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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Grete Howard, UK;
Will Palmer, UK;
Ei Kyawt Khaing, Myanmar;
Sayan Bhattacharya, Kolkata;
Amartya Mukherjee, Bangalore;
Anupam Chanda, Mumbai;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Dr Paritosh Nandi, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

Illustrations By: 
Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 
Aerial view of the Mortuary Temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut near the Valley of 
Kings, Egypt

Photo by: Grete Howard, UK

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

Aerial tourism has been popular, especially in some specific destinations 
around the world as also with photographers, for the last couple of dec-
ades. But the years 2020 and 2021 have seen exponential rise in the 
interest of people in aerial tourism. The reason, however, is easy to guess. 
In this issue of Touriosity, we have our focus on Aerial Tours. Various 
types of such tours involving different vehicles and aircrafts have been 
covered. All possible destinations in the 6 inhabited continents that one 
might put in the bucket list, have been included. There is also an Artist’s 
Impression article on Yazd, Iran. 
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Aerial Tourism involves great amount of risk. People 
with certain ailments like heart diseases, vertigo, spon-
dylitis, asthma etc. should not set off on such a tour 
without consulting a doctor first. Taking children along 
must also be avoided.  LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS. 
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To those who have spent hours playing with Google Earth, the allure of 

seeing things from above is not new. To them aerial tourism is definitely 

intriguing. For others the idea of aerial tourism appear a little bewilder-

ing. However, one must appreciate the fact that it is not possible to know 

a place completely until one has hovered above them.

The angle from which one looks at a place significantly influences the 

ultimate impression that one gains about it. So when you see a place 

from a bird’s eye angle, even familiar places look different, and mesmer-

izing to a large extent. This is exactly the reason why aerial tours became 

popular in the first place. Over the last few decades the popularity of 

aerial tourism has reached new heights. Today, the variety of destinations 

one can choose from ranges from world heritage places, ruins, different 

geographical terrains, mountains, forests, deserts, waterfalls, volcanoes 

and so on. Even aerial view of cities and popular tourist attractions has 

become popular in the last decade. The vastness of an attraction, its 

remoteness as well as the unique beauty of a bird’s eye view are reasons 

for which tour service providers often come up with options of aerial 

tours of a place. This, in turn has also helped the enthusiasm of travellers 

grow considerably.

When you are up above in the sky, below you are hereinbefore unseen 

views of the world, huge expanses of land, whether barren, desert-like, 

under thick vegetation, mountainous, volcanic or dotted with architec-

tural masterpieces or ruins thereof, or that of unending water bodies. 

The incredible view makes you realize what it is to be like a bird flying 

freely. The feeling is altogether different from that you have in any other 

type of tour. There’s an element of adventure, as also an otherworldly 

experience.

An innovative travel idea developed in the wake of the Covid-19 pan-

demic and the resultant total restriction on travel and social distancing was the scenic ‘flight to nowhere’. During the last two years of 

the pandemic, the popularity of aerial tourism has hugely gone up, which shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone. Travel enthusiasts all 

around the world were bored and frequent fliers like me, were terribly missing plane rides, if not anything else. People wanted to take 

flight trips for the sake of bringing normality in their lives, breaking the monotony and most importantly, to escape. Destination wasn’t 

really important, the need to break free WAS. So I wasn’t surprised when I read that the absurdly high priced tickets to these ‘flights to 

nowhere’ were sold out in within minutes of their announcement. 

For me, flying has always been more than just the travel from one destination to another. The rush to reach the airport in time, checking 

in, having a relaxed coffee and grilled sandwich at my favourite kiosk and then the actual travel from one place to another, all these are 

very much a part of life in its ‘normal’ version. Needless to mention, this travel solution was answering the psychological needs of people 

like me. The scenic view is a bonus!

This issue of TOURIOSITY focuses on aerial tourism. It elaborates to the readers the concept of aerial tourism in general and provides 

information about the various destinations where such tours are available. There are some interesting stories of aerial travel as well as 

a Photo Feature on aerial photography. Touriosity is thankful to its contributors for sharing their unusual experiences, wonderful stories 

and beautiful images. We hope our readers will enjoy reading the articles and looking at the images. Do send us your feedback at ttmag.

english@gmail.com

Happy flying!
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To make your reading through TOURIOSITY 
TRAVELMAG better, here’s presenting a quick 
glance at the various sections and features in 
the magazine.

