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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Chris Nettekoven, Germany;
Chris Romeike, Germany;
Josip Novosel, Croatia;
Grete Howard, UK;
Ayan Mitra, Kolkata;
Tuhin Kanti Das, Kolkata;
Dr. Sayan Bhattacharjee, Kolkata;
Soumitra Mitra, Chandigarh;

Illustrations By: 
Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 

In a quaint island in Croatia

Photo by Josip Novosel, Croatia

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

With this issue Touriosity has achieved a milestone. It has completed 

10 years. The journey has been a memorable one and along the way 

we have had many small but significant achievements too. In this issue 

we decided to celebrate our ten glorious years with a recap of all that 

we have come across. The issue compiles all past thematic issues, the 

various mountaineering expeditions wherein Touriosity was the Media 

Partner as also it provides glimpses of precious moments captured by 

some of our contributors at different locations around the world. There 

is also an artist’s impression of Hanoi, Vietnam in this issue. 
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

The beauty of travel is in the good memories we get to create in the 
process. To ensure that we do not end up bringing home bad memo-
ries instead, we must always exercise caution like not taking photos 
without permission, taking care of one’s own belongings, not misbe-
having with the locals, keeping a watch on kids, avoiding dangerous lo-
cations for taking selfies and so on. LET US BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS! 
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What started merely as a passion ten years back has com-
pleted a successful decade. How time flies! During this period 
Touriosity, till date the only sub-theme-based magazine in the 
world, has achieved many milestones and brought to its read-
ers across the world many unique themes. We thought that 
this anniversary deserved a special issue, and not just a special 
sub-theme. Therefore, here’s presenting a compilation of our 
achievements over the past 10 years of Touriosity. 

While writing this editorial for the 10th anniversary issue, my 
joy knows no bound. In May 2012, the first issue of Touriosity 
themed on ‘Mountains’ was released at a star-studded cer-
emony in Kolkata that saw many media houses turning up 
to cover the event. Ever since, it has been a rollercoaster ride 
with ups and downs, roadblocks, as also many achievements 
and reaching milestones. All throughout this whole decade, 
the support of our readers has been especially noteworthy. 
We would like to officially put forward our sincere gratitude 
for the same.

I still vividly remember the day the first issue was launched at 
the prestigious Oxford Bookstore in Kolkata in the presence 
of Ministers, some eminent personalities and the media, both 
print and electronic. As everyone’s eyes remained glued on 
us, the thrill and excitement in the new team was beyond im-
agination. Bringing out the initial issues were Herculean tasks, 
but with continued contributions from many writers, travel-
lers, celebrities and photographers, the issues kept flowing 
and selling like hotcakes. In course of time Touriosity got as-

sociated with mountaineers, artists, photographers, poets, bikers, nomadic adventurers and many other persons from different fields which 
resulted in unique regular features in its pages that helped differentiate it from all other travel magazines available on the stands.

Over the years we have had contributions by many eminent people, including reviews done by Fashion Designer Agnimitra Paul (also cur-
rently an MLA in West Bengal) and Theatre personality Bibhash Chakraborty, articles by renowned actor Sabyasachi Chakrabarty, film direc-
tor Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury, Bollywood actors Tanishaa Mukerji and Evelyn Sharma. Since our very first issue we have had some regular 
contributors from abroad including Grete Howard (UK), Christof Nettekoven (Germany), Joaquin Gonazalez Dorao (Spain), Josip Novosel 
(Croatia) and many more from various other countries of the world. Some of our columns that have been really popular with our readers 
are – Memoirs of a Backpacker with its vivid narration of solo travel by a woman, An Artist’s Impression with its bright colourful illustra-
tion of destinations around the world, Snapshots – with a whole lot of information compressed in a small space and Photo Feature – with 
some of the most talented photographers showcasing their travel collection. We have covered some very unusual themes over the years that 
helped Touriosity make a special place for itself amongst readers and travel enthusiasts.

The milestones of Touriosity in this journey have been many! From gifting a beautifully painted tram to the West Bengal Tourism, to being 
an exclusive Media Partner in Mountaineering Expeditions around the world including the Karakoram, the Himalayan and the Shaksgam 
Ranges, to making Editorial Coverages of Tourism Festivals and lesser known destinations, and more recently being the media partner of 
some of the biggest tourism events worldwide. This issue is a perfect recap of this journey. If you are new to reading Touriosity or while read-
ing this issue you think that you have missed some of our treasured previous issues, there is hardly a thing to worry. All issue of Touriosity, 
since the very first one, have been archived and are available in online magazine stands and at www.thetouriosity.com

Before I conclude, I must assure you that we at Touriosity will never run out of ideas and we promise to continue coming up with new and 
unique travel ideas for our readers in future too! The support of our readers has been our only driving force and inspiration in bringing 
Touriosity thus far! Let us continue the journey and keep travelling together! And last, but not the least, your feedback is important to us. 
So keep sending them to ttmag.english@gmail.com
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To make your reading through TOURIOSITY 
TRAVELMAG better, here’s presenting a quick 
glance at the various sections and features in 
the magazine.

DESTINATION
It introduces the readers to various destinations 
in India with an emphasis on at least one desti-

nation from each region. It provides an in-depth informa-
tion on the locations. In addition, there is also handy tour-
ist information to help our readers plan ahead of trips.

AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
A travelling artist makes it to faraway lands 
and brings memories in the form of impressive 

water colour paintings. This section is a visual treat and 
interesting to read at the same time. 

FEATURE
Here we bring to our readers an article based 
on the theme of the issue not necessarily focus-

sing on travelling or travel information. 

MEMOIRS OF A BACKPACKER
A new adventure every time in an entirely new 
place across the globe by a solo female back-

packer. We follow the locals she meets, the unusual things 
she comes across, the surprises she gets and the problems 
she faces in her journeys with a backpack across the world.

TRAVELOGUE
In this section we bring travel experiences of one of 
our readers from popular places around the world. 

PHOTO TRAVELOGUE
Here we bring to our readers a travelogue in 
photos.

GLOBETROTTER’S DIARY 
This section explores the world of a globetrot-
ter, whose passion is to travel, travel and travel 

more. It brings to readers unique facts and information 
from remote corners of the world. 

PHOTO FEATURE
In photo feature, we cover the theme of a particu-
lar issue in photographs from one of our readers. 

SNAPSHOT 
This section is an ideal one for quick browsing. 
It provides interesting information from across 

the globe with a focus on the theme of the issue.

AT A GLANCE 
A quick look at a destination. Here, we bring 
to our readers locations from the lesser beaten 

paths in otherwise popular touristy regions.

POINT OF VIEW
Here we bring to our readers useful articles 
with offbeat content. The idea is to give you 

the stimulus for thinking. It covers important issues that 
are in some way connected to travel and tourism.

ADVENTURE
We present here stories of unique adventures 
undertaken by our readers in some part of the 

world with a focus on the issue theme.

MOUNTAINEERING / TREKKING
This section focuses solely on trekking and 
mountaineering adventures across the world.

COUNTRYSCAPE / CITYSCAPE
Here we introduce a new country / city each 
time. We bring to our readers facts and photos 

of people, culture, locales, tourist places, food and tradi-
tions of a country / city. Our aim is to take our readers on 
a magical journey of an unseen land. 
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Thematic issues

This is the 117th issue of Touriosity and 
with this we complete 10 years of 
this amazing publication. In this sec-
tion we have brought to our readers 
a compilation of all our thematic is-

sues of the past. Have a look and read 
more about the huge variety of themes 

we have covered in the past decade. Readers 
will be happy to know that all the back issues of Touri-

osity are available in digital form for subscription in online 
magazine stands and free of cost at our own website.

Mountaineering Expeditions

This has been one of the biggest 
highlights of our journey thus far. 
Touriosity has been the exclusive 
Media Partner of many mountain-
eering expeditions across the globe. 
These expeditions have mainly been 
to various unclimbed peaks measuring 
beyond 7000m in height. In this first-of-its-
kind article we bring a collage of all these expedi-
tions. In this article readers can get to have a glimpse 
of these amazing adventures we have been part of 
over the last 10 years.
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Glimpses from past issues

This is a photo feature that provides 
a glimpse of the variety of themes 
and visuals we have covered over 
the years. The photos were taken 
in various corners of the globe by 
our regular contributors and each 

relate to a different theme. The pho-
tos included in this feature are essentially 

some of the very best to have ever been pub-
lished in the glossy pages of Touriosity.
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Hanoi, Vietnam

Hanoi, located in the northern part 
of Vietnam, is the capital city of 
the country.  It is known for its 
centuriesold architecture that pre-
sent a mix of Vietnamese, Chinese 
and French influence. In this article, 
Spanish watercolour artist Joaquin Gon-
zalez Dorao has beautifully illustrated this his-
toric Southeast Asian city and its cultural heritage 
through his colourful brushstrokes.

