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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com
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The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

This issue of Touriosity is dedicated to the beauty and diversity of the 
eastern Indian state of West Bengal. This region is known for its cul-
tural, geographical and ethnic diversity as well as for its historical sig-
nificance. We bring to our readers 101 destinations from this state, 
which, depending on where your base is, may be a weekend destination 
or one ideal for a daytrip. Also included in the issue is An Artists Im-
pression of Kolkata.
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Dr. Paritosh Nandi

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Many daytrip destinations are popular as picnic 
spots, and visitors come here to spend time and 
feast with family and friends. However, often af-
ter a warm winter’s get-together, these places are 
left with used plastic, food waste and other pol-
lutants. These not only damage the environment 
but also degrade the beauty of the place. LET’S 
carry our trash and BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS.

3

West Bengal, a state in the eastern part of India is truly diverse. From the snow-

clad peaks of the mighty Himalayas to the characteristic verdure of the Gangetic 

planes, from tea gardens adorning the Himalayan foothills in northern part of 

the state to the steamy and serene beaches on the Bay of Bengal, from deep 

forests teeming with wildlife to the urban jungles, West Bengal has something 

for every kind of visitor. It is home to people of different ethnicities and boasts 

diverse cultures, religions, languages, lifestyle, food habits apart from geographical 

landscapes. The very diverse terrain in the state comprises of lush green forests, 

abundant wildlife, sea, estuaries, delta, coastal areas, mountains, tea plantations 

and numerous rivers. The state is also replete with ancient temples and spectacular 

remnants of Victorian architecture from the British era. And to add to all that are 

the UNESCO World heritages, the heritage Himalayan Railway, extraordinary art 

and crafts, music, theatre, films, literature, folk festivals and cuisine that make 

West Bengal truly a wonderful place to visit. Some of the finest tea plantations of 

India are situated in this state, and it is home to the famous ‘Darjeeling Tea’. It is 

also the original home of the famous Royal Bengal Tiger. 10% of the land area of 

Bengal is under forest cover. After the state of Assam, West Bengal has the maxi-

mum population of one-horned rhino also. It has several national parks, wildlife 

sanctuaries, protected areas and tiger reserves.

West Bengal has the distinction of owning many superlatives – the first and long-

est serving capital of British India (Calcutta from 1772 to 1911), the world’s largest 

mangrove forest (the Sundarbans), the biggest Cantilever Bridge in the country 

(Howrah Bridge), the busiest bridge in India (Vidyasagar Setu), largest stadium until 

recently (the Eden Gardens), the largest Botanical Garden (Botanical Garden in 

Shibpur), the largest library (National Library), largest Museum (Indian Museum), 

largest Planetarium (Birla Planetarium), longest delta (the Sundarbans), largest race 

course (Kolkata Race Course), the oldest port in India (Kolkata Port), the first metro 

rail in India and the only underground railway network in India and so on. Also 

West Bengal is one of the three Indian states (apart from Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh) that shares its border with three countries. 

It is bounded to the north by Bhutan, to the east by Bangladesh and to the northwest by Nepal.

Interestingly, Britain was not the only colonists in India, or as a matter of fact, in Bengal. Many other European powers have ruled 

over parts of Bengal for nearly 350 years. They used the Hooghly River as the main source of navigation and set up their trading 

posts mostly along the river. As their trade flourished, they started building storehouses, followed by fortified settlements, churches 

and cemeteries. Soon the Indian traders joined them in trade and started growing their own business. They started using their newly 

earned fortune in building European-style palatial mansions. The Portuguese were the first to arrive in Bengal and they anchored their 

ships only about a hundred years after Vasco da Gama discovered the sea route to India in 1498. The town of Hooghly was where the 

Portuguese trading post was set up. Soon Chinsura in Hooghly district became a Dutch post. Serampore was a Danish trading post 

and Chandannagore went into the hands of the French and continued to be so until after India gained independence from the British.

West Bengal, a state bejewelled with mesmerising attractions, gets decent number of domestic tourists every year, but unfortunately 

the footfall of foreign tourists is not substantial. This issue is a humble effort from the side of Touriosity to sensitize our foreign readers 

about all that this part of India offers to its visitors.

Hope our readers will like this issue. Do send us your feedback and suggestions at ttmag.english@gmail.com as usual. 

Happy travelling! 
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101 destinations of Bengal
This eastern Indian state is blessed with 
a variety of land forms and diversity in 
every aspect of life making it very in-
teresting for visitors. There are thick 

forests that are home to abundant 
wildlife including some rarities and 
endangered ones, there are innumer-
able little peaks on the foothills of the 
Himalayas that also provide a glimpse 
of the Mt. Kanchenjunga as well as the 
Mount Everest. The state is also home 
to a number of sea beaches by the Bay 
of Bengal. Then there are destinations 
known for their culture, art, craft and 
music. This article brings to our readers 
101 such destinations in the state. 

Travel horoscope
If you love travelling, you would prob-
ably be interested in knowing what the 
month ahead holds for you, not only in 
general but also in terms of travel. This 
horoscope will help you plan.

An impression of City of Joy
Our beloved Spanish watercolour il-
lustrator and artist Joaquin Gonzalez 
Dorao had visited us at Kolkata in Au-
gust 2016. This article provides an Art-
ist’s Impression of our own City of Joy.
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West Bengal is not just about its literature, 
political and cultural history, or the lip-
smacking food. If one looks closely into the 
natural wealth of the state, one will be sur-
prised to find in the state almost all kinds 
of geographical features except deserts. 
From rivers to plains, deltas, mangroves, 
forests, hills, beaches, islands, former co-
lonial towns, religious destinations as well 
as UNESCO World Heritages, there is so 
much that the state has to offer. A major 
part of the state is connected to the Bay of 
Bengal, which automatically gives us one of 
the most coveted destinations – beaches! 
From the largest delta in the world to the 
border of Odisha along the Bay of Bengal, 
there are many beautiful beaches along the 
eastern coast. From the largest mangrove 
forests in the world to the forests of the 
Dooars region with abundance in faunal 
variety, from beautiful quaint hill stations 
to historical places, the state deserves a lot 
of your time. This article brings to readers 
a snapshot of 101 weekend and short haul 
destinations in the state. 

Ahaldara Ahaldara view point, located 5 
km from Latpanchar, near Namthing Lake, 
provides a spectacular 360-degree view 
over the hills and rivers of North Bengal. 
On a clear day one can get a glimpse of 
the Teesta River, Kalimpong hill, Lava, Lo-
legaon, Tinchuley, Takdah, Mangpo and as 
far as Kurseong, Dooars region and Siliguri. 
The viewpoint is popular for watching 
sunrise and sunset over the Himalayas. Only 
downside is that one has to trek about 300 
metres to reach the top as the altitude of 
the viewpoint is about 5,000 ft.

Ajodhya Hills Located in Purulia 
district, Ajodhya Hills are part of the Dalma 
Hills, an extended part of the Eastern Ghats 
range. The highest peak of Ajodhya Hills is 
Chemtaburu, while Gorgaburu, Mayuri etc. 
are some of the peaks of the range. The 
most populated nearby town is Bagmundi; 
it offers mountaineers basic courses in rock 
climbing. The area forms the lowest step of 
the Chota Nagpur Plateau which comprises 
of undulating land with scattered hills.

Bagora Bagora is a pristine hamlet at an 
altitude of 7150 ft near Darjeeling. Located 
amidst beautiful mountains, it is a destina-
tion that soothes your body and soul. 
Walking and bird watching are activities to 
indulge in here. 

Baguran This is one of the least known 
beach destinations near Kolkata. It is a 

small coastal town where the golden 
beaches surrounded by casuarina trees are 
covered by red crabs. It is a great place to 
relax and unwind. 

Bakkhali Situated on one of the many 
deltaic islands of southern Bengal, this 
south-facing crescent shaped beach is one 
of the rare ones in the world where you can 
enjoy views of both sunrise and sunsets. 
The 8kms-long, usually sparsely populated, 
beach with gently rolling waves extends 
from Bakkhali to Frasergunj. On one side 
is the mangrove forest of Sunderbans and 
on the other is the sea. The hard beach is 
suitable for cycling, walking or even driving. 
Bakkhali is located about 125kms from Joka 
on the south-western fringes of Kolkata. 
One can also visit the Benfish Harbour, 
Frasergunj beach, Crocodile Park or simply 
enjoy the magnificent expanse of the man-
grove forests. Since the Ganges meets the 
ocean here, the water may appear muddy, 
however, it is rich in aquatic animals. Even 
beautiful birds are sighted here. 

Bandel Bandel is located 55 km to the 
north of Kolkata on the other side of the 
Hooghly River. For the city dwellers of 
Kolkata, a destination just outside the city 
limits provides unparalleled architectural di-
versity. With marvelous historical structures 
of Hindu, Islamic and Christian religious 
institutions dotting the town, Bandel is a 
wonderful short getaway from the din and 
bustle of the metropolis – a true day trip-
per’s delight. The Nossa Senhora do Rosario 
or Basilica of the Holy-Rosary, popularly 
known as the Bandel Church, dating back 
to 1599 AD, is one of the oldest churches 
in India. It is a memorial of the Portuguese 
settlement in Chinsurah, Bengal. The Portu-
guese also built a Fort and a church which 
were reduced to dust during the Mughal 
attack. Once the British arrived in Bengal, 
the Portuguese were overthrown. The next 
important landmark here is a beautiful 
Imambara built during the mid-19th cen-
tury. The early 19th century’s Hansheshwari 
temple at Basberia with 13 Minars (Ratnas), 
each built as a blooming lotus bud, is also 
an impressive structure. The Ananta Bas-
udeb Temple built by Raja Rameswar Datta 
in 1679 AD in the traditional eka-ratna style 
has exquisite terracotta works on its walls. 

Bankiput A quick weekend getaway for 
urban dwellers, Bankiput is serene and has 
a virgin beach. Compared to the crowd and 
chaos at Digha and Mandarmoni, it is calm 
and relaxing here. It is located very close 

to Junput and 40 kms from Digha. The sea here is 
visible only during the high tide, which is essentially 
during the early afternoon. The major attractions 
are the Dariapur Lighthouse and the fishing harbour 
where the Rasulpur River meets the Bay of Bengal.

Baranti Baranti is a small tribal village in Purulia 
district surrounded on one side by Biharinath Hill 
and on the other side by Panchkot Hills. Located 
on the shores of a large dam reservoir, the Muradi 
Lake, that is surrounded by green hills, Baranti offers 
visitors an opportunity to re-energise their spirits. 
The place is home to wildlife that includes wild 
boars, deer and wolves. The best time to visit here 
is during monsoon when the surroundings are lust 
green and colourful butterflies are in abundance. 

Barrackpore Barrackpore is a town on the 
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bank of Hooghly River in the outskirts of Kolkata. 
Historically, it has played an important role as a 
military and administrative centre under the British. 
It is home to the oldest cantonment in India and 
the Police Training Academy of West Bengal. It was 
the venue of many rebellions against the British 
during the 19th century, including the Barrackpore 
Mutiny of 1824 when Indian troops stationed 
at Barrackpore refused to participate in the First 
Anglo-Burmese War and the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 
of which this place was the starting point. The 
town is replete with remnants of the past which 
includes tombs and monuments from the British 
era, temples, ghats and parks. The most important 
attractions in Barrackpore are the Gandhi Ghat, the 
Mangal Pandey Park, the Annapurna Temple of late 
19th century, the Government House which was 

officers at the war of Java and Isle de France 
in 1810 – 1811, Lady Canning’s Tomb, St. 
Bartholomew’s Cathedral and so on.

Belur, Howrah It is a neighbourhood in 
Howrah city which is famous for a complex 
of temples. Belur Math is the headquarters 
of the Ramakrishna Math, a monastic order 
and the Ramakrishna Mission, both found-
ed by Swami Vivekananda. It is situated on 
the bank of River Hooghly. On the opposite 
bank of the Hooghly River sits the famous 
Dakshineshwar Temple of Kolkata.