DESTINATION
It introduces the readers to various destinations 
in India with an emphasis on at least one desti-

nation from each region. It provides an in-depth informa-
tion on the locations. In addition, there is also handy tour-
ist information to help our readers plan ahead of trips.

AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
A travelling artist makes it to faraway lands 
and brings memories in the form of impressive 

water colour paintings. This section is a visual treat and 
interesting to read at the same time. 

FEATURE
Here we bring to our readers an article based 
on the theme of the issue not necessarily focus-

sing on travelling or travel information. 

MEMOIRS OF A BACKPACKER
A new adventure every time in an entirely new 
place across the globe by a solo female back-

packer. We follow the locals she meets, the unusual things 
she comes across, the surprises she gets and the problems 
she faces in her journeys with a backpack across the world.

TRAVELOGUE
In this section we bring travel experiences of one of 
our readers from popular places around the world. 

PHOTO TRAVELOGUE
Here we bring to our readers a travelogue in 
photos.

GLOBETROTTER’S DIARY 
This section explores the world of a globetrot-
ter, whose passion is to travel, travel and travel 

more. It brings to readers unique facts and information 
from remote corners of the world. 

PHOTO FEATURE
In photo feature, we cover the theme of a particu-
lar issue in photographs from one of our readers. 

SNAPSHOT 
This section is an ideal one for quick browsing. 
It provides interesting information from across 

the globe with a focus on the theme of the issue.

AT A GLANCE 
A quick look at a destination. Here, we bring 
to our readers locations from the lesser beaten 

paths in otherwise popular touristy regions.

POINT OF VIEW
Here we bring to our readers useful articles 
with offbeat content. The idea is to give you 

the stimulus for thinking. It covers important issues that 
are in some way connected to travel and tourism.

ADVENTURE
We present here stories of unique adventures 
undertaken by our readers in some part of the 

world with a focus on the issue theme.

MOUNTAINEERING / TREKKING
This section focuses solely on trekking and 
mountaineering adventures across the world.

COUNTRYSCAPE / CITYSCAPE
Here we introduce a new country / city each 
time. We bring to our readers facts and photos 

of people, culture, locales, tourist places, food and tradi-
tions of a country / city. Our aim is to take our readers on 
a magical journey of an unseen land. 

4

Aerial Tourism around the World

There are many destinations around the 
world that are popular for the aerial 
tours they offer. The type of the aircraft 
varies from place to place for a variety 
of reasons including the difference in 

geographical terrain, the economic 
condition of the destination, the weather, 

duration of the trip, risk involved and so on. In 
this article Grete Howard writes about her experience of 

aerial tours, in various types of aircraft, in all the six inhab-
ited continents of the world over the last 3 decades. The 
accompanying photos make for a memorable visual treat.

15 Aerial tour destinations

This article provides the readers all 
the necessary information about 
available options for aerial tourism 
around the world. From aerial tours 
of deserts, balloon safari in the forests, 
float plane tours over the oceans to flying 
above the Mt. Everest in a light aircraft, the issue 
has all. It is also possible to have a bird’s eye view of 
many UNESCO World Heritage sites and other archi-
tectural, manmade and natural wonders of the world.
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Artist’s Impression of Yazd

This issue of Touriosity also contains 
an illustrative travelogue by Spanish 
Watercolour artist Joaquin Gonzalez 
Dorao, but as usual, it is not related 
to our central theme. This article is a 
pictorial narrative of his trip to Yazd 

in Iran. The vibrant brushstrokes of the 
artist are capable of transporting readers 

to this beautiful place at once.
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Aerial Photography

This Photo Feature by Sayan Bh-
attacharya presents some ex-
traordinary aerial clicks from 
exotic locations around the 
world. From islands and coastal 
towns to snow-covered peaks of 
mountain ranges, he has beautifully 
captured the aerial views of these desti-
nations in his camera. 
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Aerial tourism has become very popular in some tourist destinations across the world over the last few decades. De-
pending upon the particular geographical terrain of the place such tourism include touring over the mountains, the 
seas, the forests, the deserts as well as iconic architectural landmarks, world heritage sites and popular cities to give 
a bird’s eye view of the attractions to the tourists. To add to the variety on offer there are different ways of doing 
aerial tours in a variety of aircrafts, starting from hot air balloons and float planes to light air plane and airships like 
Zeppelin. In this article Grete Howard shares her experience with different kinds of aerial tours, in different types of 
aircrafts at various places across the six continents.  



9Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021

As a keen photographer, taking to the skies adds an extra dimen-
sion to my travel photography images. With that in mind, we have 
taken many pleasure flights over the years, in various types of crafts 
in different parts of the world. Here’s a short account of my aerial 
tours across the globe:

Hot Air Balloons
Ever since my very first flight in a hot air balloon in my home city of 
Bristol many years ago, I have been fascinated by them, and if ever 
there has been an opportunity to go up in one, we have taken it. 
Here, I will tell you about some of the more interesting flights we’ve 
had below.

The Arabian Desert, United Arab Emirates

In the early hours of the morning, we were taken from the hustle 
and bustle of the busy cosmopolitan city of Dubai and into the 
quiet dunes of the Arabian Desert. From here we glided quietly over 

1. Aerial view of camels in the Arabian Desert;

2. High above the Arabian Desert, a view of the skyline and another hot air 

balloon at a distance;

3. An aerial view of the dunes of the Arabian Desert;

4. Aerial view of temples of Bagan from a hot air balloon;

5. Silhouettes of the temples of Bagan and hot air balloons taken during a 

balloon ride;

6,7. An aerial view of the iconic limestone mountains of Vang Vieng in Laos 

on a misty morning.
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the sand as the sun came up over the distant mountains. The sunrise created 
some amazing shadows, not just on the dunes, but also from the camel train we 
encountered. It was indeed a very memorable ride.

Bagan, Myanmar

Bagan, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is a very ancient city in Myanmar. It is 
known for being home to thousands of Buddhist temples and pagodas. 

In Bagan, when we arrived at the launch site, we found the pilot was from our 
home city, and as the flight was not full, we managed to secure a free flight for 
our guide. He was over the moon about this, and as another keen photographer, 
he was excited, not only to photograph the stunning temple landscape at sunrise, 
but also to fly over his home village and wave to his very surprised friends and 
family from the air.

Vang Vieng, Laos

This was the first time we’d experienced a walk-in basket, making entry and exit 
so much easier. The flight itself was stunning – we left from the town in clear 
weather, but as we drifted towards the countryside, a low mist floated over the 
land, making for some stunning scenes as the treetops and mountains peeked up 
through the mist.

This caused a bit of a problem for the landing, of course, as the pilot couldn’t see 
the ground below. Eventually he managed to get a quick glimpse of a safe place 
to land the balloon. Expertly avoiding a tree, we touched down gently in a field, 
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ascending, rather it seems like the ground is 
descending.

The early part of the balloon flight was over 
the narrow green belt alongside the River 
Nile, with flat roofed houses and the desert 
beyond.

Seeing the famed and numerous historical 
sites from the air as the sun cast long shad-

1. Spectacular view of the Valley of Kings in Egypt 

from a hot air balloon;

2. A hot air balloon in flight over the Valley of 

Kings;

3. Aerial view of the Colossi of Memnon, the two 

massive stone statues of Pharaoh Amenhotep III 

who reigned over the area in the 14th century BC;

4. Aerial view of the Ramesseum, the mortuary 

temple of Pharaoh Ramesses II (13th century BC);

5. The endless plains of Masai Mara National Park 

from high up, with hardly any animals;

6. View of a herd of hartebeest at Masai Mara;

7. A chef on hand to cook the eggs;

8. The beautifully laid breakfast table was an 

impressive way to finish the tour.

much to the surprise of the lady working 
the land. She looked bemused and puz-
zled, pointing to the balloon and making 
gestures with her hands and shaking her 
head in disbelief.