Touriosity Going Places

Touriosity has, over the last one decade, 
travelled to many places in search of re-
ports, it has been associated with many 
events and has been invited as Media 

to cover many important events world-
wide. This article is a compendium of 

all  events Touriosity has covered and all 
destinations Team Touriosity has set its foot 

on. In future also Touriosity promises to make its 
presence felt in every big event in every corner of the 
world.  
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Touriosity has been in existence for a decade now. Our journey 
began in June-July 2012 with an issue themed on ‘Mountains’. We 
had hardly any concrete plans for the future but our young and 
inexperienced team was brimming with enthusiasm and boundless 
expectations. Everytime we had a new issue coming up, we would be 
full of excitement as we planned, discussed, created the content, ar-
ranged, edited and designed the articles and issue. There was always 
a variety in the work at our end and needless to say, we enjoyed 
it through and through. And now, as we complete this tenth year 
and the 117th issue, we thought there couldn’t be a better way to 
celebrate that diversity than to dedicate an article to the past issues of 
Touriosity. In the process our readers will not only have a quick recap 
of the old issues, this issue can also help track important articles and 
destinations in the previous issues. Those readers and subscribers who 
have started reading Touriosity recently may note that all previous is-
sues of Touriosity have been archived and can be accessed free of cost 
at www.thetouriosity.com and on payment at www.magzter.com. 

In this article we have arranged the issues, not in chronological order 
but by their sub-themes. 

Forest & Wildlife

Of all the sub-themes, the most common (and popular) one at Touri-
osity, over the last 10 years, has been ‘Forest & Wildlife’. We have so 
far had 16 issues based on this sub-theme. The first one of those was 
the very second issue of Touriosity [Aug-Sept 2012]. The current cover 
design style was introduced in this theme and has been continued 
in all issues thereafter. The call of the wild was loud and clear in the 
second edition of Touriosity. Elaborate accounts of wildlife travel by 
friends of Touriosity around the globe made this issue worth a read. 
Many Indian as well as foreign destinations were included in this 
issue. Soon after this issue, many enthusiastic wildlife photographers 
and forest tourism enthusiasts wrote to Touriosity’s editorial team ap-
preciating the new magazine and also showing interest to contribute 
in future issues. That was the beginning of a long lasting relationship 
with many of our writers. The demand for another forest-themed is-
sue was so high that Touriosity returned with another issue only seven 
months later [April 2013]. This eighth issue of Touriosity contained ar-
ticles on some very unusual Indian forest destinations including Dibru 
Saikhowa, Mangalajodi and Kutchh. Among the more known forests 
of India, this issue featured Corbett, Ranthambhore and Thattekad. 
Stone forest of China, Gorillas of Rwanda and wildlife of South Africa 
were also covered in the issue. There were also features on Crooked 

Forest of Poland, Dancing Forest of Kaliningrad and Fossil Forest from 
Jurassic Age in England. There was a spectacular Photo Feature with 
close-up photos of insects by Sarasij Chakraborty. Another six months 
down the line we came up with the third forest-themed issue {Oct 
2013]. The main stories in this isse featured Sariska National Park, Tado-
ba Andhari Tiger Reserve, Kabini Wildlife Sanctuary, Pench National 
Park, Kaziranga National Park and a story of bird watching at the lesser 
known Wadala. The best part of this issue was the Snapshots section 
that provided glimpses of 22 National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries 
across India. The Gorillas of Uganda, Shunan Bamboo Forest of China, 
Tunnel of Love in the forests of Ukraine, Khao Sok National Park in 
Thailand, Valdivian Rainforest in Chile, forests of Costa Rica and a story 
of Crocodiles of New Orleans were the foreign entries in this issue. The 
next forest issue that came more than a year later [January 2015] ex-
plored places with the most elusive species, therefore helping travellers 
find their way into places to spot the rarely sighted animals. Among the 
articles was one on Balloon safari in Maasai Mara in Kenya, an interest-
ing photo feature on snakes by Jignesh Patel, a unique article on ‘a day 
in the life of a tiger’ by Subhashis Chakraborty and a Snapshots article 
on National Parks of Northeast India. The March 2015 issue although 
themed on ‘Underwater Tourism’, had many visuals of aquafauna and 
has hence been grouped under the Wildlife theme. We had another 
forest issue later that year [October 2015]. This issue had thrilling stories 
of watching animals in the wild in the Agumbe rainforest, various forest 
areas of Madhya Pradesh, Corbett National Park, Pong Dam and Harike 
Wetland National Park in Punjab, Ranthambhore and Tadoba Andhari 
National Park. There were also articles on Kenyan wilderness as well 
as the lifestyle of the local people and an interesting feature on the 
Asian Elephant. The next wildlife issue came out very soon and it talked 
mainly about birding [March 2016]. There were articles on birdwatch-
ing in Jamnagar in Gujarat and birding at Bhakra Nangal Dam in Punjab 
apart from stories on Kaziranga National Park, Manas National Park, 
Sundarbans Tiger Reserve and Tadoba Andhari National Park in India 
and the forests and wildlife of Gamboa in Panama and Samburu in 
Kenya. The Late Pralay Lahiri shared with us an incredible story of rescu-
ing a leopard cub. The next issue [June 2016] helped readers follow the 
pugmarks of lions and tigers. There was an interesting photo feature on 
the life of a Cheetah family in Ndutu, Tanzania by Grete Howard. There 
was another photo feature of fauna in India and a glimpse of the life of 
elephants in Pinnawala Elephant orphanage in Srilanka. There was also 
an interesting story about the Enkoyanal Pride and other lions of Masaai 
Mara in Kenya by Soma Mukherjee. The next wildlife issue was really 
special [January 2017]. Apart from the regular forests, it also covered 
the wildlife of the Arctic region in an article by Amartya Mukherjee. 
There was also a pictorial article on Ol Pejeta Conservancy of Kenya 
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wildlife migration there. The 
next issue [December 2018] 
focused on the endangered 
animals of the world and 
special emphasis was on 
rhinos. There were also 
articles and anecdotes on 
the world’s smallest ante-
lopes, most of them rather 
unknown to travellers and 
animal lovers in this part 
of the world. The October 
2019 was really special in 
that it talked mainly about 
mothers and babies in the 
wilderness. The cover story 
on the mountain gorillas 
of Rwanda and a pictorial 
feature of birds of Tanzania 
were also engaging articles. 
The next forest issue was 
dedicated to the very tall 
and elegant giraffe [August 
2020]. There were articles 
about its various sub-
species, the best places to 
sight each one of them and 
a gory story of a ‘chase and 
kill’ in the wilderness. The 
next forest issue [March 
2021] brought alive the 
legendary Bagheera, the 
black panther from Rudyard 
Kipling’s ‘The Jungle Book’. 
There was also an article 
about a road trip across 
Guyana in search of the 
elusive Jaguar. The rest of 
the issue was dedicated 
to colourful avian species 
from around the world. The 
last forest issue was only in 
the previous month [April 
2022] and it was iconic. 
It focused on the various 
types of antelopes found 
around the world. It also 
had interesting articles on 
the Big Five of Africa and 
Tiger Sighting in India. It 
was a very informative and 
well researched issue.

Beach & Islands

Touriosity has dedicated 
7 issues so far to beaches 
and islands. In these issues, 

by Soma Mukherjee. The next forest-themed issue [December 2017] was full of information for our readers. It had 
a very beautiful article based on the personal experience of author Anindita Datta in Kenya focusing not on one 
but four important forest areas of the country, viz., Maasai Mara, Lake Nakuru, Amboseli and Naivasha. This issue 
marked the beginning of the map section where two separate articles provided exclusive maps for the forest holi-
days of our readers along with write up of all the 103 National Parks and 514 Wildlife Sanctuaries of India. The next 
forest issue [July 2018] had its focus on tigers, with most of the articles being themed on the striped species of the 
jungle. It had a unique photofeature on Kenyan wildlife across various national parks with a focus on the seasonal 
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Touriosity have always brought a breath of fresh air 
to its readers. Most Beach issues covered both Indian 
and foreign destinations. The Snapshots section in the 
October 2014 was huge, with a list of 111 Seaside 
Retreats in India and 350 Beach destinations around 
the World. 

Mountains

Starting from its very first issue, Touriosity had so far 
had 9 issues dedicated to mountains. Mountains are 
something that most people love to explore. But the 
mountain issues of Touriosity are about more than 
just holidays. They are as much about misty moun-
tain in India and abroad as they are about mountain 
tribes, mountain festivals, mountain railways and 
adventure activities like mountaineering expeditions, 
trekking, hiking and paraglyding. Touriosity has been 
the Media Partner of many mountaineering expedi-
tion to many unclimbed peaks in the Himalayas, 
the Andes, the Alps, the Pamir and the Karakoram 
Ranges, and every time it has come up with a cover 
story on the same. All mountain issues except April 
201 and March 2017 feature stories of such moun-
taineering expeditions. The cover of the April 2015 
issue with image of the Silk Route lured our readers 
to fish through the pages. The cover story was about 
a mountaineering expedition of some European 
mountaineers to the virgin peaks in the Shaksgam 
Range of the Karakoram. This was a successful 
expedition but ended with very tragic news of death 
of two members of the team; Touriosity as the Media 
Partner covered it all.