Bhalukop Nestled in the laps of the 
eastern Himalayas, this is a tiny village near 
Kalimpong from where one can enjoy 
breath-taking views of Mt. Kanchenjunga. 
Located at an altitude of 5,300 feet, it is 
a good alternative to Kalimpong for those 
who want to enjoy the same scenery but 
with more serenity. Important places to visit 
nearby are the Delo Hill and Park, the Bud-
dha Statue, Hanuman Temple and the Guru 
Padmasambhava statue.

Bindu Located 105 km from Siliguri, 
Bindu is a valley in the Himalayan Foothills 
encircled by the hills of Bhutan that present 
a picturesque sight. It has an elevation of 
2,000 feet and lies on Indo-Bhutan border, 
River Jaldhaka being the natural border 
between the two countries. The Jaldhaka 
Dam is one of the oldest hydro-electric 
projects between Indian and Bhutan. Three 
streams, namely Dudh Khola, Bindu Khola 
and Jaldhaka, meet at a place near the 
dam. Bindu presents a lovely view of the 

Bishnupur This fabled 
town lined with exquisite 
terracotta temples is also 
famous for Baluchari 
sarees. Out of the hun-
dreds of temples present 
here, some famous ones 
are Lalji, Madan Mohan, 
Radhey Shyam, Keshto 
Raya or Jor Bangla and 
Shyam Rai temples. The 
Raashmancha is perhaps 
the most photographed 
structure here. There are 
other attractions also, like 

a cannon, a few lakes etc. Among the tem-
ples of Bishnupur, the ‘ratna style’ is very 
common. It is markedly different from the 
other style prevalent in this part – the ‘chala 
style’. Although both have similar rectan-
gular base structure, the sloping roof of the 
chala style becomes flatter and boast one 
or many churas or ratnas which are turrets 
constructed as small temples. Depending 
on the number of churas the structures are 
named as ekratna, panchratna, nabaratna 
etc. According to many, this idea of install-
ing a cylindrical spire with semi-spherical 
dome on top of the temple was a direct in-
fluence of Muslim architecture. The practice 
of decorating Hindu temples with miniature 
shrines common in other parts of India was 
also prevalent here. 

Buxa Duar This is a tiger Reserve near 
the Bhutan Border; so the area is under the 
Army. But with a spot permit it is possible 
to view wildlife from watch towers. Buxa 
is famous for the Buxa Fort, located at an 
altitude of 867 metres. The origin of the 
fort is not clear but before being taken over 
by the British it was a continuous point of 
contention between the Cooch Kings and 
the King of Bhutan. Under the British it 
was used as a detention camp for freedom 
fighters. Buxa is also a good trekking desti-
nation. One can go till Bhutan Ghat beside 
River Raidak.

Chandannagore Located 48 km from 
Kolkata, Chandannagar or Chandannagore 
is a former French colony [for 273 years 
(1678 - 1951)]. Unlike the Portuguese, 

used as the official summer residence for 
the British Governor-Generals and Viceroys, 
the World War II huts built to accommo-
date the American soldiers, the cenotaph 
constructed as a memorial to the 24 fallen 

Jaldhaka River as it gorges down the lower 
Kalimpong hills. The view of Jhallong from 
Bindu is gorgeous. Tourists are allowed to 
see the dam from a distance only.  
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Dutch and Danes, the French colonists con-
tinued to co-exist with the British. Because 
of the admixture of Bengali and French 
cultures, this town presents a very unique 
culture. There are many colonial structures 
with Indo-French architectural influence. In 
the old town, one comes across bakeries 
selling croissants and French baguettes. 
One may also chance upon elderly Bengali 
people conversing in French over a cup 
of tea. The former mansion of the French 
commander Dupleix has been converted 
into a museum that displays an interest-
ing collection of French antiques, war 
weapons, furniture etc. The Sacred Heart 
Church, French Cemetery, a Gate, under-
ground house and the Strand are some of 
the memoirs the French colonists left be-
hind. The largest concentration of colonial 
buildings is on the Strand area along the 
Hooghly River. The Strand has a beautiful 
pavilion that consists of slender columns 
with decorative stucco works and floral 
designs. Chandannagar Court is housed in 
the once luxurious building of Thistle Hotel 
(also called Hotel de Paris). It contains the 
slogan of the French Revolution ‘Liberté, 
Egalité & Fraternité’. Chandannagore also 
has many famous temples and is also well 
known for the annual Jagadhhatri Puja.

Chandpur This is another virgin beach, 
much unknown in the tourist circles. This 
beach is said to be the cleanest in West 
Bengal. On full moon nights the sea turns 
silver and the beach looks golden making it 
a sight to remember. 

Chapramari Located close to the 
Gorumara National Park, this is another 
dense forest area in the Dooars region. In 
fact, it is a continuation of Gorumara and is 
only separated from the latter by the Murti 
River. Rail line goes through this forest 
resulting in big concerns for the safety of 
animals in the area. The most commonly 
sighted animals in this small sanctuary are 
the elephants and gaurs, while deer and 
reptiles are sighted on occasions.

Charkhole Located only about 35 km 
from Kalimpong, Charkhole is a tiny virgin 
village that hasn’t yet been explored much. 
When the skies are clear, it is possible to 
view the mighty Mt. Kanchenjunga from 
here. Charkhole is filled with varieties of 
orchids and other flowers, and is a great 
destination for eco-tourists. This place is 
also a good one to spot exotic Himalayan 
birds and colourful butterflies. 

Chatakpur Perched at an altitude 
of 7,887ft, Chatakpur is a small moun-
tain hamlet within the Senchal Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Darjeeling district. It overlooks 
Sonada town located down the hill at a dis-
tance of 7km. It is surrounded by spectacu-
lar views of Mt. Kanchenjunga. There are 
20 families with a total population of about 
100 people in the village. The villagers 
indulge in organic farming and this makes it 
a great destination for eco-tourism.

Chilapata Sanctuary It is another 
dense forest in the Dooars region. Between 
15th and 17th September every year an 
eco-tourism festival is organized in this 
Sanctuary. The ruins of 5th century Nalraja 
Garh, a fort belonging to the Nal Kings, 
here is an archeological treasure but is not 
well maintained. This dense green belt be-
tween Jaldapara and Buxa is an important 
corridor for the big herbivores. It is part of a 
bigger corridor for elephants from Mechi in 
Nepal to Sankosh in Assam.

Chinsurah Chinsurah (locally called Chu-
chura), located 65 km from Kolkata, was 
a Dutch colony from 1615 to 1825. Then 
it was said to be the most beautiful town 
of Bengal. In 1825, the British offered the 
Dutch the island of Sumatra in exchange 
for Chinsurah. They accepted the deal and 
thus Chinsurah went under the British. To-
day the town presents an interesting blend 
of Dutch, British and Indian architecture. 
The clock tower constructed by the British 
in 1914 in honour of the British Emperor 
Edward VII is the main attraction here. 
It has two medallions of Edward VII and 
two plaques provide a brief history of the 
structure. There is also a ruined Dutch Villa. 
The District Court building located close by 
served as an army barrack. Its corridor has 
the distinction of being the longest in India. 
A little further is a Dutch colonial garden 
house which was once the abode of the 
Dutch Governor. The original buildings here 
(called Welgeleegen) were replaced by new 
buildings by the British. However, the in-
scription in a plaque here reads ‘Dutch East 
India Company, 1687’. Sandeshwar Temple 
complex houses two brass drums gifted by 
the Dutch Governor. Every year on the last 
day of Bengali New Year these drums are 
taken out for public display. Another im-
portant relic of the Dutch here is the Dutch 
Cemetery. There is also the architecturally 
beautiful grave of Susana Annamaria along 
the G T Road. Legend has it that this Dutch 
lady married seven times, and each time 

murdered her husband. This story was the inspira-
tion behind Ruskin Bond’s story ‘Susanna’s Seven 
Husbands’, which again inspired the Bollywood 
movie ‘Saat Khoon Maaf’ starring Priyanka Chopra 
in the role of Susan. 

Chitrey This hidden gem, a small mountain vil-
lage, is located on the way to Sandakphu. Located 
in the Singalila National Park, it has an elevation of 
8,340 ft. Trekkers generally make a halt here on the 
way to Sandakphu.

Darjeeling Darjeeling, the beautiful hill station, 
is surrounded by Nepal on the west, Sikkim on the 
north and Bhutan on the east. It is located in the 
Lesser Himalayas at an average height of 6,709 ft. 
It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. East India Com-
pany took it on lease from the Chogyal Monarch of 
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Sikkim in the 19th century and established a military 
depot here. The climate was apt for the establish-
ment of a sanatorium for British soldiers. Later, its 
scenic beauty and pleasant climate led to it being 
developed as a hill station. A number of schools, 
based on the structure of British Public Schools like 
Eton, Rugby and Harrow came up for the education 
of children of British officers. Even today, Darjeeling 
is well known for its remarkable residential schools 
like St. Paul’s, Loreto Convent, Mount Hermon and 
North Point. The colonial influence is also evident in 
the Gothic and Tudor architecture of some churches 
and schools. The hill station has some famous 
tea plantations which produces world-renowned 
Darjeeling Tea. The Himalayan Railways’ Toy Train 
ride, a UNESCO World Heritage project, is restricted 
between Kurseong and Darjeeling and is a ‘must 

do’ thing. The heart and soul of Darjeel-
ing, commonly known as the Mall, is in the 
centre of Darjeeling. A lively place with lots 
of shops, lined beside each other, make for 
an attractive place to start one’s stay. The 
view of Mt. Kanchenjunga from Tiger Hill 
at sunrise, Tea plantations, Padmaja Naidu 
Himalayan Zoological Park, the Himalayan 
Mountaineering Institute etc. are some of 
the other important tourist attractions.

Dawaipani Dawaipani, as a tourist desti-
nation, has recently become popular. It is a 
small village located only about 15 km from 
Darjeeling. Like most hill stations of North 
Bengal, Dawaipani also offers a majestic 
view of the Mt. Kanchenjunga. Hiking in 
the forests, bird watching or simply lazing 
around doing photography are the activities 
most visitors engage in here.

Dhotrey Another hidden gem, this is a 
mountain village at an altitude of 8,550 ft 
located in the buffer zone of the Singalila 
National Park. It is 105 km from New Jal-
paiguri and can be reached by road after a 
steep climb. There is a Buddhist monastery 
worth visiting here.  

Digha Located 187 km to the south west 
of Kolkata, Digha has become a household 
name with Kolkatans. Because of its proxim-
ity to the metro city this tourist destination 
makes a great quick weekend getaway. 
From Kolkata it can be reached by car, train 
or bus. Described as ‘Brighton of the East’ 
by Warren Hastings, this sea beach stretches 
up to about 7 km. Digha has a shallow sand 
beach and the long beach shifts its shoreline 

through the day, depending on the tides. 
The sea has gentle waves. The greenery 
along the beach not only enhances the 
beauty of the location, it also helps reduce 
the sea coast erosion. Since some of the 
areas in the Digha shore are prone to 
quick sand, one should not attempt to go 
beyond the designated swim point. There 
are two beaches at Digha, the Old Digha 
beach and the New Digha Beach. One 
can also visit the Science Centre, Marine 
Aquarium and Research Centre, Amravati 
Lake with boating facilities, the snake farm, 
Chandaneshwar Temple, Kapal Kundala 
Temple and Lankeshwar Temple. Digha is 
a heaven for seafood lovers. The beach is 
lined up with small thatched roof shacks 
which dish out various seafood delica-
cies. One can also buy raw meat, fish or 
vegetables from the local market and get 
them cooked by the shopkeepers. From 
tiger prawns, crabs, crispy fried shrimps to 
fishes, everything is available in the small 
food stalls on the beach. 