The problems had only just begun, 
however. With the mist obscuring all sur-
rounding landmarks, we were effectively 
temporarily geographically misplaced. In 
other words, the back-up team had no 
idea where we were or how to find us. 
Even the pilot seemed unaware of our 
location and asked the farm worker if she 
would explain our position to the team 
via the walkie-talkie. This was a very new 
set up in Vang Vieng, and the pilot was 
Chinese. The woman only spoke the local 
language, and was extremely bemused by 
the walkie-talkie, which obviously was alien 
to her as the basked full of people she has 
just seen coming out of the sky. She was 
initially somewhat overwhelmed by the 
technology, but embraced it well and after 
much giggling, she was soon shouting her 

instructions to the rest of the balloon team.

Eventually, after nearly 3/4 hour, we heard 
shouting, and the helpers appeared from 
the bushes. The next problem, of course, 
was how the passengers would find their 
way back to the road and the vehicle. A 
trek through dense undergrowth and thick 
jungle ensued, wading knee-high across 
a river, before crossing paddy fields and 
paths. The thought did cross my mind that 
maybe, just possibly, it wasn’t such a great 
idea in an area littered with unexploded 
ordnance...?  But all is well that ends well, 
and it was all part of the adventure.

Valley of the Kings, Egypt

This hot air balloon flight was a surprise 
treat for my parents, much to my mum’s 
terror, as she had a real fear of heights. 
But bravely, she went along with it, and 
later agreed that being in a balloon basket 
was not as bad as she had initially feared. 
When taking off, it doesn’t feel like you are 
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ows was spectacular.

The pilot was super experienced, and suggested that we should turn the balloon around once 
we reached the Collossi of Memnon. The only way to steer a hot air balloon is to navigate up 
and down the various thermals. This was precision piloting at its finest, as he did exactly that – 
ensuring that the balloon moved in the direction we came from immediately above the statues.

My mum joked before we left home that with her luck we would end up landing in a tree. I 
assured her there was not likely to be many trees in the Valley of the Kings. Lo and behold, 
on our way down we did actually skim the top of the only tree for miles around, but the next 
thing we saw was six pairs of white gloved hands grabbing the edge of the basked and guid-
ing us gently down to the ground. The smoothest landing ever!

Masai Mara, Kenya

A hot air balloon safari over the plains, rivers and forest areas of Masai Mara is said to be a 
‘once in a lifetime’ experience. The balloons are huge and have a capacity of 8 to 16 people in 
the large wicker basket attached at the bottom. 

The flight over this renowned national park, was probably the most anticipated one of all our 
balloon flights, but also the most disappointing. While it was awesome to see the endless 
plains from up high, we hardly saw any animals, as the noise of the burner had them scatter-
ing long before we got near enough to take photos.

The breakfast in the park afterwards, however, was impressive, with a beautifully laid table, 
the champagne flowing, and a chef on hand to cook your eggs as you want them.



13Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021

Light Aircraft
Papua New Guinea

We were initially booked on an Airlink 
flight between Tari and Mount Hagen, but 
there was some sort of mix-up, so Bob, 
the owner of the lodge we were staying 
in, flew in with his little Baron six-seater 
aircraft to take us to Mount Hagen.

Getting to the airport proved a little 
ominous though. During clan disturbances 
in the night, a bridge was burned on the 
main road, so we had to take a diversion 
through the outlying villages and some 
rather narrow, rudimentary tracks. We 
picked up a few police constables for 
protection during our journey. We were 
both enjoying the change of scenery and 

was a very exciting flight. Just below us were 
swathes of virgin rain forest with undulat-
ing hills, dramatic cliffs and breathtaking 
waterfalls. At times the flight was bumpy, 
but the view was always spectacular and the 
trip very thrilling.

Guyana

From our hostel on the coast, a group of us 
chartered a light aircraft to fly us across the 

1. The light aircraft at Papua New Guinea;

2. An aerial view of virgin rain forest with un-

dulating hills, dramatic cliffs and breathtaking 

waterfalls;

3. An aerial view of the Kaieteur Waterfalls in 

Guyana;

4. Aerial view of Gold mines in Guyana;

5. A light aircraft ready to board at the Orinduik 

Air Strip in Guyana.

a different route, and viewed the whole 
thing as an adventure, but Peter, our 
local guide, was fearful for our safety. 
Obviously we were far too naïve to real-
ise the dangers we were in.