Touriosity sails across the 
seven seas and beyond 
to bring to the readers 
waves of information on 
magnificent sea destina-
tions. Islands are some of 
the most beautiful and 
picturesque destinations 
and probably the most 
sought after vacation 
spots. Our April 2014 issue 
had engrossing articles on 
foreign destinations like 

Bintan in Indonesia, Mykonos in Greece, Coral Island 
in Thailand, Corsica Island in France, Faroe Island of 
Denmark, the British overseas territory of Cayman 
Islands, Red crab migration in the Australian Christ-
mas Island, Wildlife Sanctuary in Kangaroo Island in 
Australia and the smallest inhabited island of Pitcairn, 
another British Overseas Territory. Beach issues of 
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One would think twice before travelling in search of the 
paranormal, but one must read about haunted destina-
tions to be aware of all the spirits lurking in famous tour-
ist spots. A shiver too many, down the spine, is guaran-
teed while reading the 2 ghost issues; but these remain 
as two of the most talked about issues of Touriosity ever.

Adventure

For the braveheart, the Adventure issues of Touriosity brought a lot of thrill! These had stories of adventure destinations from across the Indian 
states as well as the world. The December 2014 issue covered an interesting story of adventure while shooting for a reality show in Thailand 
by Bollywood actress Evelyn Sharma. The issue also had two mega articles listing Adventure Tourism destinations in India and those around the 
world. The March 2018 was one of the most unique issues of Touriosity. The cover page featuring the eagle hunters of Mongolia was enough to 
send the adrenaline rushing! Apart from an article on touring across Mongolia with eagle hunters by Tamar Valkenier, there
were articles on bicycling across the globe by Claus Anderson and a rare boating adventure in Texas, USA by Ingo Roeger.

Travellers with the eternal hungry stomach finds solace in 
our Food issues which talk about delectable dishes from 
around the world and beautifully captures the cuisine of 
various regions of India. From different kinds of odd drinks 
to strange food items, these issues bring information about 
‘must have’ food from nooks and corners of the world.

Deserts 

Food & 
Cuisine

Haunted

One of the landforms loved by many are the deserts and there are some beautiful desert destinations around the world. 
Touriosity has so far published 3 issues on deserts and these provide information to readers about all the 2 deserts around the 
world. The Indian destinations included are mainly from across the states of Rajasthan and UT of Ladakh.
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Festivals

Touriosity has had 4 issues 
dedicated to festivals, two 
of them [October 2012 
and October 2020] being 
focused on the Durga-Puja 
centric tourism in Bengal 
and the other two being 
dedicated to various cultural 
as well as religious festivals 
around India and the world 
that are known to pull 
many tourists. Idea behind the two October issues was to give the readers 
information on the various places to visit during the Puja vacations in order to 
fulfil the twin objective of seeing Durga Puja in Bengal and vacationing around 
at the same time. In the February 2013 issue Indian cultural festivals like 
Pushkar Camel Fair, Gujarat Kite Festival, Nagaland’s Hornbill festival, Ladakh’s 
Hemis Festival, Goa Carnival, Konark Dance Festival, Puri Beach Festival and 
Jaisalmer Desert Festival are covered. The foreign entries were Venice Carnival, 
Inle Lake Pagoda Festival of Myanmar, Galichnik Wedding Festival and Mud 

Waterbodies

Included in one bracket here 
are issues on rivers, lakes 
and canals. In January 2016 
issue one discovers exquisite 
river destinations around 
which historic civilisations 
grew up. Touriosity took 
some of the very rich riverine 
Indian destinations in this 
issue like Varanasi, Rishikesh, 
Guwahati and Amarkantak. 

The lakes around the world deserve special mention when it comes to travel destinations. Artificial, natural or volcanic, lakes add a beauty 
to places like none other. The May 2016 issue was full of information about different types of lake attractions across the world including the 
beautiful Ohrid Lake in Macedonia, Inle Lake in Myanmar, Lake Nakuru in Kenya, Gadisar Lake and Sambhar Lake in Rajasthan, Nainital and 
its lakes, the Tsomgo Lake in Sikkim, in Rajasthan, Vembanad Lake in Kerala, Loktak Lake of Manipur, and the lakes of Shillong and Ooty. The 
January 2019 issue was again themed on rivers and the February 2022 issue brought to readers the beauty of canal cities around the world.

Festival of South Korea. The February 2017 had editorial coverag-
es of Jal Mahotsav in Hanuwantiya, Madhya Pradesh, Rannotsav 
in Kutchh, Gujarat and Kite Festival of Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Journeys & Vehicles

The role of vehicles in tourism is often neglected and you hardly 
find an article on vehicle attractions, except the ones that talk 
about cruise stories. We have had 4 issues dedicated to journeys 
and vehicles. October 2016 issue marked a milestone for Tourios-

ity as it covered the story of 
‘Wheels of Joy’, the tram gifted 
to Calcutta by Touriosity. Other 
interesting vehicles around the 
world (including coracle boats 
of Karnataka, toy train of Dar-
jeeling, houseboats of Kerala, 
Shikhara of Kashmir, Gondo-
las of Venice, dog sledges of 
Alaska, hot air balloons etc.) 
that travellers can experience 
had been written about. 

May 2014 is about the most interesting train journeys in the world. The September 2019 and January 2021 focus on the most adventurous journeys.
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Visiting different destinations which have grown around the cultures of the people living in it and the stories and uniqueness of 
each culture is a different experience altogether! Touriosity has had 5 issue themed on ‘culture’ that celebrate cultural tourism in 
India and around the globe. India is a land of cultural diversity and in that sense it is a true paradise for travellers from all around 
the world. Unique customs, traditions, dances, songs, festivals, attires, beauty routines as well as different lifestyle of people is 
the focus in these issues. The December 2020 was the 100th issue and brought portraits from around the world. April 2021 issue 
was dedicated to cultural diversity of Africa while December 2021 and January 2022 focused on cultural heritage of Asia.

World
Culture

Virtual Tour

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic gripped the world, 
in the first three months of 
strict lockdown, Tourios-
ity dedicated 3 consecutive 
issues to Virtual Tourism. 
March 2020 issue provided 
the readers a virtual tour of 
the world, bringing them 
glimpses of the most popular 

tourist destinations as on 
date. It also had a list of the 
best travel movies of all times 
to watch, since travel itself 
was not possible. April 2020 
issue gave a virtual tour of 
the remotest places of the 
world and contained a list of 
best travel books. The May 
2020 issue provided glimpses 
into some rather unexplored 
countries of the world.

Architecture

In the two issues dedicated to this theme, Touriosity explores the 
architectural wonders, monuments and buildings all around the 
world. The issues also focus on temple architecture, tomb architec-
ture, colonial architecture, world architectural styles, UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites, masterpieces of Antoni Gaudi in Spain and so on. The 
issues are replete with beautiful images and pictorial illustrations.

Rock

Uncommon destinations which have specialities in rock formations and rock 
monuments were captured in these two issues. Destinations in India included 
cave paintings of Bhimbetka, rock temples of Mahabalipuram, Ajanta and 
Ellora caves, rock-cut temples of Warangal, rock carvings of Unakoti and rock-
cut temples and architecture of Hampi. Foreign destinations like the Grand 
Canyon, Petra in Jordan, the Easter Island, Uluru and Mushroom Rock State 
Park in Kansas were written about. Snapshots section listed ‘50 must visit 
rocky destinations around the world’, rock climbing destinations, etc.
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After 10 years and 117 successful issues it 
is time to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of Touriosity Travelmag. It was a pleasure 
so far to share all our adventures with the 
readers worldwide and contribute to this 
great development of such an amazing 
travel magazine. This milestone is a happy 
occasion for us equally. Touriosity Travel-
mag has been our exclusive media partner 
and supporter of all our adventures for the 
last 10 years on 8 expeditions worldwide, 
from the Andes Mountain Range in South 
America, the Caucasus Mountains in Eura-
sia, the Pamir Mountains in Tajikistan, the 
Karakorum Mountain Range in India and 
Pakistan to the great Himalayas in Nepal. 
These adventures have resulted in a total 

of 10 cover photos and 15 articles in-
cluding 4 cultural reports on 101 pages 
over these 10 years. 

We, as a team of climbers, are always 
looking for pristine culture of fascinat-
ing mountain tribes, untouched nature, 
nameless and unclimbed peaks in wild 
and secluded, unexplored side valleys. 
We have been fortunate to have Tourios-
ity Travelmag as our media partner every 
time that we set foot to explore the 
unknown, unseen and the unclimbed.

