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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com
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Aline Dobbie, UK;
Clayton Bradley, Germany;
Vachik Galstyan, Armenia;
Ananya Chakraborty, Kolkata;
Dr Paritosh Nandi, Kolkata;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

Illustrations By: 
Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 
Statues of the Erechtheion, dedicated to 
Athena and Poseidon, near the Acropolis 
of Athens, Greece

Photo by Sanghamitra, Kolkata

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

Greece is a good place to see the moon, they say. Indeed it is, and it is much 
more than just that. This country, which is the birthplace of modern de-
mocracy, philosophy, politics, art and culture, is blessed with everything 
that travellers crave for ... nature, sea, beaches, architecture, history, 
art, good food and more. For long we have had the desire to dedicate an 
issue exclusively to Greece. So here we bring to you this time a collection 
of great articles from some of the most beautiful and visitor-friendly 
places from across the country. In a first the issue also features three 
articles of an artist’s impression of three different destinations of Greece. 
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

The locals littering the place is no excuse for tourists to do the 
same. While visiting a place one must avoid littering and try to 
find a container to dispose off the trash. A responsible traveller 
carries a bag for collecting his or her own trash and throwing the 
same at a designated trash bin. LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS. 
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This Hellenic Republic of Greece is situated on the cross-

roads of Asia, Africa and Europe. 80% of the country is 

composed of mountains. It is bordered to the east by the 

Aegean Sea, to the south by the Mediterranean Sea and to 

the west by the Ionian Sea. Surrounded by the azure blue 

waters, Greece is home to about 2,000 islands, of which 

only about 160 are inhabited. Many of these islands have 

also seen overlapping civilization resulting in great diversity 

that attracts travellers all the more.

This incredible country has once been the home of Socrates, 

Plato and Aristotle. It is here that modern day democracy 

was born. It is one of the oldest surviving civilizations of 

the world. Talk of any field of study, art and culture, you 

have a pioneer in the field from Greece. The whole world 

owes it so much. Put this glorious history and cultural herit-

age aside, you will find more reasons to be attracted to this 

place on earth. Its idyllic natural landscapes are big attrac-

tion for visitors. The archeological ruins present in the coun-

try beckon tourists from far and wide. Greek architecture 

is one of a kind, and magnificent, to say the least. Its spec-

tacular islands dotted with ancient architecture and fishing 

villages, pristine sun-kissed beaches, breathtaking gorges, 

cozy sea-side resorts, secluded Byzantine chapels and medi-

eval monasteries, unusual sights of perfectly saturated col-

ours, canopies of colourful bougainvillea, stunning sunrises 

and sunsets and delectable cuisine are great reasons behind 

visitors opting for a laid-back holiday somewhere in this peninsular country. The balmy Mediterranean weather here ensures that 

travellers come back with great memories, only to wish to go back soon again.  

The volcanic islands of Greece present dramatic landscapes. In some places they look almost otherworldly. White-washed geometric 

buildings and fairytale-like houses nestled on the hillsides overlook the silent waters stretching to the horizon. A labyrinth of winding 

staircases taking the place of roads makes the towns look picture-perfect. Tiny fishing villages present a surreal beauty of enchanting 

sights. In many of the touristy towns there are terraced cafés that provide breathtaking panoramic views all around and a dinner at 

one of these present visitors with phantasmagoric sights. The endless beauty and magic around can turn you into a true Greek phi-

losopher and you start thinking about life and the universe. Add to that a sip on a glass of Ouzo, you have the feeling of being lost 

in time and place.

From pre-historical civilizations to the modern day cities, from quaint fishing villages to cities that never sleep, from natural wonders 

to architectural gems, from pristine beaches to volcanic mountains, from crowded destinations to off-the-beaten-path attractions, 

from thousands of varieties of lip-smacking cuisine to a trendy shopping experience, Greece has it all. It makes the country a dream 

destination for all kinds of travellers. It is one of the top tourist destinations in Europe and in the world. Since May 2021 the country 

has gradually opened its borders to tourists from all the 26 countries in the Schengen region and 32 other countries from different 

continents. Unfortunately India is not one of them. However, with proper precaution and care we can also win over this pandemic 

and travel around the world can become a reality once again for us. Till then we can take solace in virtual travel. 