Getting into the plane alone was quite 
an escapade, we had to climb on top 
of the wing and crawl through a small 
door. My partner sat in the front with 
the video camera and the pilot while I 
had a seat to myself. There was plenty of 
room with just the two of us.

The flight was stunning. In a small 
aircraft like this flying is done on a visual 
basis, in other words: if you can’t see the 
top of the mountains, you can’t fly over 
them. For that reason we flew just above 
the tree line and around the mountains 
whose tops were shrouded in cloud. It 
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jungles to the waterfalls of Kaieteur and Orinduik. The airstrip at Baganara was grass, 
and the waiting room, just like a bus shelter. The flight was spectacular, however, pass-
ing over cultivated land, large patches of virgin rainforest, and even a gold mine!  

We had aerial views of the falls at Kaieteur long before we reached them. Kaieteur Falls 
is the world’s largest single drop waterfall by the volume of water flowing over it, and is 
pretty impressive from the air as well as from the ground.

As for the Orinduik Falls, all we could see of from the air, however, was a clearing with 
spray rising from the falls. The falls themselves were a series of cascades, with a natural 
bathing pool.

As we were getting ready to take off from the airstrip at the Orinduik Falls, the pilot 
cursed when he realised he would have to stop on the way to Baganara to refuel. The 
jungles of Guyana are not known for their abundance of airstrips with aviation fuel, 
so it meant taking quite a detour. When we landed in what seemed to be the middle 
of nowhere, the one and only attendant at the airstrip was unwilling to assist, so the 
now-very-cheesed-off pilot had to refuel the plane himself. Not something I have seen 

before or since!

Himalayas, Nepal

This was a flight not taken on a light aircraft 
as such, but more of a proper jet. 

We left the capital city of Kathmandu and 
flew over the lofty peaks, and when we got 
to Mount Everest, everyone was invited into 
the cockpit for a better view of the world’s 
highest mountain peak. This was a num-
ber of years ago, and I am sad to say that I 
doubt this happens any more as a result of 
increased security issues.

Uluru, Australia

From the small town of Uluru, we took a 
light aircraft flight over the Olgas and the 
more famous lone rock previously known as 
Ayers Rock. It is a massive sandstone mono-
lith located in the very heart of an arid area 
in the Northern Territory. The Uluru Kata 
Tjuta National Park has about 36 such red 
rock domes which are regarded as sacred by 
the locals. This area is called the Olgas.
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Helicopters
Maldives

While waiting for our international flight home from the Maldives, 
we saw an advertisement for scenic flights by helicopters, and 
thought this would be a good way of passing the time before 
boarding.

It was the largest helicopter we’ve flown in, with a capacity of 
22 passengers. This meant, however, that we could move about 

1. An aerial view of the Himalayas with the Mount Everest visible in the 

centre (with cloud);

2. Another view of the Himalayan Range of mountains;

3,4. The Uluru and the Olgas - an aerial view of the massive sandstone 

monoliths locally regarded as sacred;

5. A spectacular aerial view of the horse shoe shaped Niagra Falls in Ontario, 

Canada;

6. Helicopter that took passengers on a tour over the Niagra Fals;

7. An aerial view of a Maldivian island;

8. Aerial view of an island resort in the Maldives.
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As we approached the Olgas, I was able to take the controls of 
the aircraft, which added a great deal to the enjoyment. Or at 
least mine. I am not sure how keen the other passengers (my 
husband and parents) were on the idea.

Our views included spectacular aerial views of the sandstone 
monoliths in the national park. 

Kakadu, Australia

While visiting the Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territory, 
on a day trip from Darwin, we were offered a sightseeing flight 
over the park from Jaribu.

As with previous flights, my partner was in the front and I was 
in the back with the window open. The ‘jet stream’ coming in 
through that window was close to being painful, and completely 
distorted my face, making it hard to breathe. I wasn’t going to 
miss anything, however. My face tingled for a very long time after-
wards, a most peculiar sensation.

The flight itself was moderately spectacular, with varied scenery of 
wetlands, escarpment, a rock bridge, and an ugly Uranium mine.
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quite easily while in flight, and 
we were even invited up to the 
cockpit.