Dooars The Dooars region historically 
came under the Kamata Kingdom (a part 
of the Kamarupa Kingdom of Assam) and 
was ruled by the Koch Dynasty. It was later 
conquered by Bhutan and became a part 
of this country and continued to be so till 
middle of 19th century when the British 
annexed it and put it under a Commander. 
Soon the whole of Dooars was divided into 
two parts and the eastern part was merged 
with Assam while the western part became 
part of West Bengal. Hence the two parts 
also came to be known as Assam Dooars 
and Bengal Dooars respectively. The name 
‘Dooars’ has been derived from the ‘Dwar 
or Dvar’ which means door in many Indian 
languages. The Dooars is the gateway to 
Nepal and Bhutan, hence a ‘door’. 
Bengal Dooars lies on the southern foothills 
of the Himalayas. It forms part of the 
Terai-Duar Savanna and Grasslands (more 
popularly known as ‘Terai’) which is home 
to the world’s tallest grasslands. The plains 
of Darjeeling district, whole of Jalpaiguri 
and Alipurduar district and the northern 
part of Cooch Behar district of West Bengal 
constitute the Bengal Dooars. The whole of 
Dooars is very rich in greenery and pristine 
beauty. There are innumerable streams and 
rivers flowing through the region, making 
it the perfect place to unwind. Dooars is 
home to many hill stations and national 
parks. The tea gardens of Dooars are not 
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only its economic backbone in terms of 
trade, but also a thing that attracts tourists 
due to their sheer beauty. Tourism is an-
other major revenue earner for the region.

Falta Beach Damodar and Hooghly 
River confluence near this beach. Interest-
ingly, the name of the beach has been 
derived from a ship of the same name that 
was damaged here in the 17th century.

Fort William A modern-day fort, it was 
built by the British in the pre-independence 
era close to the Hooghly River. It was built 
in Calcutta in the early years of Bengal 
presidency. The famous Maidan, the largest 
park of Calcutta in the heart of the city is 
located opposite to the Fort William. The 
fort was named after King William III.  

Frazerganj Located near Bakkhali, Fraz-
erganj has a very long and quite beach. It is 
often combined with a trip to Bakkhali and 
Henry Island. Apart from the beach here 
one can also visit the ruins of the office of 
Andrew Fraser, from the early 1900s. The 
place is named after him. There is also a 
Wind Energy Farm here. 

Garh Panchakot Located on the banks 
of the Panchet Lake and on the foothills of 
the Panchet Hill in Purulia district, this is a 
ruined fort and a testimony to the brutal 
attacks of the Marathas (locally called the 
Bargi) on Bengal during the 18th century. 
Once this place was covered in fortifica-
tions, but today it is under a thick cover of 
forest. As you drive past the forest, from 
time to time you come across little clearings 
where a ruined structure seems to have 
sprung up from nowhere. The ruins seem 
to be crying aloud telling the tales of their 
misery. The architectural style followed 
here is beautiful, to say the least. There 
are luxury resorts with beautiful pools as 
well as luxury tent accommodations for the 
increasing number of tourists to the place.

Ghoom This hillside resort is located 3 
km from Darjeeling at an altitude of 7,407 
ft. Apart from the breathtaking scenic 
beauty it is also home to Ghoom Gompa, 
a monastery believed to be the largest in 
this region. It has a large collection of well 
preserved, rare Buddhist manuscripts and 
colourful paintings. The railway station of 
Ghoom is said to be the highest railway 
station (2,258 mts) in India. Batasia Loop is 
another famous attraction of Ghoom.

Gongoni Famously known as Bengal’s 
Grand Canyon, this is a relatively lesser-
known attraction. Located near the town 
of Garbeta in Paschim Midnapore district, 
Gongoni is a village through which the Shil-
abati River passes. The ravines, gorges and 
creases on the bank of river formed after 
thousands of years of soil erosion give rise 
to interesting land formations. The orangish 
red colour of the soil makes these forma-
tions look all the more spectacular. This has 
resulted in the comparison with the Grand 
Canyon, although this is nothing close to it, 
but it is beautiful in its own right. 

Gopalpur Gopalpur is a quaint fishing 
village with a virgin beach. It should not be 
confused with the more popular Gopalpur 
Beach of Odisha. A very common sight on 
this beach is of red crabs. The Dariapur 
lighthouse is a short distance away.

Gorubathan Situated at an elevation of 
1,368 feet, Gorubathan lies 50 km away 
from Siliguri and 90 km from Kalimpong. 
It is famous for the Monday market, and is 
also locally known as Sombarey (mean-
ing ‘on Mondays’) because the weekly 
market is organized on Mondays. Like most 
places in Dooars region, Gorubathan is also 
blessed with infinite natural beauty. 

Gorumara National Park Located 
80 km from Jaldapara, this is the second 
most important forest area of the Dooars if 
one-horned rhinos are in your mind. It has 
a size of 80 sq km and apart from rhinos, is 
also an abode to elephants, gaurs, barking 
deer, wild boar, reptiles and peacocks. It is 
situated on the banks of River Murti and 
River Raidhaka. With unending tea gardens 
on one side, this ecotourism destination has 
its own elephant and jeep safari rides. The 
watch towers here are unique. Murti River 
is a good picnic spot. One can also collect 
souvenirs and forest products from here.

Haripur This quaint beach has beautiful 
sandy stretches teeming with crimson crabs 
and lined with casuarina trees. It is a perfect 
weekend destination from Kolkata.

Henry’s Island Strolling on the pristine 
beach and gazing at and admiring the 
sunset could be an ideal stress buster, 
capable of soothing the nerves of jaded 
urban dwellers. An enchanting place, the 
Henry Island, over the years, is turning out 
to be a much sought after destination for 

those who wish to opt for a quiet, secluded holiday, 
completely cut away from the cacophonies of the 
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crowded city. The serene surroundings are over-
whelming, as are the miles of empty beach, placid 
sea and the clear skies. The local food is an added 
attraction. Lazing around on the secluded beach 
is altogether a different kind of experience. With 
active assistance from the state forest and tourism 
departments, the fisheries department has recently 
set up a couple of resorts for visitors to this island. 
One of the common views at the Henry Island is 
that of innumerous red fiddler crabs dotting the 
beaches. These crabs dominate the empty beaches 
and shy away when human beings approach them. 
They are a photographers’ delight. While at Henry 
Island, it is worthwhile to be there also at the Kiron 
Sea Beach. 

Icchey Gaon Icchey Gaon is surrounded by pine 

and conifer forest. This pristine Himalayan 
village is perched at an altitude of 5,800 ft 
and is located close to the famous ancient 
Silk Route. The name Icchey Gaon literally 
means ‘wishing village’. The beauty and 
tranquillity of village does justice to that 
name; indeed, your wish of escaping to the 
lap of mother nature is fulfilled after coming 
here. Located close to Kalimpong on the 
lap of the Kalimpong Hills, Icchey Gaon 
also offers you spectacular view of the Mt. 
Kanchenjunga on a clear day. There are nu-
merous nature trails and short treks starting 
from this village. Some famous attractions 
here are the Sangchen Dorjee Monastery, 
Ramitey Dara viewpoint, Damsang Fort and 
the Jalsa viewpoint. Also popular among 
activities is jungle trekking to Sillery Gaon. 

Itachuna The more than 250 years old 
Itachuna Rajbari is also known as Bargee 
Danga, ‘bargee’ being a name given to 
the Maratha warriors by the Bengalis. The 
Marathas attacked Bengal repeatedly to 
collect Chauth which was a tax to be paid 
by the Nawab of Bengal. After the attacks 
stopped, many of the Marathas stayed back 
in Bengal and amassed a lot of wealth from 
trade. The Kundans were one such sect of 
the Marathas who later came to be known 
as ‘Kundu’. Itachuna Rajbari was built by 
the ancestors of the Kundus in the mid-18th 
century. Currently the palace belongs jointly 
to the Kundus and an organization that has 
restored the glory of the Rajbari. It has been 
turned into a heritage hotel for visitors. 
There are numerous reports that claim this 
palace to be haunted. To many holidayers, 
this also is a big reason to visit the Rajbari. 

Jaldapara Jaldapara National Park is 
situated to the east of the Teesta River in 
Dooars region. The park is fed by rivers 
Torsa (from north to south), Malangi (from 
east to west), and five rivulets, viz. Hol-
long, Buri Torsa, Chirakhawa, Sisamara and 
Gorumara. This National Park has an area of 
216.51 sq kms and is home to 250 rhinos, 
6 Bengal tigers, 240 species of birds, wild 
elephants, eight species of turtles, gaurs 
(Indian bison), deer, barking deer, wild 

boars, leopard, reptiles 
and insects. However, 
it is known mainly for 
its one-horned rhino 
population, next only to 
the Kaziranga National 
Park. Tiger is the only 

predator of rhino in this part of the jungle. 
The tall trees and grasslands here are en-
chanting. The NP remains closed between 
15th June and 15th September because 
of the breeding season, heavy rains and 
flooding of rivers. Between October to 
March is the best time to visit Jaldapara 
as new elephant grass grows, the animals 
frequently come in search of tender shoots 
and number of sightings are high. The 
summer is hot and humid, while winter is 
chilling.

Jambudwip Located close to Bak-
khali, this is a small uninhabited, forested 
island. One can take motorised country 
boats called bhutbhuti to reach here from 
Bakkhali. The best thing to do here is crab-
spotting on the clean, glassy beach. 

Jayanti Jayanti is a small, picturesque 
forest village within the Buxa Tiger Reserve 
along the shores of the Jayanti River which 
forms a natural border with the hills of 
Bhutan. The 13 km trek from Buxaduar 
to Jayanti is especially popular as hikers 
can enjoy beautiful views of the surround-
ing landscape, wild flowers and wildlife 
sighting in the dense forest. Mahakal 
Cave, a narrow and dark cave featuring 
a stalagmite dedicated to Lord Shiva, is 
located beside a waterfall. The cave itself 
is small but the splendid natural surround-
ings and the thrilling trek itself invariably 
draws trekkers to this place. The view of 
the Bhutan Hills on one side and the Buxa 
Reserve Forest on the other and the flow 
of the mountain river Jayanti over rocky 
bed, make for a good retreat. 

Jhallong This village in Kalimpong 
district is only 99 km from Siliguri. It lies on 
the banks of River Jaldhaka on the foothills 
of the Himalayas on the way to Bindu. This 
is a paradise for bird lovers as it is home to 
migratory birds in winter. There is a large 
reservoir that attracts birds like Eurasian 
Wryneck, Crested Kingfisher, Brown 
Dipper, Little Forktail etc. Just across the 
Jaldhaka River beyond the hydroelectric 
project is Indo-Bhutan border. A big attrac-



Throughout the park, there are 
numerous other fountains of 
great diversity and beauty like 
the Pyramid Fountain and Crown 
Fountain in the Summer Garden, 
the Umbrella Trick Fountain, the 
Chess Cascade, the Joke Foun-
tains, the Neptune Fountain and 
so on. Tsar Peter I was fond of 
jokes and pranks and conceived of 
the idea of creating some ‘squirt-
ing amusements’ in the Peterhof 
that would spray water on unwary 
visitors who happen to step on a 
particular paving stone or pass by 
a certain structure. The Umbrella 
Trick Fountain is one such installa-
tion. Some trick-fountains of the 
Lower Park however were added 
much after his time in the late 
18th century but the designs for 
the same were done in conso-
nance with the fountains of Tsar 
Peter I’s time.

The fountains of Peterhof Palace 
are among the biggest tourist 
attractions in Russia. They attract 
millions of visitors from around 
the world every year. For those 
who arrive by the sea at Peter-
hof, the first view of the Grand 
Cascade with the majestic palace 
at the background is simply out of 
the world. 

Of all the fountains in the palace 
complex, there are around 100 
functioning ones and some are 
accompanied by music too. 

The Summer Garden in Peterhof 
Palace complex was the first place 

to have fountains installed in them as far back as 1705 AD. 
Many fountains in the garden have been renovated in the 
recent times and restored to their past glory. The Pyramid 
Fountain, built in 1724, is one such iconic fountain. It was 
renovated in the 2010s. It is so named as the jets of water 
coming from it looks like forming the shape of a pyramid.

The Crown Fountain, designed a year later in 1725, is located 
near an entrance to the Summer Garden. The naming is thus 
because the water jets create a crown-like composition. Barely 
52 years after its installation it was destroyed by a flood. In the 
2010s it was recreated using old drawings and paintings.