In this issue focussed on Greece, we have made an attempt to cover as many attractions of the country as possible. We have also tried 

to capture the diversity of the country. However the limitation of space sometimes becomes a handicap. Nevertheless, we hope our 

readers will enjoy flipping through the pages and reading the articles. Send us your feedback at ttmag.english@gmail.com
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To make your reading through TOURIOSITY 
TRAVELMAG better, here’s presenting a quick 
glance at the various sections and features in 
the magazine.

DESTINATION
It introduces the readers to various destinations 
in India with an emphasis on at least one desti-

nation from each region. It provides an in-depth informa-
tion on the locations. In addition, there is also handy tour-
ist information to help our readers plan ahead of trips.

AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
A travelling artist makes it to faraway lands 
and brings memories in the form of impressive 

water colour paintings. This section is a visual treat and 
interesting to read at the same time. 

FEATURE
Here we bring to our readers an article based 
on the theme of the issue not necessarily focus-

sing on travelling or travel information. 

MEMOIRS OF A BACKPACKER
A new adventure every time in an entirely new 
place across the globe by a solo female back-

packer. We follow the locals she meets, the unusual things 
she comes across, the surprises she gets and the problems 
she faces in her journeys with a backpack across the world.

TRAVELOGUE
In this section we bring travel experiences of one of 
our readers from popular places around the world. 

PHOTO TRAVELOGUE
Here we bring to our readers a travelogue in 
photos.

GLOBETROTTER’S DIARY 
This section explores the world of a globetrot-
ter, whose passion is to travel, travel and travel 

more. It brings to readers unique facts and information 
from remote corners of the world. 

PHOTO FEATURE
In photo feature, we cover the theme of a particu-
lar issue in photographs from one of our readers. 

SNAPSHOT 
This section is an ideal one for quick browsing. 
It provides interesting information from across 

the globe with a focus on the theme of the issue.

AT A GLANCE 
A quick look at a destination. Here, we bring 
to our readers locations from the lesser beaten 

paths in otherwise popular touristy regions.

POINT OF VIEW
Here we bring to our readers useful articles 
with offbeat content. The idea is to give you 

the stimulus for thinking. It covers important issues that 
are in some way connected to travel and tourism.

ADVENTURE
We present here stories of unique adventures 
undertaken by our readers in some part of the 

world with a focus on the issue theme.

MOUNTAINEERING / TREKKING
This section focuses solely on trekking and 
mountaineering adventures across the world.

COUNTRYSCAPE / CITYSCAPE
Here we introduce a new country / city each 
time. We bring to our readers facts and photos 

of people, culture, locales, tourist places, food and tradi-
tions of a country / city. Our aim is to take our readers on 
a magical journey of an unseen land. 
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Captivating Crete

The largest and most populous of all the 
Greek islands, Crete is also the fifth 
largest island on the Mediterranean 
Sea. The island is packed with a great 
diversity of attractions that includes 

pristine beaches, ancient ruins, mod-
ern cities and natural wonders. This article 

by Ananya Chakraborty takes the readers on a 
magical trip across this beautiful island. The images bring 

alive the real beauty of this Greek island. 

Acropolis of Athens

This ancient citadel located atop 
a hillock in the heart of the Greek 
capital city of Athens is an iconic at-
traction in the country. It is an as-
semblage of many ancient buildings 
of great significance including the 
Parthenon, the Temple of Athena Nike 
and Propylaea. This article by Clayton Brad-
ley is a beautiful pictorial narrative of a trip to the 
Acropolis of Athens. 
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Greek Cyclades

The Greek Cyclades are a group of 
islands on the Aegean Sea. This is a 
photo feature of four spectacular 
islands of the Greek Cyclades viz. 
Ios, Milos, Paros and Sifnos. These 
islands are known for their scenic 

beauty, pristine beaches, ancient ru-
ins and ancient and medieval buildings 

and monasteries. The images captured by 
Aline Dobbie have the impact of transporting readers 

instantly to the Cyclades.
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Colourful Syros

Syros Island is the administrative 
capital of the Greek Cyclades. 
For a long time it was also the 
capital of Greece. Naturally it is 
dotted with restaurants and other 
facilities for the inhabitants as well as 
the visitors. People of various ethnic ori-
gin live here. This article by Gaverides presents 
the unique colours of this Greek island.  