Niagara Falls

While staying on the Canadian 
side of the falls, we took a heli-
copter flight for a birds eye view 
of the enormous cascade.

A helicopter ride is by far the 

best way to experience the sheer power of this gorgeous horse 
shoe shaped waterfall.

Queenstown, New Zealand

As part of the Awesome Foursome Experience (helicopter, 
bungy jumping, white water rafting and jet-boating), we found 
ourselves on the top of a ridge of mountains looking out over 
Queenstown.

From there we descended into a deep sided canyon, snaking 
our way along, seemingly travelling just above the river. I swear 

those pilots from New Zealand 
have a death wish! Seriously 
though, it was by far the most 
adventurous helicopter flight 
we have ever taken.

After about ten minutes or so 
of sheer adventure and rush of 
the adrenaline, we landed on a 
flat area beside the raging river, 
ready for the next part of our 
adventure.
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1. The helicopter, ready for our adventurous ride at 

Queenstown, New Zealand;

2. An aerial view of the river rafting activities in 

Queenstown;

3. Ridge of mountains in Queenstown; 

4. An extremely adventurous helicopter ride at 

Queenstown;

5,6. Aerial views of the Iguacu Falls from two differ-

ent angles;

7. The helipad near the Iguacu falls.

Iguacu Falls, Brazil

The Iguacu Falls of South America is regarded 
as the largest and most dramatic of all the wa-
terfalls in the world. It sits on the border of the 
two countries - Brazil and Argentina. Both the 
countries offer some great trips to the falls.

We were staying on the Brazilian side of the 
falls, and our hotel had its own helipad, mak-
ing it incredibly easy to arrange this flight.

The falls are made up of 75 individual cataracts 
and is probably my most favourite place in the 
world. The aerial view was spectacular, to say 
the least.

Float Plane
Rotorua, New Zealand

At Rotorua we did something slightly different, 
taking off from the water, and landing there 
again after flightseeing around the small town 
known for its thermal springs and volcanic 
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lake. For our flight there we used the float planes. These are a 
type of seaplane with slender floats that help provide the buoy-
ancy for landing on water. These crafts can also land on land. 
From the float planes we had spetacular aerial views over the 
thermal springs, beautiful lakes and the Rotorua town. We also 
flew over the Mount Tarawera, a volcano located 24 kilometers 
from the town of Rotorua. 

Zeppelin
Germany

Zeppelins are like airships that were first developped in the late 
19th century. These are named after the retired German Army 
Officer who invented the rigid airship. It had made its first suc-
cessful flight over Friedrichsafen in Germany in July, 1900.

Ever since I first read online that the building and flying of 
these iconic airships of the late 19th and early 20th century 
had been resurrected in Friedrichsafen, I dreamed of being able 



19

1. A float plane in Rotorua town of New 

Zealand;

2. Aerial views of thermal springs in 

Rotorua;

3. Beautiful aerial view of a lake in Rotorua;

4. An aerial view of the Rotorua town of 

New Zealand;

5. Aerial view of Mount Tarawera, a volcano 

near Rotorua;

6. Looking down from the flying giant, a 

zeppelin;

7. A view of the zeppelin in flight that gives 

an idea about its massive size;

8. Aerial view of Friedrichshafen from the 

zeppelin;

9. An aerial view of German town of Lindau 

from the zeppelin;

10. View of the pilots and passengers inside 

the zeppelin.

to take to the skies in 
a Zeppelin some day. 
I mentioned it to my 
husband and thought 
nothing more of it.
Fast forward several 
years to the morning of 
my 50th birthday. Sitting 
at the dining table enjoy-
ing a leisurely breakfast, 
I heard a strange noise 
behind me. I turned 
around and to my 
absolute surprise, I saw 
a small radio-operated 
airship approaching. I 
laughed at my husband’s 

ingenuity (he is the most imaginative gift-giver ever!) at giving me a miniature Zeppelin, but 
the last laugh was on him. Hanging under the inflatable toy was an envelope containing two 
tickets for a 30 minute flight in the real thing in Friedrichshafen, the birthplace of Zeppelins.

As my birthday is in November, we delayed the journey until the weather was more reliable, 

19Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



20 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021

We finally did the trip!