The natural slope of Chessboard Hill at Peterhof Palace was 
chosen for the iconic Chess Cascade. This fountain construct-
ed in a cascade-style dates back to the first part of the 18th 
century. There are four giant chess boards over which the 
water spills down. There is a flight of steps on both sides of 
the cascade where one finds beautiful sculptures of Neptune, 
Olympia, Jupiter and Pluto. The top of the cascade is a grotto 
that is guarded by three dragons. 

The Neptune Fountain located in the upper gardens is another 
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the Peterof Palace Complex and its 
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Top Right: The Peterof Palace and 
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Top left: Close up view of the Samson 

fountain.

important fountain of Peterhof 
Palace complex. It dates back 
from the later part of the 18th 
century. As one can probably 
imagine, there is the sculpture of 
a crowned Neptune holding a tri-
dent on the top. He is surrounded 
by mythical creatures of the sea, 
Nymphs, tritons and figures riding 
hippocampi.

The Umbrella Trick Fountain, cre-
ated in 1796 resembles the shape 
of an umbrella. The central pillar 
is circled with chairs with carved 
arm rests. There are 164 nozzles 
hidden behind the elegant carved 
festoons. Whenever any visitor 
comes under the umbrella, the 
nozzles begin to spout water, 
forming a dense water curtain, 
taking the visitors quite by sur-
prise.

The fountains of Peterhof are op-
erational every year from mid of 
May till the mid of September and 
the timings are roughly 10 am till 
6 pm. Saturdays and Sundays are 
too crowded and hence it is better 
to avoid these two days.
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tion is the Jhalong Market where the locals 
comprising of various tribes, including Bhu-
tanese people from the nearby areas come 
to buy their necessities. Hence the market 
becomes a cultural hotpot and a sight to 
behold. There are a number of trekking 
options here. 

Jhargram Located in Jhargram district, 
this town is known for its royal palaces, 
ancient temples, forests and tribes. The 
Chilkigarh Palace, the ancient Kanak Durga 
Temple and Kendua are some of the places 
worth visiting in the outskirts of Jhargram. 
For the most authentic tribal cultural per-
formances also this is the place to visit. 

Jorepokhri Jorepokhri is a small hilltop 
village, 20 km from Darjeeling and only 5 
km from Lepchajagat. It is known for the 
twin lakes after which it has been named. 
Jorepokhri Wildlife Sanctuary is home to 
the endangered species of Himalayan Sala-
mandar. There are other animals and birds 
as well. Those interested in trekking can 
also consider trekking to Sandakphu.

Junput It is a small fishing village about 
40kms from Digha and 145 km from 
Kolkata. Don’t go by its tiny size, it has 
a lot to offer. It is almost a virgin beach 
with less tourist interference. The State 
Government Fisheries Department does 
brackish water fish cultivation and research 
here. The pretty turquoise water against 
the lush greenery looks very pristine. There 
is a centre for studies in marine biology. 
Apart from a serene beach lined by casu-
arinas and eucalyptus, there is a lighthouse 
at the confluence of the sea and river 
and the famous temple of Kapalkundala 
which served as the background of Bankim 
Chandra Chatterjee’s famous novel of the 
same name. 

Kalimpong Perched atop a ridge above 
the Teesta River at an elevation of 4,091 ft 
on the Himalayan foothills, Kalimpong is a 
delightful experience. Dotted with colonial 
era buildings, churches, monasteries and 
parks, this hill station has a lot to offer to 
tourists. Kalimpong is also known for its 
educational institutions built during the 
British colonial period. It provides a pano-
ramic view of the Himalayas. Kalimpong is 
also popular for its vast collection of orchids 
and nurseries of Himalayan flowers.

Kalna This town is situated on the bank 

of the Bhagirathi River 100 km from Kol-
kata. It is famous for its 108 Shiva temples. 
In 1809, the temples were constructed 
by the then King of Burdwan, Tejchandra 
Bahadur. The Aat-chala (eight sloped roofs) 
styled temples were built in two concen-
tric circles – the outer circle consists of 74 
temples with black and white Shiva lingas 
alternately and the inner circle has 34 
temples, all with white Shiva lingas. Right 
in the middle of the inner circle there is a 
covered well. Due to its ingenious planning, 
all the Shiva lingas can be seen from the 
centre of the temple complex. It is said that 
these temples symbolically represent 108 
beads of a rosary. Opposite to this temple 
complex is a Palace Complex which houses 
many temples, a Rasmancha and a cannon. 

Khayerbari Also known as South Khair-
bari, it is known for a unique Tiger and 
Leopard Rescue Center. In this rehabilita-
tion center and park, rescued tigers and 
leopards are kept in natural surroundings. 
The animals are rescued from smugglers 
and tea garden areas and also rehabilitated 
from circuses after a ban was put on use of 
wild animals in circus. The injured animals 
are taken care of and later released back. 
The park has many birds too. 

Khejuri This virgin beach located op-
posite to the Sagar Island is getting popular 
as a picnic spot. Fallen trees, sound of the 
forest and incessant view of big ships in the 
distance makes this place memorable.

Kolakham This is a newfound wonder 
located in the Kalimpong district, only 8 
km from Lava. Nestled on the hills and sur-
rounded by thick vegetation and tall trees, 
Kolakham is a village located very close to 
the Neora Valley National Park. The famous 
Changey Falls is also nearby. But its big-
gest attraction is the excellent view of Mt. 
Kanchenjunga.

Kolkata Earlier known as Calcutta, it is 
the only metropolitan city in the eastern 
part of the country. It is also fondly referred 
to as the ‘City of Joy’. Kolkata is known as 
the Cultural Capital of India due to its pio-
neering activities in the fields of art, theatre 
and literature. It is also often regarded as 
the Intellectual Capital of India. It is worth 
noting that a majority of the Nobel Laure-
ates from India have been from this city 
alone. Calcutta was the capital of British 
India from the year 1772 to 1911. Due to 

this a majority of British era buildings, especially the 
Victorian buildings, are found in this city. It is home 
to a host of historical and architectural landmarks 
including the Victoria Memorial Palace, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, St. John’s Church, Marble Palace, Sha-
hid Minar, Fort William, Writers’ Building, Howrah 
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Bridge and the Indian Museum. There are some 
famous temples including the Kalighat temple and 
Dakshineshwar temple. The city is a perfect blend of 
old colonial charm and modern high rises. It is also 
a paradise for artists, foodies, musicians and culture 
lovers. The city has a vibrant night life. Kolkata has 
a sizeable Chinese and Armenian population, and 
both these communities maintain their own culture 
and have their own temples, schools, colleges etc.

Krishnanagar Named after Zamindar Krishna 
Chandra Roy, this town in Nadia district was one 
of the first municipalities to be established in the 
state (1864). The palace belonging to the zamindar, 
called ‘Rajbari’, is one of the biggest tourist attrac-
tions here. Anandamoyi Tola Kali Bari and Siddhesh-
wari Kalibari Mandir are two prominent temples. 

There are a few churches with interesting 
architecture as well. But by far the biggest 
attraction of the town today is the Ghurni 
neighbourhood, which is home to the tradi-
tional clay artists and their workshops. 

Kurseong Located 32 km from Darjeel-
ing at an elevation of 4,500 ft, Kurseong is 
the land of ‘White Orchids’. It has pleasant 
climate all year through and is a sought-
after hill resort. Kurseong is known for its 
beautiful tea plantations, lush green forests, 
British era architectural buildings, churches 
and boarding schools and a number of tour-
ist spots like the Eagle’s Craig, Rock Garden 
and Kettle Valley. It is equally infamous for 
the spooky Dow Hills which is said to be the 
most haunted place in India. The natural 
beauty of this hill station is breathtaking. 
Every spring, the town comes alive with 
bright white Kurson-rip orchids. Castleton, 
Makaibarie, Ambotia and Goomtee are 
some of the popular and big tea gardens 
that lay nearby. There are also trekking trails 
across forests and vegetation on the slopes 
of the mountains. 

Kurumbera Fort It is a very old fort, 
located in the village of Gaganeshwar in 
Keshiari, close to Kharagpur. It is an ASI pro-
tected monument. The fort has many tem-
ples and beautiful old-world charm about 
it. It was built in the 15th century by king of 
Odisha, Gajapati Kapilendra Dev. There are 
many inscriptions in Odiya in the fort.

Lamahatta This small mountain village 
is located 23 km away from Darjeeling. Sur-
rounded by thick pine forest and terraced 

farmland, it is an 
upcoming destina-
tion for eco-tourism. 
When the skies are 
clear, one can also 
have a view of the 
Mt. Kanchenjunga 
from here. Perched at 
an altitude of 5,700 
ft, this mountain vil-
lage is a memorable 
one to visit.

Latpanchar Nes-
tled in the Kurseong 
Hills, it is a sleepy 
Himalayan hamlet, a 
popular destination 
for birding enthu-
siasts. Latpanchar 

forms the highest part of the Mahananda 
Wildlife Sanctuary. It is also known for 
its Cinchona plantations from the bark 
of which chemicals are extracted for use 
in medicines for diseases like malaria. 
Although located close to Darjeeling, it is 
less crowded and visitors can relax in the 
serenity of the surroundings. At Latpanchar 
one can sight the elusive Rufous-necked 
hornbill and the Great Hornbill.

Lava Located at an altitude of 7,016 feet 
34 km from the more popular hill station 
of Kalimpong, Lava is a hidden gem of 
Bengal. It is a forest hamlet that is home to 
a Buddhist monastery. It is also the entry 
point to the Neora Valley National Park and 
the Jelep La and Rechi La Passes. This place 
is also a bird watcher’s paradise. It is known 
to receive snowfall in winter. It brings the 
much-needed respite to the city dwellers 
from the heat and hustle and bustle. 

Lepchajagat It is a quaint little moun-
tain village that lies on a hill slope amidst 
rhododendron trees and oak forests. 
Located in the wilderness at an altitude of 
6,967 feet about 19 km from Darjeeling, 
this hilly village has somehow quite miracu-
lously been able to maintain its tranquil 
atmosphere. It has a world of its own. Visi-
tors may soak in the tantalizing beauty of 
the amazing Mt. Kanchenjunga. After the 
sun sets, the view of illuminated Darjeeling 
in the distance is absolutely spectacular.

Lepchakha It is a small village of the 
Drukpa tribe that lies on a hill top inside 
the Buxa Tiger Reserve at a height of 3,500 
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feet, only about 3 km from Bhutan border. 
However, the tininess of the village does 
not prevent you from enjoying nature’s 
abundance here. One can have the pano-
ramic view of 12 rivers snaking through 
Dooars from here. Its surreal beauty makes 
it a favoured destination amongst tourists. 

Lolegaon Located at an altitude of 
1,675m at the extreme end of a Himalayan 
ridge, about 24 km from the more popular 
hill station of Lava, Lolegaon is a small 
picturesque village. It is famous for sunrise 
views. From here one can have beautiful 
views of the Singalila Range, Mt. Kanchen-
junga and Tiger Hill. A combined day trip of 
Lava and Lolegaon is popular with tourists. 

Makaibari Makaibari Tea Estate has the 
distinction of having the first tea factory in 
the world. It was set up in 1859. Makaibari 
continues to be one of the oldest and most 
beautiful tea estates in the whole country. 
At an altitude of 4,600 ft, the tea planta-
tions of Makaibari spreads over an area of 
1,575 acres. Nearby the Balasun River flows 
peacefully. At Makaibari, one can also 
witness the procedure of tea processing or 
do tea testing. Visitors may even take part 
in tea plucking from March to August and 
October to mid-November during which 
the tea plucking for various flushes take 
place. There is also a monastery nearby.

Mandarmani Mandarmani has com-
paratively lower waves than Digha. The 
beach, situated in east Midnapore district 
on the Bay of Bengal, has its own charm 
that is tranquility. Located only 180 km 
from Kolkata, Mandarmani is famous for 
its beach resorts and a 13 km-long drivable 
beach which is supposedly the longest 
motorable beach in India. In Mandarmani 
one also gets a glimpse of various sea 
birds wheeling over the sea and stretches 
of sand and swimmers striking out to the 
sea. The beach can be quite rough during 
the high tide and the surf can be irregular. 
Mandarmani is a heaven for food lovers. As 
the sun sets upon the horizon, the beach 
turns into a one stop food station with 
small thatched roof shacks dishing out vari-
ous seafood delicacies. Be it tiger prawns, 
crabs, crispy fried shrimps or fishes, you 
name it and it’s ready for you.  