Artist’s Impression of Crete

Like all issues of Touriosity this issue also 
has illustrative travelogue by Spanish 
Watercolour artist Joaquin Gonzalez 
Dorao. This one is a beautiful  pictorial 
narrative of his trip to the Crete Island 

in Greece. The vibrant brushstrokes have 
the effect of transporting readers to the 

spectacular place.
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There are few places in the world that have an aura of romanti-
cism associated with their names, the island nation of Greece 
perhaps tops this list.

When I started planning our trip to Greece, from all the informa-
tion I could gather, a particular island captured my imagination. 
An island not very much frequented by Asian tourists, not much 
hyped but gloriously beautiful. It was Crete.

Crete is Greece’s largest island and lies to the south of the 
mainland. Though it might appear just a bit larger than the other 
Greek islands in the map, due to its mountainous terrain it takes 
weeks or even months to see it all. The island is in fact a feast 

for the senses. From wild natural beauty, impressive landscapes 
like majestic gorges to enchanting beaches, thousands of years 
of culture, history, world famous cuisine and above all hospitable 
people, Crete has it all.

The island of Crete is divided into 4 regions or prefectures. These 
are Heraklion, Rethymnon, Chania and Lasithi, each having its 
own gems to boast of.

Since our preference was more on a laid back kind of trip mainly 
to explore beaches, we chose Chania as our base, as most of the 
pretty beaches, including Elafonisi (the pink sand beach) and the 
Balos, being the ones we wanted to visit, were easily accessible 
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from here.

Crete can be reached by both flight and ferry. Heraklion and Chania, both 
the prefectures have international airports apart from being well con-
nected with the rest of Greece via ferry.

Since we were travelling from Santorini we preferred to avail the ferry ser-
vice. The cruise from Santorini to Crete took us about 3hrs. It was around 
7 in the evening when our boat docked at Heraklion. Since the drive from 
Heraklion to Chania is a long one we stayed at Heraklion that night. Early 
next morning as per our booking we picked up our car from the port and 
set out for Chania, where we were supposed to spend the rest of our trip.

Chania is a lovely Cretan harbour town. With small local shops, waterside 
restaurants, little alleys, beautiful Venetian harbour dotted with fishing 
boats and yachts, towering lighthouse and breathtaking sunsets, it is 
just like the ones we read about in fairy tales. It was almost dusk when 
we reached Chania. The sky was turning from crimson to purple and so 
also was the water. And against that backdrop the lighthouse and the 

Venetian harbour looked so mystical and magical that I 
instantly fell in love with the place.

During our short stay in Chania most of the daytime were 
spent travelling to the nearby beaches. But the evenings 
however were all free to explore this gem. We stayed at 
the historic old town of Chania, the best part of which 
was that most of the sights were located nearby and 
were easily walkable. This gave us enough time to explore 
this place at our own pace. And of all the things we did 
there what we loved the most was wandering through 
the maze of enchanting alleys; marvelling at the charming 
pastel painted buildings, the blooms of the season; discov-
ering hidden restaurants and cute souvenir shops and at 
the end of the day sitting by any of the cafes around the 
harbour and enjoying the changing hues of the sky.

From Chania we did a number of beach hopping, Elafonisi 
being the first one.

Elafonisi or the pink sand beach as it is popularly called, 
is a 75 km drive from the city of Chania. We started quite 
early with the intention of making the most of our time. 
Elafonisi was like a dream. The water was crystal clear, 
turning from sky blue to baby blue to turquoise as we 
strolled along the shoreline. While the sand is not as pink 
as some photos may make you believe, but we definitely 
did see the pink tint the closer we got to the water. It 
was not bright pink like some places in the world, but in 
the sunlight, the sand did shimmer in different shades of 
pastel pink due to the effect of coral being broken down 
into tiny fragments. Whether it’s pink or not, this is prob-
ably one of the most beautiful beaches on the island and 

1. The Elafonisi Beach;

2. Sunset at Chania Harbour;

3. Yachts at the Chania Harbour;

4. View from inside the cruise cabin.
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playing with pink sand is an experience in itself.