Trekking hundreds of kilometers via 
camel caravan through Shaksgam Valley, 
via yak caravan of the Pamir Nomads 

over the high altitude plains of the 
Afghan Pamir, exploring the Karakorum 
valleys with our local porters in Baltistan, 
Shimshal or Hunza expanded our own 
horizons. The summit celebrations with 
the locals singing together happy songs 
were special. Their hospitality and tradi-
tional food like fresh goat meat grilled in 
open fire by the Pamir Nomads, delicious 
butter-cheese-chapati dishes with the 
Shimshali people, wine from underground 
stone vessels of the Hunza people and 
rough home-brewed mulberry liquor of 
the Kalasha tribesmen in the Hindukush 
or salty yak butter tea in Tibet were just 
amazing.
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Those explorative expeditions into secluded areas were such ec-
lectic experiences that back at home it takes months to process all 
the adventure you have lived through. An expedition reduces eve-
rything to the essentials in life. There is no excessive over-supply of 
things anymore, no distraction by noisy modern life. After a while 
you cherish the electronic detox and learn to enjoy the simple life 
again, to feel yourself amidst pure nature. No phone connection, 
no emails, no nothing anymore. All problems that occur need to 
be solved by yourself and the team you rely on. There is no help 
from outside to be expected, you depend on yourself and the 
choices you take. The team spirit grows proportionally to the hard-
ship you and your friends have to go through. Oftentimes, there 
are landslides blocking the way, at times roaring glacier rivers to 
be crossed by yourself, persistent risk of avalanches and crevasse 
falls and the hard climb in high altitude above 6,000m or even 
7,000m. But reaching the summit with a good team of friends 
after a strenuous approach and exhausting climb is an incredible 
and unforgettable experience. 

Thank you TOURIOSITY TRAVELMAG for your great partnership 
and all the interesting reports you offered us. We are eagerly look-
ing forward to the next ten years!

Each of our expeditions are very close to our hearts. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs I would love to provide a glimpse of all our 
mountaineering expeditions undertaken over the last 10 years with 
Touriosity as our Media Partner.

Our first collaboration with Touriosity was during our expedition 
of 2012. In July 2012 we set off for an expedition to traverse the 
Wakhan Corridor in Afghanistan from West to East, past Lake 
Chaqmaqtin to explore side valleys of the Ak Su range of the Little 
Pamir and try to ascend one of those nameless and unclimbed 
giants of rock and ice. Our team consisted of Sarah Sheridan from 
Australia, Malgorzata Skowronska from Poland, Mariusz Hoff-
mann, Andreas Schnall and Christof Nettekoven from Germany.

Wakhan Corridor is one of the most isolated high plateaus of 
the Pamir Range and due to this isolation it remains to be one 
of the few places on earth that offers a fascinating combina-
tion of untouched nature, pristine culture of Wakhi and Kyrgyz 
nomads, unexplored valleys and unclimbed virgin peaks. Situated 
in the province of Badakhshan, it is the most north-eastern tip of 
Afghanistan and borders to Tajikistan, China and Pakistan. It forms 
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a narrow corridor with a length of 300km and a width of 17 km 
at its narrowest point and 60 km at its widest point. The complete 
corridor is embraced by mighty mountain ranges: by the Hindukush 
in the southwest, by the Great Pamir in the north, in the south east 
by the Karakorum and the Little Pamir, that reaches as far as to the 
Chinese border. 

In 2013 our target destination was the Shuijerab Range in Paki-
stan located close to the Pak-Chinese border. Our team consisted 
of Birgit Walk, Harry Kirschenhofer, Michael Pfeiffer and Christof 
Nettekoven. 

In 2014 we chose a very special target for our expedition – the 
‘magical’ Shaksgam Valley of Aghil Range in the north side of the 
Karakorum in Xinjiang in China. It is famous for the north faces of 
K2, Broad Peak, Gasherbrum I and II, which are less explored. In 
June 2014 our group of three international teams with a total of 
nine members under the leadership of Bruce Normand set off for an 
explorative expedition into the Shaksgam Valley, a veritable paradise 
for unclimbed peaks right on the border between Pakistan and 
China, on the Karakorum North Side. One of the teams consisted 
of Bruce Normand (Scotland), Dmitry Shapovalov (Ukraine), Jesse 
Mease and Rob Duncan (USA), another team comprised of Peter 
Mežnar and Aleš Holc from Slovenia and the last team from Ger-
many comprised of Harry Kirschenhofer, Lukas Brexler and Christof 
Nettekoven.
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Divided into three separate teams, we had entered Shaksgam 
Valley on the north side of the Karakorum Range. Nine of 
us had different targets in the same area, but we shared the 
same love and passion for nature and its mountains, especially 
the adventure of exploring unclimbed peaks. Everybody knew 
about the risks involved; we all were aware of what we were 
doing and why. But as destiny would have it, Aleš Holc and 
Peter Mežnar, two great friends and experienced climbers 
stayed back in the mountains forever. As members of the 
Slovenian Alpine Club of Kamnik and the mountain rescue 
team, Aleš and Peter had plenty of experience and expertise. 
They had previously succeeded on some of the hardest climbs 
worldwide, from Tien Shan to the Indian and Tibetan Himala-
yas, further to the Andes and much more, earning nomination 
for the Piolet D`Or for their efforts. They had also succeeded 
in inspiring the first ascents like Xuelian North East in China, 
Southface of Nampa or the Northface of Gyachung Kang 
(7,952m) in Tibet. The new routes they discovered leave no 



doubt of their great skills and experience as climbers. But this 
time, unfortunately, they didn’t make it back to the base camp. 

Every expedition is like a spiritual journey. It tests our physi-
cal and mental strength, and brings out hidden treasures from 
within. It took us quite some time to come out of the shock of 
their death.

In 2016 we targeted the breathtaking high alpine landscape of 
the Central Karakorum with its incredible giants of rock and ice. 
Some of the most famous and notorious peaks can be found 
here in Baltistan. Peaks like K2, the Gasherbrums, Masherbrum, 
Ogre, Latok and the Trango Towers are legendary. There are 
also plenty of unclimbed and nameless peaks that attracted us 
into the farthest valleys of this massive mountain labyrinth. This 
time we followed the traces of the ancient trade route to West-
ern Muztagh Pass to explore pristine side valleys of Maedan in 
the search for unclimbed 6,000m peaks.

Western Muztagh Pass is an old connection between Turkestan 
and Baltistan via Shaksgam Valley on the Chinese side. From 
there the Yarkant-Baltistan caravans crossed either Western or 
Eastern Muztagh Pass, depending on the ever changing glacier 
conditions. The difficult glacier conditions and rising attacks of 
the Hunza people to rob the caravans, leading to killing or sell-
ing the members as slaves in Yarkant, Kashgar or Afghanistan 
lead finally to abandon this historic route.

In 2017 we made our way to Nepal’s Mugu region, deep in the 
far west, where one can still find secluded valleys with pristine 
nature and unclimbed peaks. Mugu is one of the remotest and 
least developed districts of Nepal, far away from the madding 
crowd of the popular tourist areas and famous trekking routes. 
Due to this isolation and difficult access, as well as the lack of 
famous and dominant peaks of above 7000m, combined with 
the heavy activities of the Maoist rebels until 2006, there was 
hardly any explorations and development in mountaineering 
sports in this region. Our targets were Kangla Himal and eastern 
Gorakh Himal which had remained untouched and unclimbed 
till then. On this expedition, the team consisted of Nils Beste, 
Bernde Emmerich, Franz Friebel, Harry Kirschenhofer, Ingo 
Röger and Christof Nettekoven this time.
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In 2018 during my preparations for 
another expedition in far west Nepal, I 
stumbled upon a fascinating group of 
peaks. At that time, we had already fixed 
our mountain targets for the upcoming 
season. But this Google Earth view of a 
fascinating circle of peaks up to 6,600m 
high was so spectacular that it never got 
out of my mind. 

Imagine a circle of five pyramidal peaks 
around a glacier basin that reminds one 
of the spikes of a crown. To my surprise, 
further research revealed that those 
peaks were yet to be climbed, viz., Til 
Kang (6,369m), Takphu Himal (6,395m), 
and three nameless peaks P3 (6,422m), 
P2 (6,521m) and P1 (6,613m). Further 
search revealed that those virgin peaks 
are part of the Nalakankar Himal, which 
stretches from the most northwestern 
part of Nepal all the way up to Tibet. It 
is situated south of holy Manasarovar 

Lake, which is sacred to four religions: 
the Hindus, the Buddhists, the Jains and 
the Böns. 

The highest peak of the Nalakankar Himal 
is the Gurla Mandhata with a height of 
7,694m. Our target area was right on the 
border between both countries, sepa-
rated to the south by the Limi Valley and 
to the east by Chandi Himal.