Maneybhanjan It is a small transit 
town in the Darjeeling district, located at 
the gateway of the Singhalila National 
Park, 12 km from the Nepal border and 32 

km from Darjeeling. It has an elevation of 
6,600 ft above sea level and serves as the 
base for Sandakphu trek.

Mayapur Located 130 km from Kolkata 
in the Nadia district at the confluence of the 
rivers Jalangi and Hooghly, this is a place 
of tremendous religious importance for the 
Hindus. It currently houses the headquar-
ters of ISKCON, the international religious 
organization.

Moghalmari Moghalmari is a small vil-
lage in the district of West Midnapore with 
a population of less than 2000. The village 
has 381 houses covering an area of 200 
hectares. The nearest town Burdwan is 18 
km away. Recent excavations at Moghal-
mari have unearthed an ancient Buddhist 
monastery thus taking the state archaeol-
ogy department by a big surprise. This 
monastery is believed to be dating back 
to the 5th and 6th century BC in the site 
called Sashi Sena. Till now about 40 bronze 
artefacts and statues have been unearthed 
here and more are expected to be found. 
Of the statuettes that were unearthed, 
majority were of the Buddha, while some 
were of Hindu deities like Saraswati and Av-
alokiteshwara. The discovery of the ancient 
site has raised hopes of development of 
Buddhist Tourism in the state. 

Mongpong Located on the outskirts 
of the Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Mongpong is a scenic spot on the banks 
of River Teesta. The nearby forests and the 
meandering river are its biggest attractions.
 
Mousuni This less-known beach located 
120 km from Kolkata is now becoming 
popular. An interesting thing about this 
beach is that it is located on an island. 
Birdwatching, swimming, boating, fishing, 
lazing on the beach and camping are some 
of the main activities to indulge in here. 

Mirik One of the many hilly jewels of West 
Bengal, Mirik is all about natural beauty and 
splendour. Located mystically amongst the 
hills of Darjeeling at an elevation of 4,905 
ft 49 km from Darjeeling, this small hill 
town offers a tranquil holiday experience 
ornamented with prismatic views of the 
Mt. Kanchenjunga. Surrounded by lush and 
evergreen pine forests and exotic gardens, 
the Sumendu Lake is the main attraction 
of Mirik. The long glistening lake captures 
the mystical reflection of the Kanchenjunga 
which is quite overwhelming. In the slopes 

there are well manicured tea and spice plantations 
adding cream to the beauty. A long wooden bridge 
called Indreni Pull (Rainbow Bridge) around the lake 



The world is dotted with beautiful fountains, some with the most 
amazing sculpture and stunning designs, others defying gravity to 
reach incredible heights, some known for their musical tunes, other 
for their rainbow colours. In other words, these places deserve a 
visit by history and art lovers as well as travel enthusiasts. However, 
fountains were originally only meant for supply of water for daily 
necessities to people in the neighbourhood. So their design and aes-
thetics took the back seat. As cities modernised, fountains lost their 
importance as the source of water for citizens. Today, they represent 
historical monuments, things of beauty and remnants of the bygone 
era. This makes them big tourist attractions. The beauty of their struc-
tures as well as the shimmering waters leave visitors in awe. Here are 
thirty of the most famous and utterly beautiful fountains in the world 
that we thought our readers must have in their bucket list:
Fontana delle Tartarughe, Rome, Italy

The Turtle Fountain is a late Italian Renaissance-style fountain, located 

in Piazza Mattei in Sant’Angelo district of Rome. Built between 1580 and 
1588 by architect Giacomo della Porta and sculptor Taddeo Landini, it 
was meant to supply drinking water to the Romans. The fountain has a 
square basin with a circular vasque mounted on a pedestal in the center. 
There are four human heads spouting water into the basin. There are 
four bronze ephebes around the vasque of the fountain, each resting a 
foot on the head of a bronze dolphin, and one hand raised towards the 
edge of the vasque. The mouths of the dolphins also spout water into the 
conch shells surrounding the base of the fountain.
Archibald Fountain, Sydney, Australia
 
The Archibald Fountain, dating from 1932, is a true historical land-
mark. Located in the Hyde Park, in central Sydney, in New South 
Wales, Australia, the fountain is formally named as J.F. Archibald 
Memorial Fountain. The design incorporates Greek and Roman ele-
ments and features the Greek God Apollo surrounded by other mythi-
cal beings that beautifully spray water to the delight of park visitors. 

This fountain is one of the biggest attractions in the whole of the 
continent of Australia. The fountain was installed in honour of the 
association of France and Australia during the First World War. The 
design of this fountain was inspired by the classical Greek and Roman 
history, art and literature. Built of granite and bronze, this fountain is 
open 24 hours.
Fountain Of Montjuïc Palace, Barcelona, Spain
 
The Magic Fountain of the Montjuïc neighborhood located below 
the majestic Palau Nacional on the Montjuïc hill in Barcelona near 
the Plaça d’Espanya is considered to be one of the world’s largest 
fountains. The fountain was constructed for the 1929 Barcelona Inter-
national Exposition. Located in the neighbourhood of Montjuïc, this 
fountain is famous for the daily light and sound performances which 
thousands of tourists gather to witness every evening. This fountain 
located in Plaça de Carles Buïgas was constructed in 1929 and it start-
ed the evening light shows in 1980. The show is a spectacular display 

18 Vol 11, Issue 5, Touriosity Travelmag, October 2022

gives enrapturing views of surrounding landscapes. 
The bridge leads to the verdant pine woods situ-
ated on the other bank of the lake. There is also 
a thin strip of roadway encircling the lake and a 
walk through it gives striking visuals of the mighty 
Kanchenjunga.

Mukutmanipur Located on the shores of the 
Kangsabati Dam, Mukutmanipur offers visitors 
a peaceful getaway from the urban hustle and 
bustle. The nearby hills are ideal for hiking, and 
in the dam reservoir, there are boating facilities. 
Its location amidst mountains and vast expanse of 
water makes it a great place for a picnic, camping 
and nature walk.

Murshidabad It was the last capital city of 

Independent Bengal before the British took 
over the region. Murshidabad served as the 
capital of Bengal from 1717 AD to 1773 
AD when the East India Company decided 
to shift the capital to Calcutta. The famous 
Battle of Plassey was fought in 1757 in a 
place called Palashi, 40 km from Murshi-
dabad. The city is therefore a storehouse of 
history and historical architecture. It is also 
known for its silk and handicrafts. The main 
landmark here is the Hazarduari Palace, the 
palace of the last independent Bengal ruler 
Siraj-Ud-Daulah which was built in Italian 
style in 1837 for Nazim Humayun Jah. It is 
famous for its thousand doors, although 
only 900 are real and rest are fake. Today it 
has been turned into a museum displaying 
many things including weapons with which 
the perilous Battle of Plassey was fought. 
The Nizamat Imambara located close to the 
palace was built in 1847 and is said to be 
the largest imambara in India. In front of the 
Imambara lies a canon known as Baccha-
wali Tope and Siraj’s Madina. It is said that 
Bacchawali tope was fired only once. The 
reverberant sound travelled a distance of 10 
miles causing a loss in pregnancy to many 
women. Futi Masjid built by Sarfaraj Kha in 
a single night, Katara Masjid with the grave 
of Murshid Quli Khan outside the mosque 
because he wished that people would 
walk over his grave so that his sins could 
be forgiven, Jahankosh Canon brought by 
Murshid Quli Khan while transferring his 
capital from Dhaka to Murshidabad, Nasipur 
Palace, Khosh Bagh, Motijheel, Kathgola 
bagan, Jagat Seth’s Palace and Ajimunnesa’s 
Samadhi are the other places to check out. 

Murugama This tribal village located on 
the shores of a dam reservoir is surrounded 
by the Kenkechi Hills and Ajodhya Hills. 
Trekking, nature walks, birdwatching and 
animal sighting are the activities one can 
take part in here, apart from enjoying the 
local tribal culture. The best time to visit 
here is the winter season.

Nabadwip Situated in the Nadia district, 
this place is the birthplace of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, a 15th and 16th century saint 

from Bengal. Founded way back in 1063 
AD, it was once the capital of the Sena Dy-
nasty and a centre of learning in medieval 
India. It is known for its traditional Sanskrit 
schools. The Gaur Purnima, Dol Yatra and 
Rasa Purnima are famous festivals here 
during which pilgrims throng this place.

Neora Valley Located in the Kalim-
pong District, the Neora Valley National 
Park, that spreads over an area of 88 sq 
km, is rich in biodiversity. The rugged 
mountainous forest is brimming with 
wildlife and is the natural habitat of the 
red panda. The other mammals found 
in this forest are leopard, various species 
of civets, barking deer, black bear, sloth 
bear, golden cat, wild boar, leopard cats, 
clouded leopards, goral, serow, sambar 
and Himalayan flying squirrel. The park is 
also rich in avifauna, and especially during 
winter it is a birders’ paradise. The rare 
combination of hill and forest makes it 
all the more special. It lies on the foothills 
of the hills of Bhutan, Nepal and India 
and varies in altitude between 1000 and 
3,600 metres, the topmost point being at 
Rachela Danda, at the border of Sikkim 
and Bhutan. Thick forest of ferns, oak and 
sal trees, dense bamboo groves, colourful 
rhododendron and orchids, lush green val-
ley, meandering rivers and streams, zigzag-
ging roads, snow-capped mountains in the 
backdrop form a picturesque landscape. 
The thick growth of flora in the hilly terrain 
inside the park makes it difficult for even 
sunlight to penetrate, thus making it dark, 
damp and cold all throughout the year. 
For the same reason, a large area of the 
national park remains still inaccessible and 
this makes it a sought-after destination for 
trekkers and adventure seekers. Trekking 
in the virgin forests of Neora Valley is 
quite an experience. The tiredness of steep 
climbs and descends weans away by the 
sounds of birds and beautiful landscape. 

Paren It is a heaven for nature lovers. A 
hill station with an elevation of 6,200 ft, 
it is surrounded by lush green forest of 
conifer and pine trees. Located close to the 



of colour, light, motion, music and water acrobatics and is definitely a 
MUST SEE attraction of Barcelona.
The Fountain of Wealth, Suntec City, Singapore 
 
This is the world’s largest fountain as per the Guinness Book of World 
Records (inscribed in 1998). Located outside the Suntec City shopping 
mall in Singapore, this fountain covers an area of about 1,700 sq.m. 
and reaches a height of 13.8 meters (45 feet). In the evenings there is 
a laser performance that includes personalized messages displayed in 
the water screen in the middle of the cascading water.

The fountain was built in 1995 as a symbol of wealth and life based on 
the Hindu Mandala, meaning the universe. This represents the unity, 
spirit, equality and harmony of the four different races that make up 
the population of Singapore. The fountain of bronze structure has a 
circumference of 66 meters and is supported on four large slanted 
columns. At certain times of the day the fountain is switched off and 
one can walk under the main structure around a smaller fountain in 

the centre. It is said that if you circle the smaller fountain 3 times and 
touch its water, you receive good luck.
Trevi Fountain, Rome, Italy
 
At 86 feet high and 162 feet wide, the Trevi Fountain is one of the 
tallest water fountains in the world. The fountain was designed by 
arcitect Nicola Salvi and completed by Guiseppe Pannini, Alessan-
dro Galilei and many other architects. It is one of the biggest tourist 
attractions of Rome. In this iconic Baroque style fountain located in 
Piazza di Trevi in the Trevi district of Rome, the sculpture of the Sea 
God Oceanus is the central figure and the water cascades below him 
and empties into a large basin. Built in 1762 AD, the Trevi Fountain is 
also one of the oldest fountains in the world, but is still fully func-
tional even after more than 250 years. The fountain has famously 
featured in many films including Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita and 
the Three Coins in the Fountain. There are a lot of superstitions as-
sociated with tossing coins into the fountain and this has resulted in 

an estimated 3,000 euros a day in coins being tossed into the fountain 
every day even now. 
The Buckingham Fountain, Chicago, United States
 
Another beautiful, and one of the world’s largest fountains, this one 
is situated in the centre of Grant Park in Chicago in the United States. 
Opened in the year 1927, this fountain is not to be linked with the 
more famous palace of the same name were the British monarch 
resides. The name of the fountain comes from philanthropist Kate S. 
Buckingham who dedicated it to her brother and is hence, also known 
as the Clarence Buckingham Memorial Fountain. Built in the impressive 
rococo wedding cake style design, this fountain is said to be inspired 
by the the Bassin De Latone fountain at the Palace of Versailles in 
France. This fountain features 134 water jets that can shoot water 
to a height of more than 150 feet. There is a major water display for 
20 minutes every hour for visitors. An incredible piece of information 
about it is that in a single minute the fountain sprays out more than 
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Indo-Bhutan border in Dooars region, it is 
a newfound getaway for city dwellers. The 
forests are home to many Himalayan birds 
and there are many trekking routes nearby.