Crete is dotted with beaches all through. One can’t end up visit-
ing all but there are a few you simply must. And one such beach 
is Balos.

The beauty of Elafonisi was fresh in our mind and hence Balos 
was in serious competition. But believe me you will never know 
what this beach is like unless you are there. This stunning beach 
in the northwestern shores of Crete is one of the hardest to get 
to, but also one of the most beautiful and untouched. If Elafonisi 
is like a dream, Balos is like a fantasy. The beach is surrounded 
by turquoise waters and a spectacular lagoon… the type most of 
us can only dream of. With exotic white sand, shallow turquoise 
waters, and stunningly beautiful scenery, with views of Tigani 
and Gramvousa in the distance, Balos is considered as undoubt-
edly one of the best beaches in the Mediterranean. Though there 
are many hiking trails in Balos we chose simply to enjoy the water 
and stroll along the shore line and rest under the shades of the 
rented umbrellas soaking in as much beauty as possible. If ever I 
am asked to explore a single location in Crete it would be Balos 
for sure! 

Reaching Balos however needs a bit of planning. Though it’s only 
a 53 km drive from Chania, the road being rough and unfavour-

able, we decided not to drive. This left us with the most common 
and preferred alternative, a boat trip. We booked our trip from 
one of the local tour operators from the plentiful located in and 
around the Chania harbour. It’s a total package and perhaps the 
best way to enjoy Balos in a relaxed hassle-free way.

The two other beautiful beaches that we visited from Chania are 
Falassarna (59km from Chania) and Preveli in the Rethymnon 
prefecture, both being charming in their own ways.

Our drive from Chania to Preveli was a long one. We started from 
Chania after an early breakfast and reached Preveli only post 
lunch. The drive was one of great scenic beauty. The stretch of 
road that passed through the Kourtaliotiko Gorge offered some 
of the stunning views. Some spots on the road were in fact quite 
wide which we took to our advantage to park our car and enjoy 
the beauty of the rugged gorge. 

It was almost lunchtime when we reached the Venetian bridge. 
So we stopped at the eatery adjacent to the bridge to refuel! 
The food was great, but the setting was even better. It was an 
orchard where tables were set up under trees with lemons hang-
ing from the branches. The view satiated our souls more than the 
food. After a hearty lunch, we hit the roads again knowing little 
about the calorie burning session that awaited us! 
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ings throughout Matala’s streets and walls, 
something unique and undoubtedly not 
something you would expect in Crete. And 
that’s what makes Matala so special. 

The caves are open to tourists and can 
be visited on payment of some entry fee. 
Though there’s nothing much to see in 
there but the view overlooking the sea is 
beautiful. This is the place where we took 
perhaps some of the best photos of our trip! 
If you choose to visit Crete I would definitely 
recommend you to visit this place to see how 
this is so different in spirit from the rest of 

1. Pebbly Preveli;

2. An aerial view of Preveli;

3. Old Town of Chania;

4. A beautiful alley in Chania;

5. The Balos Lagoon;

6. Gramvousa;

7. Coral at Balos;

8. Colour pallete Balos.

Preveli beach is not where you can straight 
away drive in like Elafonisi or Falassarna. 
The parking space here is high above the 
beach and the palm forest. It was only a 
steep walk of about 20 mins that took 
us down to the beach. And it was quite 
a task! The walk was tiring and needed 
continuous balancing. But the magical 
views on the way kept up our spirits! And 
once we were down, the views were so 
enchanting that it instantly relieved us from 
all our woes! The beach appeared like hid-
den paradise engulfed in the rocky arms of 
the gorge. 

We had a nice time in Preveli, enjoying the 
water, exploring the palm forest adjacent 
to the beach, and clicking pictures with 
the heart shaped rock. If you like to collect 
pebbles, like I do, you would be spoilt for 
choices here.

Most of the beaches in Crete, especially 

the ones we visited, were remotely located 
from the town. The exception was Matala. 
And my account of Crete can never be 
complete without speaking about this vi-
brant beach town which we visited on our 
way to Heraklion.