For this expedition, we teamed up with 
Bruce Normand (winner of the Annual 
Mountaineering Award ‘Piolet D`Or’ in 
2010). We came to know of another 
team with the same target at around the 
same time. Since we consider mountain-
eering not as a competition between 
climbers, we decided to contact this Brit-
ish team of Julian Freeman-Attwood. We 
mutually decided to join forces on this 
expedition. Julian was a true expert and 
he was on his seventh expedition into 

the far west Nepal. His knowledge and 
local connections were of much help in 
arranging this tour. Nick Colton is famous 
for his legendary Colton-McIntyre route 
on Grande Jorasses in the French Alps 
and new routes on Denali. Ed Douglas, 
who had already summited the Shivling, 
completed our experienced team of five.

The pandemic stood in our way of any 
further expeditions hereafter. We were 
making plans for our next big expedi-
tion when the deadly corona virus took 
over the world. We are so thankful that 
the pandemic is finally on the verge of 
coming to an end. We are hopeful that 
we will set off on a new mountaineer-
ing expedition very soon and bring the 
success story back with us for the readers 
of Touriosity. Meanwhile readers may 
find the detailed reports of all the above 
expeditions in the past Mountain-themed 
issues of Touriosity.
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You can have good business sense, particularly for tapping into current or future trends. You take more pride in our tastes, relation-
ships, and personal possessions.. This is also a good time to move past or beyond an emotionally “stuck” place. 

Places to visit: Azores – Portugal - The unforgettable sight of sunrise with the island of Pico in the background; the quiet inlets with 
beaches of soft sand; the hydrangeas standing are the places to see.

Valley of Flowers - As the summer arrives, the Valley  of Flowers in Nainital  turns into a palette of colorful flowers that covers the entire 
landscape.

Favorable Dates: June 5, 9, 14, 18, 23, 27   Favorable Colors: Yellow & Blue

This is a wonderful time to develop your pet projects or work. Your powers of attraction and personal magnetism are special and your 
own feelings tend to match the intensity you’re projecting. 

Places to visit : Samos in Greece - Samos is an island ruled by legend and beauty. It is the island of the father of mathematics, Pythago-
ras, the astronomer Aristarchus and the philosopher Epicurus. 

Charminar - The structure is known for the signature 4 minarets, which are built in a marvelous Indo-Islamic style. It also houses a 
mosque, which is also a remarkable work of medieval architecture.

Favorable Dates: June 2, 7, 11, 16, 20, 25   Favorable Colors: White & Purple

The urge to start fresh, to break free from restrictive attitudes or circumstances, to totally redesign an area of your lives  and to gain 
freedom through independence is strong during this cycle. 

Places to visit: Rothenburg in Germany - The unique atmosphere of Rothenburg can be experienced when you stroll through the high-
ways and byways of this town, where you will discover evidence of a bygone age on almost every corner:

Backwaters of Kerala -  These backwaters are known for their unique scenic beauty and a rich variety of flora, fauna, avi-fauna and 
marine life.

Favorable Dates: June 1, 2, 10, 11, 19, 20   Favorable Colors: Red & Purple

This can be a strong period for networking, connecting, and enjoying friends, goals, and dreams. You would be open to new energies, 
approaches and attitudes. You can meet people who inspire you or introduce you to new ideas and perspectives this month. 

Places to visit: Hvar - The city of Hyar in Croatia is a unique fusion of luxurious Mediterranean nature, rich cultural and historical herit-
age, and mundane, tourist present.

Elephanta Caves, Mumbai -. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Caves are famous for their ancient rock cut temples dedicated to the 
Hindu and Buddhist traditions

Favorable Dates: June 7, 9, 16, 25, 27, 29   Favorable Colors: Green & Grey

There is a nesting urge experienced now, and also a stronger ability to find beauty in things. You are looking for more meaning or color 
to your lives and especially to your relationships. 

Places to visit: Piran in Slovenia - One of the most photogenic cities in the Mediterranean, Piran has preserved its unsurpassed charm. 
The proximity to the sea and the rich history, which is mirrored in the architecture, draw magical scenes.

Havelock Island, Andamans - The shoreline is strikingly different from most other beaches found in India and is one of the few must 
visit exotic locations in the country.

Favorable Dates : June 3, 8, 12, 16, 21, 26  Favorable Colors: Blue & White

This period can push you to take better care of your finances, but it’s also a strong period for building confidence in your own worth. 
Your feelings and tastes are grand, and you may be especially extravagant or indulgent. 

Places to visit - Amir Chakhmaq Square -. The desert city, famous for its windcatchers is located in the middle of Iran and is the centre 
of Zoroastrian culture. 

Amber Fort, Jaipur - The Amber fort is not only one of the most majestic monuments in India but its scenic location and preservation 
makes it a major tourist attraction in Jaipur.

Favorable Dates: June 4, 8, 13, 17, 21, 26   Favorable Colors: Red & Yellow
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Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com

This month brings easier and more natural energy for getting things done and pursuing your desires. Asserting 
your needs or purpose is not only natural, it goes over well with others. 

Places to visit: Kruger National Park – Situated in South Africa, it offers visitors the chance to see the “Big Five”: 
lion, leopard, buffalo, elephant, and rhino, as well as an astounding diversity of other wildlife.

Ajanta and Ellora Caves, Aurangabad - The Ajanta Caves mainly consist of rock cut monuments dedicated to 
the ancient Buddhist traditions, while Ellora cave contain Hindu, Buddhist and Jain monuments built during the 
Rashtrakuta Empire.

Favorable Dates: June 2, 3, 11, 12, 20, 21   Favorable Colors: Red & Purple

The month is a powerful one, even if it is tumultuous at times. You will be finding new and improved ways to 
make your mark on the world.  You would give thought to your finances and how you can make important 
changes that free you from worry and limiting attitudes. 

Places to visit:  Mellieha in Malta - Its elevated maritime position, being surrounded on three sides by the Blue 
Mediterranean Sea, gives it magnificent views all around.  

City Palace, Udaipur - The palace is one of the most visited monuments in India and is known for its opulent 
Hindu Rajput Architecture.

Favorable Dates: May 1, 3, 10, 12, 19, 21   Favorable Colors: Brown & Yellow

You may get encouragement or motivation to pursue your desires and ambitions through a relationship during 
this period. You can find that you’re less inhibited and more spirited now, and more willing to pursue activities 
that require a little extra courage. 

Places to visit : Ploumanac’h in France – The area is renowned for its unusual rock formations, the best of which 
can be found on the coastal path between Perros-Guirec and the port of Ploumanac’h.

Ruins of Hampi, Karnataka – This is famous for its stone carved structures, built in marvellous Dravidian style 
architecture, temples and monuments.

Favorable Dates: June 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22   Favorable Colors: Blue & Yellow

A romance or creative project may not be moving at the speed you’d like and on the other hand, the drive to 
produce and perform is strong. There would be a quest to become dedicated to the service of others during 
this month. 

Places to visit: Aquitaine in France -It is known as a place of leisure for the high French society and remains a 
trendy destination for summer holidays.
 
Kaziranga National Park, Assam - It is spread around an area of 430 sq. kilometers and is known for its varied 
terrain and vegetation that houses a large number of wildlife species.

Favorable Dates: June 5, 6, 14, 15, 23, 24   Favorable Colors: Green & Blue

The month continues to bring good fortune when it comes to family and your personal life, and will introduce 
plenty of positivity for romance and recreation. 

Places to visit: Cavtat in Croatia - Its scenery, the rich cultural and historical heritage along with the range of 
services offered to tourists meet the demands of the present day tourists

Ghats at Varanasi Uttar Pradesh - The Ghats along the holy Ganges river in the ancient city of Varanasi are 
known to attract a large number and tourists from arounf the world as well as many devotees who visit Varanasi 
to seek spiritual salvation.

Favorable Dates: June 2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23   Favorable Colors : Green & Red

This month will  introduce fortunate energy for establishing yourself and getting comfortable. You’ll be taking 
in information and letting inspiration or intuition work its magic rather than try to push an idea. 

Places to visit: Mount Elbrus in Russia -  Elbrus is included as one of the Seven Summits (being the highest sum-
mits on each of the planet’s seven continents). It attracts both experienced and novice mountain climbers from 
around the world.

Tawang Monastery, Tawang - The building is located at an elevation of 3000 meters above sea level and is 
known for its scenic views and remarkable architecture

Favorable Dates: June 3, 5, 12, 14, 24, 25   Favorable Colors : Purple & Cream
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With the twin objective of bringing Travel Art to the ‘City of Joy’ Kolkata and to enhance 
the look of the city’s Heritage Tram, as also to give back something to this beautiful home-
town of Touriosity, Rupanjana De, the Editor of the magazine, conceived of this unique 
tram for the city. On her request Spanish watercolour artist Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao agreed 
to illustrate one of the city’s trams with the most important tourist attractions of Kolkata. 
The result was this light green coloured tram (that the team named ‘Wheels of Joy’) cov-
ered in 65 illustrations. Soon after its maiden voyage on the streets of the city, it became a 
favourite with the locals and today it can be seen plying on all three tram routes here.