There are not enough superlatives in the dictionary to describe 
the flight. It was slow and gentle like a hot air balloon, while 
spacious and comfortable like a private jet. We were able to walk 
around inside the gondola, open the windows to take photos as 
and when we wished to; we chatted with the pilot and took it 
all in. 

Flying over Lake Bodensee and surrounding villages / country-
side was like a photographer’s wildest dream as the stewardess 
pointed out places of interest and the pilot lowered the craft at 
times to show off to and wave at friends.

Wow! Wow! Wow! A 50th birthday to remember. 

and the following Easter we drove down to Germany. You have 
heard of an Indian summer? Well, Europe had an Arctic spring 
that year, and every single day that we were there, the flights 
were cancelled as a result of bad weather. Bummer.

In August we returned, this time flying down and hiring a car. 
We hadn’t even left the airport before I got a call from the Zep-
pelin people informing me that my flight for the following day 
has yet again been cancelled. This did not bode well, and the 
same thing happened the next day. 

On our third day in the area, however, we woke to brilliant 
sunshine and no wind. Because my flight had already been can-
celled five times previously, we were upgraded from a 30-minute 
experience to an hour and a half in the air. 
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1. An aerial view of the mortuary Temple of Queen 

Hatshepsut (from the 15th century BC) located 

opposite to the city of Luxor taken during a hot air 

balloon flight over the Valley of Kings in Egypt;

2. Photo of a hot air balloon clicked from inside;

3. In the cockpit of the light aircraft in Papua New 

Guinea;

4. A close-up view of the hot air balloon during its 

flight over the Valley of Kings;

5. A close-up view of the zeppelin;

6. Photo clicked with the aircraft that flew over Uluru 

and the Olgas;

7. The pilots of the zeppelin.
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For some incredible attractions around the world, aerial tours are the only way to have unhindered view. One example is the Nazca lines 
or the mysterious geoglyphs of Peru. There are also volcanoes, mountains and forests that are so remotely located that reaching them is 
almost impossible otherwise. Aerial tours, also known as flightseeing tours, offer all kinds of scenery from a variety of airborne vehicles. 
So whether you want to go for spectacular landscapes or view the wildlife, watch the whales in the deep seas, hover above the high-
est mountains, or the chaotic cityscapes, or just watch colours and patterns below, you have a variety of tours to choose from. Having a 
bird’s eye view of dogs sledding on the ice or the neon-studded nightscape of world’s biggest cities, is also possible for a willing heart.

Before planning or booking an aerial tour, one must consider some important things. First, the amount of exertion involved in a tour 
must be carefully considered before taking along old people or those with ailments. Some tours may not allow kids or pregnant women, 
and the same may also be carefully reconfirmed before booking. Next comes the most important consideration – the weather. In order 
to make the most of a trip of a lifetime one must see that there are no climatic threats, which again shall vary from place to place. Some 
such seasonal conditions with specific reference to certain geographical areas that one must avoid are snowfall, monsoon, dust storm, 
volcanic ashes etc. The weather forecast for the day of the travel must also be checked.

In this article we present to our readers 15 most popular destinations for aerial tours around the world.

The Nazca Lines, Peru

These are the 2,000 – 2,500 years old huge etchings of animals and geometric figures made on the soil of the Nazca Desert. They stretch 
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for many miles and hence, are 
too big to see or understand 
from the ground. These depic-
tions were created essentially by 
shallow incisions on the desert 
surface. Although the geoglyphs 
seem rather otherworldly, these 
are believed to be done by the 
Nazca people who inhabited the 
valley two millennia ago. The 
origin of these ancient geoglyphs 
is shrouded in mystery with many 
theories being put forward till 
date, one of which states that 
these were meant to be runways 
for alien spacecrafts. The patterns 
often run across miles and are 
mostly in the shapes of animals, 
humans, devils, birds and other 
complex geometrical shapes that 
point in various directions.  

There are tour operators provid-
ing flights over the area. The 
Nazca Desert is one of the driest 
places on earth and hence vis-
ibility is never an issue. But flights 
during the midday heat should 
be avoided because this time of 
the day is known for the haze 
that is created by dust parti-
cles. Hence, mornings and late 
afternoons are the best time for 
taking these flights. 