Matala is a very pretty and picturesque 
spot located on the Bay of Messara. It has 
pretty much everything, a beautiful beach, 
a picturesque village with plenty of shops, 
restaurants and the famous Matala caves. 
The long stretch of beautiful beach with a 
series of carved out caves in the sandstone 
cliffs looks absolutely stunning. Matala 
became very popular during 1960s when 
these caves were occupied by the hippies, 
some being notable ones like Joni Mitchell, 
Bob Dylan who spent time here compos-
ing their songs. Though those are now 
a part of history but to this day Matala 
maintains this “hippiness” which is visible 
in the restaurants, shops, countless paint-
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Crete.

Though there are many other beau-
tiful places to visit in Crete, the above are the few we 
visited during our seven days’ stay in Crete. One might fit in more places in 
the itinerary, given these number of days, but what I realised from my visit to 
Crete is that one single visit can never do justice to this place as each part of 
the island is beautiful in its own way and it is better to concentrate on one 
part than rushing to cover most of it thereby missing the true spirit of the 
place altogether.

Crete is not a very sought after Greek island like Mykonos or Santorini but if 
you, like us, prefer to go a bit offbeat and get lost in pristine beauty, Crete is 
what you should be looking for.

Travel tips

Best time to travel

The best months to visit Crete are in general April – June and September – 
October. We had visited in May. The weather was fine and beaches were 
not much crowded.

Getting around Crete

In Crete public transportation is generally good. However travelling from the 
north to the south is very time-consuming. In fact getting from one place to 
another by bus can mean using two or even three different buses at times. 
Hiring a vehicle is the best way to explore this island. It is possible to hire 
cars, scooters and quad bikes in Crete. We had hired a car which we picked 

1. The Matala Beach;

2. Artwork at Matala;  

3. Another view of the Matala Beach;

4. A Matala restaurant showcasing its hippie past;

5. Gyro, a popular Greek food.

Across the page: 

Wall Art and Street Art in Matala
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up from Heraklion port from a local car rental 
agency.

Places to see

Some of the top destinations in Crete are Knossos, 
Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Elafonisi Beach, 
Samaria Gorge, Phaistos Minoan Palace, Spinalonga 
Island, Rethymno Old Town, Balos Lagoon, Chania’s 
Venetian Harbour, Arkadi Monastery, Chrissi Island 
and the Lassithi Plateau. 

From places of archeological interest to beautiful 
landscapes and a plethora of outdoor activities like 
hiking, canyoning, climbing, kayaking, horse riding, 
caving and trekking, Crete has something to win 
the hearts of each one of its visitors.

Food to try

Crete cuisine is no less richer than its natural beau-
ty. Apart from trying the famous items like gyro, 
moussaka and dakos, when in Crete, don’t forget 
to try Cretan cheeses, fresh fruit and vegetables, 
olives and olive oil, goat meat, snails and the fishes. 
Cretan honey and the famous alcoholic drink called 
Raki are also worth a try.
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It was as if my boat was sailing into a magnificent painting, a 
collage of sea, land and air, lit only by the brilliant pink streaks 
of pre-dawn light. Athens... I had heard so much of this place, 
its history, its culture, and all the photos I had seen only served 
to ignite the fires of curiosity. Was it as magical as it seemed? So 
mysteriously ancient and yet so fully modern, a thriving, bustling 
metropolis boasting some of the most mesmerizing ancient ruins 
in the world? 

The city of Athens is one of the world’s oldest cities with a history 
spanning approximately 3,400 years.  According to Greek mythol-
ogy, the city was named after the goddess Athena after she won a 
competition with Poseidon over who would become the protector 
of the city.  

The 5th century BC, under the rule of Pericles, was one of the 
most glorious periods in Athenian history and this period laid the 
foundations of western civilization. It was during this Golden Age 
that the Parthenon was built, and the fields of art, philosophy, 
and drama developed significantly. By 529, Athens was under 
the Byzantine rule during which time the city saw great periods 
of uncertainty as well as prosperity. In 1204 the Fourth Crusade 
conquered Athens and the Latins ruled until 1458 when the city 
fell to the Ottoman Empire. After the Greek Revolution of 1821, 
Greece was established as a modern independent Greek state in 
1830 by the Treaty of London and Athens was made the capital.  
A Bavarian prince, Otto, was proclaimed King of Greece and one 
of his first tasks as a king was to conduct a detailed archaeological 
and topographical survey of Athens. 
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many new investments to Athens, but also increased social and en-
vironmental problems. At the time, Athens had some of the worst 
traffic congestion and air pollution in the world which posed a 
great threat to the ancient monuments. Traffic vibrations weakened 
the foundations and the air pollution corroded the marble. Because 
of the environmental and infrastructural problems, unfortunately 
the city failed to secure the 1996 centenary Olympic Games even 
though it was the host of the first modern-day Olympic Games in 
1896.