It is a matter of pride and elation for Team Touriosity every time one sees Wheels of Joy, 
the green tram, with colours and meaningful illustration on its body. And its not just us, 
when this tram rolls across the streets of Calcutta, to the bystanders also, watching the 
bright tram with wonderful paintings of the City of Joy is an experience in itself. Time stops 
when the tram slowly rolls over, with its iconic sound and people stop in their tracks to 
marvel at the unique tram.

The tram is seen regularly across south Calcutta – sometimes in Tollygunge, sometimes in 
Rashbehari, or Hazra! People who do not usually take trams sometimes make a run for it 
just to experience a ride in this amazing piece of vehicle! And it all belongs to Touriosity! 
Well, the tram does not really belong to us, but the credit for turning an otherwise ordi-
nary, old tram to a piece of art, a sought after one in the city, indeed belongs to us.
It has been more than six years that the tram came into being, and as part of this special 
issue celebration, our baby, Wheels of Joy deserves special mention. A more elaborate 
account will be found in the pages of October issue of 2016. It was an issue themed on 
vehicles as an important part of travels, and our tram was on the cover.

Trams have been becoming extinct, because times have become faster and people prefer 
faster modes of transport and a tram is simply a part of the yesteryears, a luxury and a sym-
bol of history more than that of utility. There was a time when trams plied on the roads of 
many Indian cities. Today, they are seen only on a few routes of Kolkata. And hence, trams 
enjoy almost a heritage value in the city. Visitors coming here for the first time make sure 
to board a tram at least for a small ride. So, for us at Touriosity, it made sense to design a 
special tram that would be an attraction in itself, and which would also give visitors an idea 
about the other ‘must see’ and ‘must do’ things here. Team Touriosity joined hands with 
the Calcutta Tram Corporation for a tram that needed renovation and West Bengal Tourism 
Department came forward to sponsor the stationeries and paint required. The concept, 
labour and creativity came from Team Touriosity. On the designated day Team Touriosity, 
with Joaquin, armed with large paintbrushes, colours and a heart full of excitement went 
to the Nonapukur Tram Depot to start painting the tram. Through rain and sun, sweat and 
dust, the team slogged and what came out was nothing short of a masterpiece.

Named Wheels of Joy, the tram was bedecked with scenes inherent to Calcutta. From 
Hooghly Bridge to hand-pulled rickshaw, Kalighat to Durga Thakur, New Market to Chicken 
roll, anything that speaks of Calcutta was on the tram! At the end of two hectic days, the 
smiles through the tired faces of the team showed that all the toil through the two days 
had been worth it! 

The output was so beautiful that the West Bengal Tourism Department decided to inaugu-
rate the tram with much pomp and gaiety on World Tourism Day, September 27th, 2016. 
Team Touriosity was invited. It was a rather wonderful yet simple affair of launching a tram, 
of course normally trams are not ‘launched’, but Wheels of Joy was special. The Minister 
of State for Tourism, Government of West Bengal launched it at an event at the Esplanade 
tram depot. A group of girls from an orphanage were given a ride on the tram past the 
various city attractions as illustrated on its body. As the tram slowly gathered speed, the 
little girls cheered and clapped. On its maiden ride, the tram turned heads throughout the 
city, wherever it went! People stopped to take photos of it, or maybe catch a selfie with it 
too. Rides on Calcutta trams come as cheap as INR 5 for the shortest distance.
The team involved in the Tram project, found an indelible place, on the back of the tram 
as well as the pages of Touriosity! Wheels of Joy has had a good run in terms of popular-
ity. It was featured widely in all advertisement campaigns when the lifestyle brand Central 
made its entry into Kolkata. Touriosity was proud to see its baby stand as an identity of its 

favourite city.

Seen in the photos:

(Left) Team Touriosity with its creation, the ‘Wheels of 

Joy’ and the artist busy in illustrating

(Above) Editor Rupanjana De and Joaquin busy with 

illustratons; close-up of  the illustrations and the inau-

gural joyride for orphan children
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Book Publications 
by 

TOURIOSITY

The very first issue of Touriosity Travelmag, 
back in June 2012, included an article by 
Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, a self-taught 
globetrotting artist from Spain. But it was 
more than just an article; it contained his 
impressions of God’s Own Country, Kerala, 
in bright and bold brushstrokes. Travel Art 
was still quite unknown to the readers and 
art enthusiasts in India back then, and Touriosity was 
happy to introduce it to readers and travellers across the country. The regular col-
umn by Joaquin ‘An Artist’s Impression’ continued issue after issue, bringing to the readers each time, a new destination, somewhere in 
the world, in a whole new avatar. And needless to mention, the readers loved it.

With each completed year at Touriosity, the articles of Joaquin also kept getting added to the archives. As a tribute to travel art and to 
inspire new generation of travel artists, readers as well as travellers, as also to commemorate the artist’s continued association with the 
magazine, Touriosity, in due course of time, decided to bring out a compilation of his articles. Since there were destinations from various 
continents, it was thought fit to publish them in separate volumes. In December, 2019 the first volume of the book was released; it was 
called Artist’s Impression of Europe.

This book brings to readers vibrant ‘near perfect’ illustrations 
of Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao along with vivid descriptions of his 
travels across the globe. The book contains a range of diverse 
destinations across Europe beautifully captured in the artist’s 
master strokes. The destinations do not follow any definite 
pattern or rating in this book, but have been chosen randomly 
based on the author’s trip there and for ease of browsing, 
have been arranged in alphabetical order. In addition, there 
is a map to help readers locate the destinations.

While backpacking to different destinations across Europe, 
the author would carry his notebook, colours, brushes and 
everything else he needed to capture in its pages what 
he saw. Once at the destination, he would sit down at a 
quite place with a good view to paint. As he continued 
to visit more and more places, his notebook became 
bigger and bigger with the detailed illustrations of the 
different places. The same were later enriched with his 
experiences in the form of a travelogue and published 
in various issues of Touriosity Travelmag. This iconic 
book published by Touriosity compiles all the destina-
tions of Europe featured in the magazine up until 
2019.

In addition to simple illustrations using his paint 
brushes or markers, the author has often used 
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items like used postage stamps, wrappers, tickets etc. to make his illustra-
tions come alive and provide a perfect glimpse of the place that it seeks to 
capture. These add to the uniqueness of the book.

A travel artist or illustrator is somewhat like a modern-day impressionist; he 
has the gift of being able to quickly capture a structure or a random scene. 
It starts with a loosely-drawn sketch and depending upon the finesse and 
expertise of the artist, can reach ‘near perfect’ level. However, a lot also 
depends on the style of painting or illustrating by the artist concerned. 
While an artist may aim at making his illustrations look as close to the 
original as possible, others may like to make them abstract. Some prefer 
only line drawing, and using a single colour, other like vivid descriptions. 
Some add animations, others prefer them more realistic. And to do it, 
all that he or she needs is a blank notebook and his compact painting 
kit consisting of assorted pencils, pens, paints, and may be a drawing 
board or foldable easel.

While for most others visiting a tourist destination, it is fun and a 
holiday, for the travel artist, it is work, and of course, passion. They 
can be seen leaning up against a wall or sitting off in a corner, cut 
off from the rest of the world, totally engrossed in the painting. The 
work of a travel illustrator is tedious and calls for great attention. 
They have to draw very fast, especially when capturing scenes, like 
that in touristy markets, or parks. Sometimes, they draw just the 
outlines and fill the colours and other minute details later on. Work-
ing on the touristy places are also difficult due to the presence of 
crowd and too much attention from the people around.

But at the end, travel art looks beautiful! And there is no second opinion about it.

Touriosity has always endeavoured to look into travel from different perspectives: from that of a mountaineer, a naturalist, an environmen-
talist, a poet, a travel writer, a gourmet enthusiast, a cyclist, from the point of view of sustainable development, cultural exchange and so 
on. So the desire to look at different destinations of the world through the eyes of a painter using his sketches and illustrations as a medium 
came quite naturally.

The first book of our travel art series was Artist’s Impression of Europe. The next in the series Artist’s Impression of South America, 
the cover of which has been shared above, is the next in the series and this book is already with the printers and is expected to by out by 
the next couple of months. The third book in the series will be Artist’s Impression of Asia and the same will be out probably by the end 

of 2023. For those interested in buying the Artist’s Impression 
of Europe, it is available at Amazon.