Patlakhawa After Jaldapara and Goru-
mara, Patlakhawa forest has been made 
the third home of the one-horned rhinos of 
the Dooars region of West Bengal. 3 rhinos 
from Jaldapara are set to be relocated here.

Pedong Pedong is a town in Kalimpong 
on the way to Lava. It is located on a ridge 
with a splendid panoramic view of Mt. 
Kanchenjunga and Himalayan mountains. 
Pedong lies on the historic Silk Road that 
connects India to Lhasa via Jelep-la Pass.

Raimatang Located within the lush 
green forests of the Buxa Tiger Reserve, 45 
km from Alipurduar, Raimatang is a quaint 
forest village. The scenic beauty here com-
prises of the Raimatang river, dense forests 
and surrounding hills. It is also blessed with 
unique flora and fauna.

Rishyap Rishyap or Rishop is a hill station 
in Kalimpong district that is well known for 
views of the Kanchenjunga. It is home to 
local Sherpa and Lepcha tribes. 1 km from 
Rishop is Tiffindara, a sunrise-viewing spot.

Sagardweep Also known as Ganga 
Sagar or Sagar Island, this island is a part 
of the Sundarbans, but popular in its own 
right. It is situated at the confluence of the 
Ganges and the Bay of Bengal. It is the  ven-
ue of the annual Ganga Sagar Mela held on 
Makar Sankranti day (14th January) when 
lakhs of Hindu pilgrims come here to take 
a holy dip in the Ganges at the break of 
dawn. The beach is at the tip of the island. 
For the spiritual, Kapil Muni Temple and 
Onkarnath Temple will be of importance. 
Sagar Lighthouse and Bharat Seva Ashram 
are other places to visit. The island is about 
100 km from Kolkata and can be reached 
by a combination of road and ferry trip. It is 
also a beach destination. 

Samsing Located at a distance of about 
80 km from Siliguri, Samsing is a pictur-
esque place. It has an elevation of 3,000 ft 
and is a nature lover’s paradise. The road to 
Samsing presents views of beautiful tea gar-
dens. At Samsing, one witnesses the road 
suddenly starting to rise and eventually get 
merged with the mighty Himalayas. Lush 
green landscape, tea gardens and foggy 
weather makes it a dream getaway for city 

dwellers. One can see orange orchards and 
cardamom plantations here. It is also the 
place to see the spectacular view of River 
Murti. The Rocky Island, an eco-resort, 
lies very close to Samsing and even if you 
are not staying at this resort, you can well 
spend some hours enjoying the natural 
bliss here. Trekking among orange, tea and 
cardamom plantations from Samsing to 
Suntaleykhola is charming. 

Sandakphu Set at an elevation of about 
11,930 ft, Sandakphu is located 650 kms 
from Kolkata. It is the highest point of Sin-
galila range in Darjeeling on the border of 
Nepal and West Bengal. This destination is 
mainly popular with trekkers, mountaineers 
and ski enthusiasts. Being the highest point 
in the entire state, the place also provides 
view of four of the highest peaks of the 
world, viz., the Mount Everest, Kanchen-
junga, Makalu and Lhotse. 

Serampore 32 km north of Kolkata, 
the first port on the opposite bank of River 
Hooghly is the town of Serampore. It pre-
dates urban Kolkata and was founded as a 
trading outpost by Danish Asiatic Company 
in 1755. Under the Danish rule (1755 – 
1845) it was known as Frederiksnagore in 
honour of King Frederick V of Denmark. It 
was once well known for its advanced edu-
cation system. It had Bengal’s first College 
University and the first Bengali newspaper. 
Remnants of the former Danish colony in 
Serampore are the St. Olav’s Church, the 
main gate, Serampore College, a jail, Bap-
tist Mission Church, Henry Martin’s Pagoda, 
Danish cemetery and residence of William 
Carrey. There is a small triangular park in 
front St. Olav’s Church that houses 15 Dan-
ish cannons accumulated from their original 
positions in various locations of Serampore. 
The erstwhile grand residence of the Danish 
Governor crowned with the monogram of 
the Danish king is located near the church. 

Shankarpur 14 kms to the east of 
Digha and about 185 kms from Kolkata, 
Shankarpur is a virgin beach town and 
offers an isolated beach experience. Local 
fishing boats dotting the coastline and the 
morning sun reflecting on the calm waves 
make for excellent photographic opportuni-
ties. After a pleasant sunrise, the fishermen 
can be seen hauling their nets out of the 
sea filled with fish! Fringed by casuarina 
and eucalyptus trees, the secluded beach is 
a welcome relief from the teeming crowds 
of Digha. Friendly villagers are often seen 

selling beautiful trinkets made of sea-shells at sur-
prisingly cheap rates. Locals claim the beach is safe 
yet it wouldn’t hurt to keep as close to the shore as 



15,000 gallons of water. The fountain is a thing to behold between 8 
in the morning and 11 at night.
Friendship of Nations Fountain, Moscow, Russia
 
In a city of extraordinary structures and tourist attractions, one of the 
most stunning landmarks is the Friendship of Nations Fountain that 
displays 16 bronze and gold-plated statutes of women that represent 
the 15 former member nations of the of erstwhile Soviet Union, viz., 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Armenia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Moldova, 
Georgia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kirghizstan, Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan. The 16th statue represents Karelia or the Karelo-
Finnish SSR which existed as independent nation from 1940 until it 
was incorporated back into Russia in 1956. The fountain represents 
the national identity of all these former SSRs to the Soviet people and 
the world. The majestic fountain is located in the plaza within the 
larger All-Russian Exhibition Centre. There are a total of 800 water 
jets. The statues representing each former SSR is adorned in the 

national costume of their country. This is one of the top attractions in 
the Russian capital.
Bellagio Fountains, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA
 
This fountain located in Las Vegas is one of the tallest fountains in the 
world and also one of the world’s first luxury fountain to be ever built. 
When opened in 1998, it was also the largest fountain in the world. 
Located on the Las Vegas casino’s 8-acre lake in front of the Bellagio 
Hotel, this beautifully choreographed fountain entertains people with 
spectacular performance all round the year. The light, music and colour 
show brings in front of the visitors a never-to-be-forgotten experience 
every 15 to 30 minutes. The colours also change depending on the 
day, holiday or event. The show timings are from 3 in the afternoon till 
midnight every day. The fountain that can shoot water to the height 
of a 24-story building (460 ft) comprises of 1,214 water jets, 8,000 
meters of pipe and 4,500 lights. The amount of water in the air at 
any moment when the fountain is operating is 77,284 liters (20,416 

gallons). The fountain was famously shown in the ollywood movie 
Ocean’s Eleven. 
Palace of Versailles, Versailles, France
 
Fountains are an important part of French gardens, and Versailles is 
no exception. The opulent palace complex spread across 2,000 acres 
boasts a number of 17th century fountains, located in the Petit Parc, 
and these include the Flora Fountain, the Ceres Fountain, the Bacchus 
Fountain, the Saturn Fountain, the Fountains of the Fight of Animals, 
Dragon Fountain, Neptune Fountain, Latona’s Fountain and Apollo’s 
Fountain. In the 17th century the knowledge of hydraulics had not 
developed much and hence bringing water to the Palace of Versailles 
was a big challenge. Louis XIV’s desire to have the many fountains 
therefore led to the development of hydraulic science. He had a host 
of pumps, aqueducts, reservoirs and artificial lakes created to provide 
water to the fountains. Inspired by The Metamorphoses by Ovide, 
the spectacular Latona’s fountain illustrates the story of Latona, the 
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Shantiniketan was envisioned by our very 
own poet Rabindranath Tagore. The place 
exudes a certain subtlety and charm that 
cannot be defined by words. Located not 
very far from Kolkata, it boasts the world-
famous Viswa Bharati University, where 
thousands come to study every year from all 
across the globe. The place, originally called 
Bhubandanga, was gifted to the Tagores by 
one Sinha family. Tagore’s father, Maharshi 
Debendranath, impressed by the serenity of 
the place, named it Shantiniketan, meaning 
abode (niketan) of peace (shanti). Two of 
the biggest festivals held here are Boshonto 
Utshob (on the festive occasion of Holi) and 
the Poush Mela, held in the last week of 
December. For those who enjoy festivities 
and cultural programmes, both these times 
are ideal for visiting, if one does not mind 
the crowd. During the rest of the year, se-
renity prevails. Apart from places associated 
with Tagore, one may also visit Kankalitala, 
a sacred Saktipeeth, located on the bank of 
the river Kopai and the deer park.

Siliguri Siliguri is a city which spans be-
tween Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri. It is located 
on the banks of the Mahananda River 
in the foothills of the Himalayas. It has a 
large population of Tibetans and a notable 
number of Bhutanese permanently settled. 
It is the 3rd largest city in West Bengal and 
the largest city of the Dooars area. Located 
in districts of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri it is 
regarded as the gateway to northeast India 
and to rest of Dooars and north Bengal. It 
is a picturesque town on the foothills of the 
Himalayas and together with its twin city 
Jalpaiguri (which is a major railway junction) 
that lies 35 km away, it forms a major me-
tropolis of this part of India. For visit to any 
place in Dooars Siliguri is the starting point.

Sonajhuri Close to Shantiniketan is a 
tribal village that has attracted the attention 
of tourists in recent years. Located amidst 
the serenity of Sonajhuri trees this tribal 
village is known for a weekly market where 
local handicrafts, jewelries and handloom 
items are sold. Colourfully attired tribal 
men and women gather at this place, in the 
shade of the sonajhuri trees, and perform 
rhythmic tribal dances which are a treat for 
sore eyes. Urban dwellers visiting here often 
join in their celebration in an attempt to 
rejuvenate themselves. One also can enjoy 
songs of folk singers of Bengal here. There 
are eateries to please your taste buds too.

Sundarban Where the land meets the 

sea at the southern tip of West Bengal, lies 
the Indian heritage jungle, the Sundarbans, 
a stretch of impenetrable mangrove forest 
of great size and bio-diversity. A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, the Sundarbans is a 
vast area covering approximately 1,330 
square km in India alone while a much 
larger area lies in Bangladesh. The Indian 
Sundarbans forms the largest Tiger Reserve 
and National Park in the country. A paradise 
for birdwatchers, one can sight here rarities 
like the Masked Finfoot, Mangrove Pitta and 
Mangrove Whistler. Sundarbans is named 
after the Sundari trees found here in large 
numbers. The Sundarbans are a part of the 
world’s largest delta formed by the mighty 
rivers the Ganges, the Brahmaputra and the 
Meghna. It is criss-crossed by hundreds of 
creeks and tributaries. It is home to more 
than 250 tigers. Among other species found 
here are crocodiles, monitor lizards, spotted 
deer, many varieties of birds, tortoises and 
reptiles. Sajnekhali, Sudhanyakhali, Do-
banki, Netidhopani, Burirdabri, Kumarmari 
and Jhingakhali are the main watchtowers 
at the Sundarbans. At Sajnekhali, there is 
also a mangrove interpretation center which 
throws light on the flora, fauna and the 
village life of the Sundarbans. There are nu-
merous rivers, rivulets and canals in Sundar-
ban and innumerable islands of all sizes and 
shapes. The mangrove forests are spread 
across the banks of tidal estuarine rivers like 
Muriganga, Saptamukhi, Thakuran, Matla, 
Vidya, Gonna, Jhilla, Raimangal and Harinb-
hanga in Sundarban. 