Since the failed attempt to secure the 1996 Olympics, the city and 

1. The Parthenon;

2. The temple of Athena-Nike;

3. The temple of Zeus and the Acropolis;

4. Another view of the temple of Athena-Nike.
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During the time of King Otto’s rule, Athens had a population of 
only about 4,000 - 5,000 people who inhabited the district of 
Plaka. Athens was chosen as the capital city of Greece for histori-
cal and sentimental reasons. Once the capital was established, 
a modern city plan was laid out and many public buildings were 
erected. 

Athens experienced its first period of explosive growth follow-
ing the disastrous Greco-Turkish War in 1921 when more than a 
million Greek refugees from Asia Minor were resettled in Greece.  
Modern day suburbs of the city such as Nea Ionia and Nea Smyrni 
came to be settled by these refugees. 

After WWII, Athens began to grow as people migrated into the 
city looking for work. 

Greece joined the European Union in 1981 which brought in 
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the Greek government, aided by the European Union funds, started major infra-
structure projects such as building a new Athens Airport and a new metro system. 
The city of Athens also restricted the use of cars in the city center to reduce the 
air pollution problem. As a result of its efforts, Athens was rewarded the 2004 
Olympic Games which were a great success and brought renewed international 
prestige to the city.

The Acropolis of Athens and its monuments are universal symbols of the classical 
spirit and civilization and form the greatest architectural and artistic complex be-
queathed by Greek Antiquity to the world. Around the middle of the 5th century 
BC, an exceptional group of artists put into effect the ambitious plans of Athenian 
statesman Pericles, and under the inspired guidance of the sculptor Pheidias, 
transformed the rocky hill into a unique monument of thought and the arts. The 
most important monuments here were built during that time: the Parthenon, the 
Erechtheion, the Propylaea, the monumental entrance to the Acropolis, and the 
small temple dedicated to Athena Nike. 

The Acropolis is located on a rocky promontory 156m above the valley of Ilissos 
and covers a surface area of less than 3 hectares. The hill sits high enough to offer 
a breathtaking 360 degree panoramic view of Athens and the surrounding moun-
tains. The parking lot sits below the hill, so a short walk of only 15 minutes and 
a nominal entrance fee is all that is required to reach the hill to see the fantastic 
monuments up there. 

The Acropolis is something that you simply must experience. Standing in the midst 
of the spectacular monuments, with the hilltop breezes gently blowing, you can 
almost hear the whispers of voices from the past.

1. Sunrise view of Athens;

2. A panoramic view of Athens from the Acropolis;

3. The temple of Zeus from a distance;

4. A close-up view of Parthenon.
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I have been living on the fascinating Greek 
island of Syros for many years now. It is 
the administrative capital of the Cyclades 
group of islands, which includes famous 
names like the islands of Mykonos, Paros, 
Naxos, Milos and of course Santorini.

In my numerous travels and adventures 
around the island I have always been 
struck by the vibrant colours on display. 
Traditionally the Cyclades are well known 
and recognisable for the white cubic ar-
chitectural form of the houses and public 
buildings. Most often they are adorned 
with the distinctive royal Aegean blue 
windows and shutters, to complete the 
picture of a quintessential Greek house. 
This is in keeping with the wonderful blue 
and white Greek flag, arguably the best on 
display around the world!

However, Syros’s buildings are distinctly 

different in their variation away from the 
traditional blue and white colours. Many 
of the houses are painted in strong and 
robust vibrant colours, and the downtown 
buildings of Ermoupolis have a special 
Venetian feel.

And it’s not just the buildings that are 
multi coloured ... the colour scheme also 
seems to extend to the eccentric cars, as 
well as the ubiquitous bouganvillias.