42 Vol 10, Issue 12, Touriosity Travelmag, May 2022



Vol 10, Issue 12, Touriosity Travelmag, May 2022 43

Touriosity not only took people to places but itself set foot on a 
number of destinations throughout the journey. From being media 
partner of events, mountaineering and paragliding expeditions and 
Tourism Festivals, to being invited by State Tourism departments and 
making editorial coverages on lesser known destinations, Touriosity 

1. With German mountaineers at Pashupatinath temple in Kathmandu, Nepal;

2,3. Spanish painter Joaquin busy illustrating on the boat during Sundarban trip;

4. Kite Festival in Gujarat;

5. Editor at Jal Mahotsav in Hanuwantiya, Madhya Pradesh;

6. Team Touriosity at the excavations site at Moghalmari, West Bengal;

7. Editor at the ruins of Vijaynagara Empire in Hampi, Karnataka;

8. Team Touriosity at Goa during GITM 2019;

9. Editor at the site of the stupa at Kesariya, Bihar, near the Indo-Nepal border.
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has set its footprints everywhere it went, and now those are alive in 
the pages of the magazine. In this article we have summed up our 
experience of going places over the years.

Our first invitation came 3 years after our first issue. It was a hum-
bling experience. In 2015, Team Touriosity was invited to visit the 
serene Hampi – with its hills and rocks on one side and temples on 
the other. It is a favourite for tourists touring southern part of India. 
The charm of Hampi lies in the beautiful architecture of ancient 
times which are either religious or civil or military structures. Tem-
ples and monuments here include the Achyuta Raya Temple, Badavi 
Linga, Krishna Temple Complex, Vittala Temple, underground 
Shiva temple and many more. Hampi is very friendly to tourists and 
backpackers with many options for accommodation and meals. This 
was indeed a memorable trip and made for a good write up in the 
magazine later.

In August of 2016, An Artist’s Impression columnist Joaquin Gonza-
lez Dorao made a trip to India and our Editor invited him to stay at 
Kolkata for a few days. To show him the mangroves of the Sundar-
bans – the land of the Royal Bengal Tiger, the team went around in 
a jetty through the distributaries of the Ganga among the mangrove 

forests, all the way to the Bay of Bengal. All the while, Joaquin kept 
drawing whatever sights and scenes he saw, and those remained 
as valuable treasure of Touriosity! Although no tigers were spotted, 
deer, crocodile, turtles, monitor lizards and a whole lot of migratory 
birds were sighted. However, it was a thrilling experience waiting 
in the rain, standing on a watch tower waiting to spot the Mighty 
Cat. The West Bengal Tourism was gracious enough to host us at 
the iconic Sajnekhali Tourist Lodge that is made fully of logs and 
delicious meals, consisting of fresh catch was served to us – Tiger 
prawns, bhetki fish, crabs, duck, chicken and much more!

In 2016, the Editor of Touriosity was also invited by the Bihar State 
Tourism department to visit Kesariya near the state’s border with 
Nepal for an exclusive Editorial coverage. The trip was fascinating as 
it resulted in visiting the place where the young Prince Siddhartha is 
said to have shaved off his head before confirming his decision to 
renounce the world. The stupa is believed to have been built at this 
spot to commemorate the same. This recently excavated stupa has 
taken the world by surprise. At 104 feet it is reportedly the largest 
Stupa in the world. An outstanding example of finest Buddhist 
architecture, the stupa reveals the stories of Buddha’s humane ap-
proach to all, irrespective of caste, creed and religion.

In January 2017, there was a twin invite for Team Touriosity to two 
major Tourism festivals of India conducted exclusively by the State 
Tourism Boards. One was the Jal Mahotsav at Madhya Pradesh. The 
venue of this event was the island of Hanuwantiya which is now 
developing into a booming travel destination. Jal Mahotsav, or the 
Water Festival, brought about all possible kinds of water adventure 

1,2. With delegates from various countries at ITB Asia 2017 at Singapore;

3. An evening well spent with the mountaineers from German Alpine Club in 

Kathmandu, Nepal;

4,5. At ITB Asia 2017 held in Singapore;

6,7. Opening ceremony at ATF 2018 in Chiang Mai, Thailand;

8. Opening ceremony of KITE 2019 at Bangalore, Karnataka;

9. Opening ceremony of GITM 2019 at Goa.
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sports for visitors. From banana boats and motor boats to water zorb-
ing, parasailing, snorkelling and scuba diving, Team Touriosity experi-
enced quite a few of them! Apart from the water sports, there were 
other activities too, like hot air balloon, rock climbing and some activi-
ties for kids and adults alike which were less strenuous. For accommo-
dation there were luxurious tents, replete with all modern amenities, 
with attached personal bathrooms where the team put up. The trip 
also included a visit to Omkareshwar and Maheshwar and a stop at 
Mandu, the ruins of the fortress that it once used to be. An entire city 
has grown up among the ruins, and legends of the place still reverber-
ate across every nook and corner! The trip around Madhya Pradesh 
was not only fun-filled but also equally enriching for the team.

The second invitation of Team Touriosity was at the mesmerising Kite 
Festival in Ahmedabad in Gujarat. There were participants from all 
over the world – Vietnam, Indonesia, Australia, Canada, Germany and 
more! Teams from all over India also participated in the event. What 
was unique about this festival was the showcase of several varieties 
of kites by the participants - some very peculiar, some scientific and 
some plain beautiful. All the colours fluttering against the blue sky 
was a rare sight to behold and a unique experience altogether! Add 
to that the tasty Gujarati food and sightseeing across Ahmedabad! 
Sabarmati Riverfront, the arena for the festival, was perfect for this 
winter event! The trip also included a few more attractions - camp-
ing, bonfire and tribal dance in the forests of Polo and trips to the 
architectural splendours of Modhera Sun temple and the legendary 
Rani Ki Bav stepwell!

In February 2017, the team was invited to visit Moghalmari in Paschim 

Medinipur district of West Bengal, where recently the relics of a 7th 
century Buddhist monastery have been unearthed. Work is still going 
on in the excavation site and a museum will soon be built upon it to 
safeguard the precious relics. Team Touriosity was lucky enough to 
get first-hand view of these relics.

During September 2017, the team was happy to meet up the 
mountaineers of the German Alpine Club who had come to Nepal 
all the way from Germany with a plan to make an expedition to the 
unclimbed peaks of the Mugu Region in the Himalayas. Touriosity has 
been the exclusive Media Partner of all the expeditions of this team 
around the world since 2012.

Later in October 2017, the Editor was invited to ITB Asia at Singapore 
as Touriosity was the Media Partner of the event. It was a wonderful 
exposure for us and the magazine ended up making many more fans 
and subscribers worldwide. At the event there were representatives 
from more than 100 countries of the world. Touriosity covered the 
event in its issues. The various attractions of Singapore explored during 
this trip also found place in different future issues of the magazine.  

Towards the end of January 2018, it was time for the 37th ASEAN 
Tourism Forum (ATF) 2018 gala event at Chiang Mai in Thailand. 
Touriosity was again privileged to be the Media Partner of the event. 
For the mega event held at the Chiang Mai Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (CMECC) the theme was ‘ASEAN - Sustainable Connectiv-
ity, Boundless Prosperity’. The largest travel trade event of the entire 
ASEAN region, ATF is held in the 10 member countries by rotation, 
and this year it was the turn of Thailand. Apart from a series of semi-
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nars and exhibition, the hosts also offered enriching local tours. To 
start with there was the ‘Follow the King’s Footsteps’ and the ‘Earth 
Experience’ tour where all guests were taken to the picturesque 
Queen Sirikit Botanical Garden. The other tours were ‘Art of Thai 
Ways’ at Ban Celadon, ‘Home Cooking Experience’, ‘Local Recipe 
Walking’ and the ‘Middle Way in Buddhism’. The tours provided a 
unique cultural insight into the country. The event was also a gour-
met’s dream come true with local delicacies and beverages from all 
member nations being offered to guests.

Team Touriosity also got the invitation as a hosted Media at the Kar-
nataka International Travel Expo (KITE), 2019 held in August 2019 
in Bangalore. The event had the participation of over 400 buyers 
and media personnel from over 30 countries. The main goal of the 
event was to showcase Karnataka tourism to the world and thereby 
increase the size of the state’s tourism volume. More than 10,000 
B2B meetings took place between international buyers and sellers 
during the event thereby opening up immense business opportuni-
ties for the state. For Team Touriosity it was also a great way to see 
Karnataka once again.

In the first week of September 2019, Vietnam’s most populous 
and historical city of Saigon, now known as Ho Chi Minh City or 
in short, HCMC saw an unprecedented gathering of stakehold-
ers in the tourism industry. The event was the 15th edition of the 
International Travel Expo (ITE HCMC), the biggest gathering of the 
travel and tourism community, and the venue was the sprawling 
Saigon Exhibition and Convention Centre (SECC). Over the last few 
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pation of beauty queens from these four neighbouring countries. 
Also present at the event was the then Miss Vietnam. Their pres-
ence added the glamour factor to the event that was otherwise full 
of glitz, information and networking.

A Gala Dinner at the Vinpearl Luxury Hotel on 4th September 
flagged off the event and the theme ‘Soulful Vietnam’. Address-
ing the gathering there, Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of 
Vietnam, Nguyen Ngoc Thien, shared the story of incredible growth 
of the Vietnamese Tourism industry in the last decade. 