Suntaley Khola Five kilometers away 
from Samsing lies Suntaley Khola, named 
after a stream of the same name. Here the 
road ends close to the stream. From here 
one can have views of the Bhutan hills and 
the Jelepla Pass between India and Tibet. It 
is known for its orange orchards. This place 
also offers accommodation owned by the 
WBFDC where tourists can spend the night. 
For reaching this resort, one has to pass 
through a small hanging metal net bridge, 
which again, is a big attraction. 

Susunia Susunia in Bankura district has a 
number of hills that are good for rock climb-
ing; so the place is popular with adventure 
lovers. There is also a gigantic waterfall here 
which adds to the beauty of the place.

Tajpur A beautiful beach with hardly 
any crowd, Tajpur is a good option for a 
day-trip from Digha. The undulating terrain 
and seclusion offered by the scenic beach 

possible as there are no lifeguards here. 

Shantiniketan A small town in Bolpur, 



Tony Giles is a 43-year-old 
English guy who is 100 percent 
blind and 80 percent deaf, and 
yet he has already visited 128 
countries. And not just that, he 
has also tried extreme adven-
tures, from bungee jumping to 
surfing. For him, travel and life 
are so much interlinked, and he 
travels, not just for the fun of it, 
or to ‘see’ the world, but also to 
discover more and more about 
himself. Tony’s Greek partner 
Tatiana often accompanies him 
on his tours.

So while most blind people 
would spend most of their lives 
in one city, Tony has made it a 
mission of his life to travel, and 
although he cannot see places, 
he can use all the other senses. 
With a hearing aid, Tony is able 

to hear normally too. 

Tony is not blind by birth, 
although born with defect in 
his vision. As a child, he could 
see black letters on white 
paper if those letters were 4 
to 5 centimetres big. He also 
went to school and started his 
primary education before he 
completely lost his sight at the 
age of 10. He not only com-
pleted his primary school in a 
school for blind children, he 
even took up American studies 
at the university in Northamp-
ton and later moved to the 
USA for higher studies. That’s 
when he began travelling more 
and more around the world 
and travelled almost non-stop 
for six to seven years. How-
ever, for a brief period after he 

received a kidney transplant 
13 years ago, he had taken 
a break from travel. By that 
time, he had already set his 
foot on 50 countries. As soon 
as he was fit enough to fly, he 
started travelling again. 

Tony says that blind people 
must have enormous trust on 
fellow human beings. He needs 
help crossing roads, in ordering 
food, in finding seat on a bus, 
and even during withdrawing 
money. While withdrawing 
money you actually have to 
hand over your Bank card and 
the pass code to a stranger. 
But Tony says except for one 
stray incident in Senegal when 
it came close to that, he has 
never actually experienced 
someone running away with 

his card and money. Tony opines 
that although trusting strangers 
may seem naïve, when you really 
do that, you often end up mak-
ing new friends and have unex-
pected experiences. This is also 
a chance for the other person 
with vision to gain insight into 
the life of a blind person, which 
helps him be little less prejudiced 
towards disabled people.

Human beings use all their sens-
es and a combined response of 
all of our senses helps create a 
more holistic picture of what we 
are experiencing. For people like 
Tony, the sense of vision is miss-
ing, so when he walks around in 
a new place, he especially uses 
his sense of hearing and touch 
to sense the surroundings, while 
we normally use our sight. 

Voskresenskiy Fountain, Moscow, Russia 

There are many beautiful fountains across Moscow, which decorate 
various squares. Centuries back however, they provided drinking water 
to the Muscovites. The Voskresenskiy Fountain, also known as the Four 
Horses Fountain, is located outside the underground shopping mall and 
is a more recent addition. This point marks the end of the underground 
Neglinka River which is a tributary of the Moskva River. This fountain 
created by Russian-Georgian sculptor Zurab Tsereteli was installed here 
in 1996.  It is composed of the bronze sculpture of four horses that are 
galloping in the centre of a fountain basin and spraying water in the 
process. There are other smaller sculptures around. The bronze sculp-
ture is said to signify the four seasons. Behind the horse sculptures 
there are fun water arches under which there is a walkway through 
which one can take a walk. The fountain is located near the entrance 
to the Alexander Garden near the iconic Kremlin area in Moscow. The 
sculpture of the horses is exceptionally beautiful and even when the 
fountain is not operational it attracts attention of the passers-by. 

Neptunebrunnen, Berlin, Germany

This iconic fountain is located in between the St. Mary’s Church and 
the Rotes Rathaus near the Berliner Dom or the Berlin Cathedral. 
It was originally located at the Schlossplatz but was removed from 
there in 1951. After restoration it was moved to its current location in 
1969. The fountain is 18 metres in diameter and 10 metres in height. 
Neptunbrunnen, literally meaning Neptune Fountain, was designed 
by Reinhold Begas in Baroque Revival style. Dedicated to the Roman 
god Neptune, this fountain was built in the year 1891. There is the 
statue of Neptune in the center. There are statues of four women 
around him that represent the four main rivers of Prussia of that time: 
the Elbe (with the figure holding fruits and ears of corn), Rhine (with 
the figure holding fishnet and grapes), Vistula (with the figure holding 
wooden blocks, symbols of forestry), and Oder or Odra (with the fig-
ure holding goats and animal skins). The statue is also surrounded by 
various aquatic creatures, viz., a turtle, a snake, a seal and a crocodile.

Fontaine des Mers, Paris, France

Fontaines de la Concorde are a group of two iconic early 19th century 
fountains designed by Jacques Ignace Hittorff located in the Place de la 
Concorde in the very heart of Paris. One of these fountains commemo-
rates the maritime commerce of France, and the other commemorates 
navigation and commerce on the rivers of France. These are named the 
Fontaine des Mers and the Fontaine des Fleuves. Both are identical in de-
sign. The structure is made from cast iron and sculptures are in bronze. 
The fountains are inspired by those of St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Nearby 
one also finds an iconic obelisk. Before the French Revolution of the 18th 
century architect Jacques-Ange Gabriel designed a plan for a monumen-
tal statue of Louis XV with two fountains but the plan was never carried 
out. During the French Revolution, the square was named as the Place 
de la Revolution and the guillotine was placed here. Many people were 
including King Louis XVI were beheaded here. Roughly at the same place 
as the guillotine, the fountains are now located. 
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is gradually gaining popularity among 
weekenders. The accommodations in the 
area are located far inland and the absence 
of vendors ensures the tranquility of the 
area is maintained. Not privileged by street 
lighting, Tajpur, after sunset, has its own 
sights and sounds. Plunged into darkness 
except for the lights glimmering out of 
hotels, the place assumes a somber yet 
pleasant mood. The continuous chirping of 
the cicadas fill the air. 

Takdah Takdah, a small and picturesque 
mountain village is known for its great her-
itage, nature’s bounty and superb weather. 
It is located about 27 km from Darjeeling. 
Its attractions include a 150-years-old 
heritage British bungalow, other British 
architectures, tea gardens (including the 
famous Runglee Rungliot Tea Estate), 
green landscapes, cedar forest, Dechhen 
Pema Tshoiling Monastery and the Orchid 
centre. There are some sacred caves near 
the monastery. There are many activities 
to engage in while in Takdah, and that 
includes nature walks, visiting the orchid 
center, hiking and trekking.

Taki Of late, Taki has become very popular 
as a picnic destination for Kolkata-dwellers. 
Located on the banks of the Ichamati River 
a very short drive away from the city, Taki 
is surrounded by greenery. One of the 
biggest attractions of this place is the fact 
that Bangladesh lies just across the river. 
Nearby one can visit the Machranga Island 
and Golpata Forest. However, since this is 
a border town, one must carry a valid gov-
ernment ID for the Border Security Force 
(BSF) to check before giving entry permit.

Tangta Tangta is a picturesque hamlet 
situated close to the Neora Valley National 
Park at an elevation of 4,300 feet. One can 
see cardamom plantations here. Tangta is a 
very popular destination with trekkers. 

Tilaboni Tilaboni is a rock-climbing des-
tination in Purulia district which is gaining 
popularity with time and is being visited by 
numerous adventure enthusiasts from dif-
ferent areas. There are rocks for everyone 
- both beginners and the most seasoned of 
rock climbers can venture out at Tilaboni.

Todey Lying at the periphery of the Neora 
Valley NP, at an elevation of 4,300 ft, 
Todey is a newfound jewel in the Dooars 
region. Tourism is just beginning to catch 
up here. This picturesque hamlet at the 
Indo-Bhutan border is known for carda-

mom plantations and is the ideal place 
for tourists who want to run away from 
the humdrums of city life. The lush green 
landscape, plantations and forests and the 
utter lack of touristy activities increases the 
charm of this place. 

Tonglu Tonglu Peak, one of the higher 
peaks of the Singalila National Park near 
the Indo-Nepal border is home to a small 
community. It is the place where you find 
colourful orchids and a garden full of varie-
ties of Rhododendron. One can even get 
a view of the picturesque Kanchenjungha 
from here. To reach this place one needs to 
hire a vehicle from New Jalpaiguri Railway 
station or from Bagdogra Airport.

Totopara While visiting the Dooars 
region, one must make it a point to come 
to Totopara, situated 30 km from Jaldapara 
National Park beside the Torsha River. Here 
one can meet the original forest people of 
the region, the primitive Toto tribe. Still un-
touched by the civilization, the vulnerable 
tribe is getting smaller in size with time.

Tinchuley Located at an altitude of 
5,800ft, 32 km from Darjeeling, it is a tiny 
and quaint Himalayan village. On a clear 
day, it offers a breath-taking view of Mt. 
Kanchenjunga. At Tinchuley one gets to 
see rolling hills covered by tea gardens with 
snow-covered Himalayan peaks at the back-
ground. It is an offbeat destination but has 
become quite popular in the recent years 
as many homestays have come up that give 
visitors the flavour of community tourism. 

Udaipur Situated on the Bengal-Odisha 
border, this is a comparatively new beach 
that has been developed recently. This 
virgin beach surrounded by casuarina trees 
lies between Digha in Bengal and Talsari 
in Odisha. Although only 2 km away from 
Digha, the seclusion and serenity of the 
beach makes it appear like miles away from 
the hustle and bustle of the crowded Digha 
beach. There is a host of water sports like 
banana boat and speed boats. There are 
a number of makeshift stalls on the beach 
where fresh fish are cooked and sold.

Apart from the above 101, the following 
are some lesser-known hill stations and 
tea gardens in North Bengal that one may 
visit in West Bengal: Chuikhim, Rangaroon, 
Nimbong, Bijanbari, Bidyang, Bunku-
lung, Tarkhola, Lingsey, Kumai, Rangbull, 
Delo, Pedong, Sillery, Reshikhola, Aritar, 
Mankhim and Rikisum.



Tony loves waterfalls and has visited the four largest waterfalls in the 
world: Iguazu in Argentina and Brazil, Angel Falls in Venezuela, Niagara 
Falls between the USA and Canada and Victoria Falls between Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. He says that standing at the foot or above a roaring wa-
terfall and feeling the water on your face is the best thing he knows. The 
energy is enormous, and you can really sense the forces of nature when 
all the senses are stimulated, thinks Tony Giles.

Interestingly Tony hasn’t set himself the target of visiting all countries of 
the world, but he may well become the first blind person to do so. And 
what an achievement would that be! As of now, he plans to visit the 60 
largest uninhabited islands in Denmark and in Greece.

Tony Giles hopes to inspire people with disabilities to do things that may 
seem unmanageable. For a blind person, even making a cup of coffee or 
going shopping can be a big challenge. So, he thinks if he can motivate 
them by showing that they can do much beyond they can think, it would 
give him a great satisfaction. Tony believes that most things are possible 
if you believe in yourself.

The following is an article Tony wrote for Touriosity vividly depicting his 
trip to Japan. The article beautifully captures is elation at being at the 
technologically developed country, and at the same time it also reflects 
on the difficulties blind travellers like them may face at a place that 
hardly speaks their language.