I had often thought in my time on the 
island that there has been an enterprising 
house painter who has made a lucrative 
living by convincing the usually conserva-
tive Greeks to depart from the traditional 
white with blue, to a multitude of differ-
ent colours. It is even pronounced in the 
various villages in the island, where one 
would have thought a more conservative 
approach would be adopted ... but not 

so. Surprisingly enough, even some of the 
churches here are occasionally adorned in 
vivid and striking colours!

Perhaps this large range and scope of 
vibrant colours is a reflection of the island’s 
rich multi-cultural history, and the arrival 
of it’s inhabitants from all over Greece 
during the troubled times. Or perhaps it is 
because the island is split almost equally 
between Orthodox and Catholic religions, 
again an unusual demographic for an 
Aegean island.

Whatever be the reason, the colours of 
Syros are a welcome and uplifting sight, 
reflecting the island’s incredible history and 
it’s mature and sophisticated multi cultural 
status. For me it represents a statement 
from the locals that the Syrianos are proud 
and independent people, different from 
their Cycladic neighbours.
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New goals or dreams may crystallize. New friends and associates will become important as you find yourself coming out of a cycle of 
retreat, development or withdrawal that has been part of your life for some time now. You can achieve them through cooperation 
with like-minded people. 

Places to visit: Budapest - From the multifaceted restaurant scene to the rich Jewish heritage, culture extends from nearly every inch 
of the Pearl of Danube. 

Khajjiar - A beautiful panoramic view of the densely populated forests, meadows and snowy peaks of Himalayas can be captured here.

Favorable Dates: Oct 4, 5, 13, 14, 22, 23                     Favorable Colors: Blue & Red

You may find that personal magnetism and dealings with people can help to boost your income or mark a new path for you to take. 
This month will be full of excitement, but you will need to keep on track and not overestimate yourself, your ability or your situation. 

Places to visit: Barcelona - Gaudí’s famous structures and the Picasso Museum attract art-lovers in droves and an energetic night-
life and entertainment scene. 

Agra - Be it the white marbled splendor of Taj Mahal, the revered Jama Masjid or the captivating deserted city of Fatehpur Sikri, 
it will provide unforgettable memories.

Favorable Dates: Oct 2, 7, 11, 16, 20, 25                    Favorable Colors: White & Purple

This is the time to break through old fears or barriers that you have around success. This is the time to seek healing by facing the very 
thing you fear and negotiating your way through with a ‘down to earth’ approach.  

Places to visit: Tuscany - You can savor Tuscany’s rich flavors at charming restaurants in Florence, Siena and Cinque Terre, or head 
straight to the source on a winery or olive grove tour.

Simla - Chained along a 12km hill, with sheer forested hills dropping away in all directions, the Himachal capital is a good appetite 
for  an inspiring mountain vacation.

Favorable Dates: Oct 1, 9, 10, 18, 19, 27                      Favorable Colors: Yellow & Red

You may be drawn into a new walk of life, somehow becoming acquainted with a different sphere of human activity, one outside 
the framework of previous experience. You will have intense desires and a need to push ahead. Channel this energy wisely.

Places to visit: Berlin - Berlin’s buzzing nightlife, innovative cuisine, trendsetting fashion and modern museums would be a treat to 
watch.

Chilika Lake – Chilika Lake of Odisha and its surrounding environment are home to a number of migratory birds and animal and 
plant species. 

Favorable Dates: Oct 2, 4, 11, 13, 20, 22                       Favorable Colors: Blue & Green

You may be more introspective than usual or your attention may be taken up with projects, deals or negotiations and thus you may 
be more inclined to keep things to yourself. The workload will be higher, but the subsequent achievement or possible fulfilment will 
be worth the extra effort.

Places to visit: Rome - It is a can’t-miss spot on your European tour. The aroma of fresh Italian cooking wafts through alleys and historic 
sites sit at every turn.

Rishikesh - The sacred river Ganga is truly astonishing and breathtaking which enhances the elegance of the area.

