, have reserved a 
right to claim their own territory in future. 

Due to the unique geographical location of 
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the mainland Antarctica, three (chinstraps, macaronis, and gentoos) are 
found in northern Antarctica as well as the sub-Antarctic islands, and 
three more (rockhoppers, Megal¬lanics and king) are found only in the 
sub-Antarctic region. One might get a chance to sight them during Ant-
arctica cruises. 

Emperor penguin, the most iconic of all the penguin species on earth, is 
found only in Antarctica. They are the largest of all varieties and grow up 
to 4-ft tall and weigh up to 45 kgs. Adélie penguins are the most widely 
distributed penguin species in the world. In winter they are found on the 
northerly Antarctic pack ice and in summer they can be seen around the 
continental coastline and Antarctic islands. These are a small variety of 
penguins that grow up to 2.3 ft tall and weigh up to 6 kgs. 

The Gentoo penguins are the second rarest variety after the emperor 
penguins. They grow up to 3 ft tall and weigh up to 8.5 kgs. They are 
one of the fastest swimming birds, and reach a speed of up to 36 kph. 
These penguins live in large breeding colonies along the coast¬lines of the 
northern Antarctic Peninsula, South Sandwich Islands, South Shetlands 
and South Orkneys, and also in the sub-Antarctic Falklands and South 
Georgia. The Chinstrap penguins are the most commonly sighted ones 
from expedi¬tion ships. They live in large colonies, grow up to 2.5 ft 
tall and weigh up to 5.3 kgs. The Macaroni penguins look quite like the 
chinstraps and are found on hillsides as well as rocky cliffs close to the 
Antarctic Convergence, breeding in the Falk¬lands, South Georgia, South 
Sandwich and South Orkney Islands. The Rockhopper penguin is the 
smallest penguin spe¬cies reaching up to a height of 1.5 ft and a weight 
of 2.5 kgs. They live mainly on rocky and windswept shorelines. Magel-
lanic penguins named after famous explorer Ferdinand Magellan, are a 
close cousin of the Galápagos penguins, Humboldt pen¬guins and African 
penguins. They grow up to 2.5 ft tall and 6.5 kg in weight. However, they 
shy away from hu¬mans, so it is difficult to spot them. The King penguins 
are the second largest penguin species after Emperor penguins and are 
found in sub-Antarctic region only. They grow up to 3 ft in height and 16 
kgs in weight. 

Antarctic seals are very relaxed even with the presence of humans around. 
They are only killed sometimes by whales, and not any more by the humans 

1. Almirante Brown, the abandoned Argentine Research Station located in Paradise 

Bay in Antarctica;

2. The Lemaire Channel; 3. A Humpback Whale;

4. The Neko Harbour;  5. The Paradise Harbour;

6. The Drake’s Passage.
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who once hunted them for their fur coats and blub¬ber back in the 
18th and 19th centuries. Seals belong to three families – True seals, 
eared seals and walruses. Walruses are found in the arctic. The fur seal 
of Antarctica is the only eared seal, all others have no ears. Yet they can 
hear as much as we humans do, and their hearing under water is better 
than humans. Seals have sharp eyesight, but are colour blind. They can 
only see blue and green colours. Seals spend most of their lives in water 
and can hold their breath for more than 30 minutes underwater. They 
even sleep under water and come up to breathe at regular intervals in 
their sleep. They come to the shore to breed during the Antarctica high 
tourist season, thus making sighting them quite a possibility. 

It is an amazing experience to watch a seal up close in Antarctica, 
which is home to 6 of the 35 species of seal, accounting for a large 
population of this animal on earth. Antarctic seals have a thick layer of 
blubber and fur to help them to adapt to the freez¬ing temperature 
there. If they feel warm, they plunge into the water to cool down. The 
seals found in Antarctica are the Leopard Seals (named so for its black-
spotted coat, as well as their fierce predatory capabilities), Antarctic Fur 
Seal (the only seals of Antarctica with ears), Southern Elephant Seal (the 
males feature a trunk-like inflatable snout, with which they make very 
loud roaring noises), Crabeater Seal (the most abundantly found seal 
species on earth and most commonly spotted one during Antarctica 
expedition), the Weddell Seal (that mostly spend their time under the 
ice) and the Ross Seal (the rarest of the seal variety found in Antarctica).

Leopard seals are generally found near large penguin colonies. Their 
only predator is the killer whale. The Antarctic seals are the smallest 
seal variety and are closely related to dogs. They have a dark coarse 
fur and are able to ‘stand’. Southern Elephant seals can dive deep into 
the water reaching depths up to 2 kilometres and can stay there for 
up to 2 hours. They spend months at the sea in search of food. The 
Crabeater seals are the second most populous large mammal on earth 
after the hu¬mans. The Weddell seals spend much of their life below 
the Antarctic ice, in an attempt to avoid their main predators, the 
whales and leopard seals. The Ross seals have small heads, very small 
mouths, needle-like teeth and big bright eyes. 

1. Paulet Island is a volcanic island that is known for a huge population of 

Adélie penguins;

2. Akademik Veradsky Ukrainian Station (where the hole in the ozone layer was dicovered);

3. Another view of Paulet Island;

4. Located under towering glaciers, the Jougla Point is known for its whaling past. A 

huge whale skeleton and concentration of sea birds is the main attraction here;

5. A zodiac cruise in Antarctica.
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Passport stamps in Antarctica

Below:

1. A Leopard Seal;

2. Chinstrap Penguins;

3. A Gentoo Penguin;

4. A Macaroni Penguin;

5. A Crabeater Seal;

6. A Ross seal;

7. The Blue Eyed Shag;

8. A pair of King Penguins;

9. A Weddell seal.

How to reach Antarctica: As already stated, there are many routes to take 
to reach Antarctica. The most commonly taken one is from South America. 
One has to sail through the Drakes’ Passage to reach the continent that 
takes about 48 hours.

Reaching South Pole: A trip from Antarctica to the South Pole takes 
about 7 hours. There are only a few tour operators that offer flights to 
the South Pole, on a small aircraft that is capable of landing on ice. These 
flight trips come at a hefty booking price of nearly $100,000. For a list of 
all of these tour operators that operate in Antarctica one may visit the link 
https://iaato.org/who-we-are/member-directory/
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