I’m Tony Giles, 43 years old and from Southwest England. I’ve been trav-
elling the world alone for over 22 years, despite being totally blind and 
partially deaf in both ears.

Cover: Feeding an elephant at the ElephantCafe, Livingstone, Zambia;

1. Standing in front of an altar inside Sri Veeramakaliamman temple, Singapore;

2. Tony in a small boat in floating market in Kalimantan, Indonesia;

3. Tony in a food shop in Singapore sniffing a sack of spice;

4. Tony holding a 1.5 metre python in El Valle de Anton in Panama;

5. Standing beside the Niger River in Bamako, Mali;

6. Tony and his girlfriend Tatiana in front of Kaminarimon Gate in Tokyo, Japan;

7. Near Salto Hacha waterfall, Canaima National Park in Venezuela;

8. Tony on Victoria Falls Bridge on the Zambia - Zimbabwe border;

9. Near a monument outside the governors palace in Boa Vista;

10. Tony at the Monument of the Pioneers, Boa Vista, Brazil.
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commodation by asking several different people and showing them the 
address of where we were staying. It worked.

We also discovered the remarkable Japanese toilets and all their com-
plicated buttons! The only downside in Japan was that whilst we found 
people very kind, polite and helpful, we feel like we didn’t really make any 
friends. We found people to be shy and quiet. I don’t know if this was 
because of the language barrier or due to the completely different culture.

Indonesia was brilliant. I spent two months there alone in 2015, island 
hopping, island flying I should rather say. It was a great experience, with 
friendly people and delicious food. (Well, apart from the fruit Durian, 
which stinks disgustingly, the flesh tastes ok though!) I loved the culture; 
the monuments in Jakarta, Indonesia’s sprawling and noisy capital, the 
many fascinating Buddhist temples of Bali (I avoided the beaches, too 
touristy for me). I Found each island different. Ambon was very Christian 
and had old Dutch forts, whereas Ternate was mainly occupied by people 
of Muslim beliefs, mountainous and volcanic, yet both islands had plenty 
of history and charming, kind people. I was hosted by lovely families and 
people everywhere I went were good. I even got to visit the famous Ko-
modo Dragons off Flores Island – my favourite of the islands I visited.

Jayapura, capital of Papua, on the west side of the island of New Guinea, 
whilst hot, was nice. Here I had my first experience of wonderful Indo-
nesian hospitality. I stayed with a great guy named Indra and his sister. 
He whizzed me to different places on his motorbike. His good friend, 
Raymond flew me up to the high mountains, to Wamena in Dalien Valley. 
There I visited traditional villages, where people danced semi-naked for 
me.

I only experienced Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore briefly, but 
each country was fascinating in their own way.
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Attempting to cross a busy road in Vietnam with 5,000 bicycles all moving at once was a challenge! 
A fellow traveller told me to go with the flow and move with the traffic and, eventually, a gap 
would open up and we’d be able to walk through. The trick is not to stop! I found the idea of an 
entire family travelling on one small bicycle or moped, ingenious! What fun that must be! Indeed, I 
rode on many a fast moped myself, being driven around smelly Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam’s largest city, 
on several city tours. The honking of horns, the towers of rubbish, the smell emanating off the Sai-
gon River, combined with the crazy traffic made for a vivid picture in my mind. Bangkok, Thailand, 
was somewhat similar, but was made even more complicated with its open drains, broken sidewalks 
and bridges. Getting around this chaotic and pulsating city blind was a huge challenge and near im-
possible without company. Luckily, I met several friendly travellers in the hostel I stayed. They walked 
the streets with me, described the colourful temples and markets. And, at one point, even stopped a 
river boat for me so I could jump aboard and experience a little of Bangkok by boat.

Turkey I’ve experienced on many occasions. I love Istanbul with its wealth of fascinating mosques, 
palaces, museums and markets. I love simply walking about and hearing the city talk all around me. 

I enjoy lounging in a Turkish café, sitting 
on a comfy pillow, sipping those small 
hot glasses of tea and hearing the world 
go by. A great way of travelling! Turk-
ish people are very charming. Everyone 
should experience Turkey once.

1. Sand Boarding in Cerro Negro volcano in 

Nicaragua;

2. Bungee jumping off the Transporter Bridge 

in Middlesbrough, UK;

3. Feeding an elephant in Livingstone, Zambia;

4. Sliding down the sand dunes on a 

deathslide in Natale, north-east Brazil;

5. Handgliding in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;

6. Riding a horse on Ometepe Island, Nicaragua;

7. Tony in a Sand Buggy in Natale, Brazil;

8. Sliding along a zip wire to a bungee jump 

platform in San Gil, Colombia;

9. Tony in Zodiac boat, departing Ushuaia, 

Argentina, World’s southernmost city.

Also:

A photo of Tony Giles and the several books 

he has autored so far. These are all available 

for purchase at Amazon.
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This can be a great time to focus on a dream that you have and make it happen. You will experience love and have amazing relationships 
throughout the month. This is a new era for you and you couldn’t be happier. You keep looking toward the future as the month goes on. 

Places to visit: Yokohama – It is Japan’s second largest metropolis, and packs considerable appeal with its bayside location, eclectic 
architecture, microbreweries and tasty cuisine.

Ranikhet: Ranikhet resides at a comfortable height to admire the western peaks of the Himalayas. Amidst tall pine trees the hill station 
retains its peaceful ambience.

Favourable Dates: Nov 3, 6, 12, 15, 21, 24  Favourable Colours: Red & Yellow

This month could bring about a time for you to advancing your career or make more money. It is also a time for you to find new ways 
to build greater financial opportunities and financial connections. You feel more daring and focused on what you want, and willing 
to make it happen now. 

Places to visit: St. Lucia - Lush rainforests, majestic mountains and romantic resorts are all reasons to visit this Caribbean island.  A 
heaven for honeymooners

Masinagudi - It has its address in the foothills of the Nilgiri Mountains, which makes it completely adorned with alluring beauties of nature.

Favourable Dates: Nov 2, 7, 11, 16, 20, 25  Favourable Colours: Blue & White

You can be more ambitious and driven, want to make sure you’re going in the right direction, and can experience a high point of sorts 
in some part of life. You can work hard and smart for what you want, take on responsibility well, and have a more mature attitude. 

Places to visit: Banff, Alberta - From hiking and whitewater rafting to skiing and snowboarding, Banff offers travelers an abundance 
of year-round outdoor activities.

Mount Abu - With home to over 80 exquisitely carved temples, most striking of which are the Jain Temples at Delwara - some of 
which are built over a 1000 years ago,

Favourable Dates: Nov 1, 2, 10, 20, 28, 29   Favourable Colours: Blue & Yellow

You can think more long-term, and you can make plans that you know will continue your success. During this time you can benefit 
from connecting with others emotionally, opening yourself up to have better intimacy in your life, and strengthening the bonds you 
have with others. 

Places to visit:  Cape Town - Mountain’s flat-topped mass, with historic wine estates in every direction, hip markets selling the fruits of 
the Cape’s fertile terrain, and inventive restaurants winning global plaudits make it a worth visit town.

Auli - Auli in the remote sections of Uttarakhand  throws its captivating effect in both the major seasons of the year

Favourable Dates: Nov 1, 2, 10, 20, 28, 29  Favourable Colours: Blue & Yellow

You could advance your career during this period  but this is also a good time to make a positive first impression for a job interview or 
meeting. You find other people to be quite beneficial now, and they want to help you in any way. 

Places to visit: Ohrid, Macedonia - Ohrid enjoys a stunning position that is best viewed from a boat. From the water you’ll see the town’s 
terracotta roofs broken up by centuries-old church spires and overlooked by the turreted walls of Car Samoil’s Castle

Mahabaleshwar - The hill station of Mahabaleshwar offers a rejuvenating ambiance where you can savour charming views of nature 
at its blooming best.  

Favourable Dates: Nov 1, 5, 10, 14, 19, 23  Favourable Colours: White & Green

You can use this energy to have a new experience that opens your eyes and mind in a profound way, to explore new worlds and 
realms and pockets of your mind and soul, or to find your inner optimist. 

Places to visit: Jackson Hole, Wyoming -Tucked away less than 60 miles south of Yellowstone National Park, Jackson Hole sees an 
influx of winter travelers looking to hit the slopes at upscale ski resorts

Nainital - A perfect honeymoon spot in the Himalayan bounty, Nainital has a picture of forested valleys amidst which gently sails a 
beautiful lake.

Favourable Dates: Nov 2, 8, 11, 17, 20, 26  Favourable Colours: White & Blue
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This can be a good time to look for another job or get presented with new work opportunities. It can also be 
good for focusing on your health and improving your lifestyle. If in a relationship, you can make it fun, and 
inject some sparks into it. 

Places to visit: Merida, Mexico - On any given day you’ll find a dizzying array of live music, art shows and dance 
performances, and the booming culinary scene

Ooty - Activities here include visiting various sunset points, botanical gardens, tea plantations, lakes and various 
waterfalls. Doddabetta Peak, Tiger Hill and Ooty Lake are most popular attractions here.

Favourable Dates: Nov 4, 7, 13, 16, 22, 25  Favourable Colours: Red & Blue

You should be feeling youthful, energized and happy. Relationships will be magical and fun. The optimism you 
feel can help you in almost any venture you want to tackle. You can focus on your home and family life, spend-
ing more time with the people you see as family, and making the home you have as comfortable as possible. 

Places to visit: France - Visitors are attracted by historic cities, a beautiful countryside, the castles of the Loire 
Valley, and Brittany and Normandy. 

Munnar - Munnar is a heavenly tourist destination in Kerala, blessed with tranquility, a nice weather, various 
tourist attractions and splendid scenery.

Favourable Dates: Nov 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23  Favourable Colours: Green & Blue

You have energy for financial opportunities, and you can see more of them presented to you. You have better 
focus, and can stick with whatever you start. You enjoy getting in touch with your body, with nature, your 
senses, and stimulating your senses. 

Places to visit: Aailborg - The vibe in Aalborg in Denmark is laid back, informal and positive, reflecting the gen-
eral mood of the people of North Jutland. 

Kodailkanal - Slightly foggy and pleasant weather, meandering roads, lush forests and verdant hills of this hill 
town are some of the prime attraction of this hill retreat.

Favourable Dates: Nov 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23  Favourable Colours: Green & Blue

You want variety in life, and you can take on lots of little projects and social activities to keep yourself busy and 
your mind occupied. You can identify strongly with what you say, with your ideas, and your opinions. Reaching 
inside of yourself and pulling out your strength is necessary now.

Places to visit:  Madrid - Spain’s buzzing capital city offers grand architecture, lively public plazas, a thriving 
culinary scene, and legendary nightlife. 

Dharamshala - The place offers numerous possible hikes for the urban dwellers; giving first hand experiences of 
the blissful Himalayan nature.

Favourable Dates: Nov 4, 6, 13, 15, 22, 23  Favourable Colours: Green & Purple

You can benefit when you focus on your ideas and use your mind. You’re more positive and enthusiastic about 
life and you want to communicate openly and freely with everyone. 

Places to visit: Karelia – It is a republic in north-west Russia, is known as one the country’s most beautiful places. 
The nature here is breathtaking and more Finnish than Russian, with lakes, waterfalls and trees growing on 
giant rocks.

Kalimpong - The town is beautifully studded with colorful Buddhist monasteries, churches and temples which 
get adorned by the magical green engulfing the region.

Favourable Dates: Nov 2, 4, 11, 13, 21, 29  Favourable Colours: Green & Yellow

You can focus on your future dreams, and what you hope to do with your life. You can become more serious 
about your relationships with some loved ones, while you walk away from relationships with others, and be-
come more invested in some hobbies and give up others. 

Places to visit: Jakarta - Capital of the Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta is a huge, sprawling metropolis, home to 9 
million people with large variety of picturesque locations.

Panchmarhi - Tourism here mainly talks about rock paintings, pre-historic caves, lofty peaks, forest gorges and 
stunning waterfalls.

Favourable Dates: Nov 5, 7, 14, 16, 23, 30  Favourable Colors: White & Purple
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