The Goa International Travel Mart (GITM) 2019 was held at Dr. 
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadium at Taleigaon from 23rd 
October to 25th October. This time, after a five-year hiatus, GITM 
2019 was being held. The two earlier editions of GITM held in the 
year 2011 and 2014 had been highly successful. Touriosity was 
invited to this event as a Media partner. There were other hosted 
media and influential bloggers not only from across India, but from 
many countries around the world.

Inclement weather initially played spoilsport during the event after 
the issue Red Alert for super cyclone Kyarr on the Arabian Sea. 
However, the enthusiasm of organisers as well as participants and 
buyers could not be dampened. However, the footfall expected at 
the event could be reached. There were over 100 buyers and 60 
exhibitors. People from 40 countries participated in different capaci-
ties as buyers, sellers, media persons, representatives from various 
renowned associations in the travel and tourism industry, partici-
pants and other enthusiasts. 

Curtain was raised from many tourism products and many new 
services and packages were launched at the event by the sellers. 
There was face-to-face networking among stakeholders from the 
travel and tourism industry, hospitality sector and manufacturers of 
travel products and providers of services. Addressing at the press 
conference during GITM, the Managing Director of Goa Tourism 
Development Corporation Limited (GTDC) said that as a part of 
the newest initiatives to attract more tourists here “Health and 
Wellness” tourism is being promoted in the state now. He further 
informed that in Health Tourism the main focus of the state tourism 
would be Dentistry. He stated that the state has very good dentists 
who are trained in Europe. In Europe dental treatment costs a very 
high amount. So if those Europeans who want to have dental treat-
ment, come to Goa, they can get the same quality treatment at one 
fifth the price and part of the money they save, they can use to get 
a nice Goa holiday. As for wellness, he said that Ayurveda is the 
main focus. Spas and yoga centres are being opened in the state in 
the line of those in Kerala.

The last event Touriosity participated in before the COVID-19 pan-
demic shook the world and shattered the global tourism industry 
was the ATF 2020 at Brunei. It was held with much pomp and fan-
fare at Bandar Seri Begawan in Brunei. It marked the 39th edition of 
the annual ASEAN Tourism Forum which provides a platform for the 
region’s Tourism Ministers, Government Officials and travel industry 
players to come together and discuss ways to grow and enhance 
tourism opportunities.

years, ITE HCMC has gradually 
established itself as a very impor-
tant annual event in the tourism 
arena. Touriosity was invited to 
the event as a hosted Media.

The International Travel Expo 
2019 saw the support of the 
Ministry of Culture, Sports and 
Tourism in Vietnam and that 
of the People’s Committee of 
Ho Chi Minh City. Together, 
they were able to put up a 
grand event, starting from the 
entertainment filled welcome 
ceremony at the Vinpearl Luxury 
Hotel till the conlusion of the 
events on 6th September. The 
3-day event saw a footfall of 
about 35,000 people from vari-
ous organisations in the travel 
and tourism circuit that included 
exhibitors, travel companies pro-
moting their services, companies 
promoting products, corporate 
travel agents and managers, des-
tination management compa-
nies, MICE organisers, meeting 
planners, tour operators, event 
planners, bulk buyers, inter-
national media, travellers and 
the general public. There were 
exhibitors from most Southeast 
Asian countries and the Mekong 
region. What resulted was not 
only information exchange, busi-
ness and networking opportu-
nities but a huge cultural give 
and take as well. To make the 
show more entertaining, there 
were cultural music and dance 
performances from countries 
like Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 
and Taiwan. Performers from 
traditional Vietnamese Bamboo 
Circus stole the show with their 
flawless performance.

ITE HCMC 2019 was supported 
by Ministry of Tourism in Cam-
bodia, the Ministry of Tourism 
and Sports in Thailand, the Min-
istry of Information, Culture and 
Tourism in Laos and Ministry of 
Hotels and Tourism in Myanmar. 
As a goodwill gesture therefore, 
the 3-day-event saw the partici-

The event was formally inaugu-
rated by His Royal Highness the 
Crown Prince of Brunei Haji Al-
Muhtadee Billah, Senior Minister at 
the Prime Minister’s Office, on 14th 
January 2020 at the Indera Sam-
udra Grand Hall, at Empire Hotel 
Brunei. He also launched the new 
ASEAN Tourism website during 
the inaugural ceremony. Address-
ing the delegates and dignitaries 
during the inaugural ceremony 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Ali bin 
Apong, the Minister of Primary Re-
sources and Tourism, Brunei, stated 
that they were ready to welcome 
visitors to explore a country where 
it was possible to trek into unspoilt 
rainforests and experience the tran-
quil beauty of our lush greenery, or 
even dive amongst abundant coral 
reefs and historic shipwrecks. 

The journey of Touriosity has, so 
far, been truly beautiful. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, quite 
naturally, there has been a brief 
hiatus, but we have never lost 
hope, nor disappointed our readers 
by missing an issue. We contin-
ued with our unique sub-themes 
based issues even during the initial 
lockdowns and travel bans. We 
kept encouraging our readers to 
stay at home and be safe while at 
the same time keeping them hope-
ful about the revival of the global 
tourism industry. In the coming 
years Touriosity plans to continue 
to explore new destinations and 
bring new stories for its readers. To 
make our endeavour successful we 
would need the best wishes and 
support of our readers.

1. Inaugural ceremony of ITE HCMC 

2019 in Saigon, Vietnam;

2. At the Travel mart in ITE HCMC 2019;

3. Visiting an architectural heritage in 

northern Vietnam;

4. Cultural programme at Brunei-China 

cultural and tourism exchange evening 

at Brunei in 2020;

5. Press Conference with the leaders 

of ASEAN Countries at the end of ATF 

2020 in Brunei;

6. Editor at the venue of ATF 2020 in 

Brunei.
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Tourism is one economic sector in India that has the potential to grow at 
a high rate and ensure the development of infrastructure in the destina-
tions. It has the capacity to capitalize on the country’s success in the 
services sector and provide sustainable models of growth. Sustainable 
tourism development is the need of the hour. As its own contribution 
towards sustainable tourism, Touriosity has been organising the Interna-
tional Conference on Sustainable Tourism (ICST) every year since 2019.  

The conference was designed to be an ideal platform for high-level 
theoretical research and empirical studies with policy-relevant analysis 
in regard to tourism and allied industries. It was to be an influential and 
challenging intellectual confluence for the business world as also for the 
society at large. The conference is an open platform for collaborations 
with National and International public and private research institutions, 
governmental bodies, professionals, representatives of industrial groups 
active in the policy arena and various stakeholders in the travel and tour-
ism industry. In all the editions of the conference so far Touriosity has 
collaborated with a number of national and international organisations 
and speakers, researchers, policy makers and academicians of repute. 
Various stakeholders from the tourism industry have also graced the 
stage and thrwon light on government policies and their impacts.

The First edition of the International Conference on Sustainable Tourism 
(ICST 1.0) of Eastern India was organised by Touriosity on 23rd Au-
gust 2019 at the venue of IIHM Global Campus, Kolkata. It was a day 
of extensive brainstorming, research, presentation of papers, debate 
and discussion amongst thought leaders from various fields who came 
together under one roof to discuss sustainable tourism, each one from 
a different perspective. The result was a substantial amount of quality 

discussion, resultant food for thought and discovery of new niche 
areas. There were about 20 speakers from across India and five other 
countries who deliberated on various topics like safety for sustain-
able tourism, regulations for sustainable Tourism, initiatives taken by 
the Ministry of Tourism, sustainable medical tourism, sustainability 
of ecotourism, ecological, social and economic aspect of sustainable 
tourism, community museum as a tool for sustainable tourism, in-
novative sustainable development perspective, role of technology and 
renewable energy in sustainable tourism, sustainability in hospital-
ity sector, sustainable culinary tourism, sustainability benchmarking 
tools, anti-littering drive for sustainable tourism, sustainable moun-
taineering and so on.

The second edition of the international conference, ICST 2.0, was 
held on a virtual mode on 21st and 22nd August 2020 with 31 
speakers and about 600 participants from more than 20 countries 
who deliberated on the topic ‘Post Covid Economic Revival’. Against 
the background of a world reeling under a deadly virus and with peo-
ple mostly locked inside their homes with hardly any hope of travel, 
this topic of the conference came as a big respite.

The third edition of the conference, ICST 3.0, was again held on vir-
tual platform on 20th and 21st August 2021. The topic for delibera-
tion in this edition was ‘Corporate Social Responsibility & Sustainable 
Tourism’ wherein there were speakers from 7 countries and partici-
pants from 17 countries. In this article we share the photos of ICST 
1.0 and the posters of ICST 2.0 and ICST 3.0 that list out the speak-
ers in these two editions held virtually. The fourth edition of ICST 4.0 
is all set to be held later this year.
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