Favorable Dates: Oct 4, 5, 13, 14, 22, 23                      Favorable Colors: Red & Green

You will find the advancement you need through people and connections. You may need to revise your hopes and dreams, giving them 
a more practical or realistic edge. Friends and friendship can be great contributors to success, and new friends may play an important 
part in your life after this time. 

Places to visit: Venice - With an abundance of theaters, churches, historic sites and notable eateries, all types of travelers will enjoy 
Venice’s charms. 

Jodhpur will provide an opportunity for memorable desert safaris. One of the best safaris you can take here is a Bishnoi Village Safari. 

Favorable Dates: Oct 3, 6, 12, 15, 21, 24                       Favorable Colors: Yellow & Blue
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You can expect many changes to take place with regard to work and daily routines. Some of you will change 
your occupation, moving into something new or different territory. You may turn away from customary faith 
while others will embrace a new discipline or calling. 

Places to visit: Prague - During abroad tours, visiting Prague is like stepping onto the set of a fairy tale as the 
city’s love of music is contagious.  

Kushinagar (India), and Lumbini and Kapilavastu (Nepal) are places worth visiting if you love visiting places 
steeped in history.

Favorable Dates: Oct 1, 8, 10, 17, 19, 26                      Favorable Colors: White & Red

Working matters and personal relationships will somehow become intertwined. A romantic liaison could form 
itself with someone either in your working situation or somehow connected with it. If attached, you may simply 
go for broke and enjoy your social life as much as you can.

Places to visit: Tuscany - You can savor Tuscany’s rich flavors at charming restaurants in Florence, Siena and 
Cinque Terre, or head straight to the source on a winery or olive grove tour.   

Simla - Chained along a 12km hill, with sheer forested hills dropping away in all directions, the Himachal capital 
is a good appetite for  an inspiring mountain vacation.

Favorable Dates: Oct 1, 3, 10, 12, 19, 23                      Favorable Colors: White & Brown

You may want to strike out in some new direction because of changes around you or because of loss of 
interest in old circumstances or associations. The expansive one will bring vivid, lively and dramatic inter-
changes that can enrich your communication skills and enhance your ideas, attitudes and opinions.  

Places to visit: Madrid - Madrid in Spain is easy to navigate and it is quite cost-effective to experience the local 
culture.

Auroville is a city famous for its Auroville Information center and Matrimandir which is a place with complete 
silence where you see a man-made crystal ball, one of the world’s largest.  

Favorable Dates: Oct 3, 4, 12, 13, 21, 22                     Favorable Colors: White & Blue

A busy calendar, a good cycle of mobility and some clear and versatile thinking will keep you in trim in every 
respect. You need not only to take the opportunities that come, but also to take the initiative in creating 
them for yourself. 

Places to visit: Barcelona - In Europe, Barcelona’s diverse collection of architecture really makes the city stand 
out and would be a feast for eyes.

Shillong, Cherrapunji, Living Root Bridges, Mawlynnong and Garo Hills are great options for retreating in the 
hills to rejuvenate your mind and body.

Favorable Dates: Oct 2, 7, 11, 16, 20, 25                        Favorable Colors: Red & Green

Friends, collective effort and common goals are the keys to success. However, you may need to dream new 
dreams to find what you are really looking for. There may be an ending or a change with friends or associates, 
one that comes out of practical necessity. 

Places to visit: Cameron Highlands in Malaysia - Walks through lovely little villages, visits to the butterfly, 
strawberry, honey bee farms and sprawling tea plantations are all pleasurable and relaxing activities to be 
experienced here.

Mahabaleshwar - Surrounded by soaring peaks and picturesque valleys,  is truly heaven on earth. 

Favorable Dates: Oct 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22                   Favorable Colors: White & Yellow

This month will bring practical opportunities. Make sure you learn what you need to know to make the most 
of them.  A creative project or spiritual connection may fizzle out, yet this could also signal a new start along 
different lines.

Places to visit: Copenhagen - It oozes with Nordic charm and “coziness,” making the city more laid-back than 
other capitals and has an edge, offering trendy restaurants and shops. 

Thenmala in Kollam – This district is majestically set in the midst of evergreen forests in the lap of the Western 
Ghats and hosts a wide range of adventure and leisure activities.   

Favorable Dates: Oct 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23                    Favorable Colors: Blue & Grey

Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com
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