Iditarod Flight, Alaska, US 

If you like adventure sports and 
aerial tours, you may also opt for 
the Iditarod Flight in the US state 
of Alaska to see the annual Sled 
Dog Race where dogsledding 
teams compete against each 
other in the savage weather and 
brutal terrain. The Iditarod Trail is 
1,510 km long and the distance 
is covered by the teams in 8 – 15 
days. The race takes place in the 
month of March every year.

Zeppelin Ride, Tokyo, Japan

The city of Tokyo is so well lit up at night 
that it almost feels like a day. It is possible 
to experience the neon-lit city’s glistening 
skyscrapers from a zeppelin. You can opt 
for a 90-minute zeppelin ride in the late 
afternoon, that will allow you to witness the 
sunset as well as the neon-lit city after dark.

Flying over the Himalayas, Nepal

If you wish to fly over the Himalayas, and 
even above the Mount Everest, you can do 
so. Tour operators in Kathmandu provide 
such aerial tour options which are even 
open to children aged 6 years and above. 
The 1-hour trip in an 18-seater light aircraft 
brings to you scenic views of Himalayan 
peaks as well as the highest one, the Mt. 
Everest. The pilot provides all the informa-
tion about the names of the peaks and the 
spiritual significance of the mountain. It is 
possible to view the various peaks from up 
close and photograph them. There are also 
hot air balloon safaris over Nepal’s Kat-
mandu Valley during which you can have an 
aerial view of monasteries, Buddhist stupas 
and rice terraces as also the snow-covered 
peaks of the Himalayas at a distance includ-
ing the Mount Everest.

Serengeti Balloon Safari, Tanzania & 
Masai Mara Balloon Safari, Kenya

The national reserves of Serengeti in Tanza-
nia and Masai Mara in Kenya are home to 
huge population of animals. Their savannas, 
woodlands and rivers are known for animal 
sightings. Be it that of herds of zebras graz-
ing or giraffes nibbling at the leaves from 

branches of high trees, antelopes roaming around, 
lions relaxing in the shade or hippos bathing in 
rivers or lazing around nearby. Flightseeing trip 
in a hot-air balloon over these savannas makes 
animal viewing easier and difficult at the same time. 
However, in cases of predictable events like the 
great migration, balloon safaris invariably provide 
excellent visuals; in cases of other stray sightings 
luck may not favour as the sound of burner often 
scare away the animals.

Valley of Kings, Egypt

Egypt is regarded as the largest open-air museum 
in the world. To make the most of one’s trip to 
this country, it is possible to take a hot air balloon 
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ride over the temple complexes of Luxor and Karnak, the Valley of 
Kings and the Valley of Queens opposite to Luxor. The 45-minutes’ 
aerial tour presents the guests with unparalleled views over these 
UNESCO World Heritage sites.  

Kaikoura Whale Watch Flight, New Zealand

The waters off Kaikoura on the South Island of New Zealand are 
known for its population of sperm whales. However, the waters are 
often very rough making whale-viewing by boat impossible. Thus 
the 30-minute whale-viewing flights are the best option. Also as 
compared to what one gets to see from a boat, from a flight it is 
possible to see the whole whale, rather than just a small part of it. 
One can see the sperm whales throughout the year. But those who 
wish to see the humpback whales also, must visit between May 
and June when they come to breed.

Denali Glacier Tour, Alaska, US

Denali region is the highest in all of North America and is blessed 
with untamed beauty. The Denali Glacier tour in helicopters allows 
visitors to explore the vastness of Denali National Park (including its 
frozen tundra and endemic wildlife) and the ancient Yanert Glacier.

Flights to Antarctica

The seventh continent, the least visited of all, can also be explored 
by a day trip. 11-hour round-trip flights operated from Austral-
ian cities of Melbourne and Sydney take passengers 10,000 feet 
above the frozen Antarctica. The pilot makes infinity loops over the 
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1. Paraglyding over the mountains;

2. Aerial view of the Karakoram Range of mountains;

3. Aerial view of the crater of a volcano in Turkey from the aeroplane;

4. Bird’s eye view of an island in the Maldives from a seaplane;

5. Aerial view of the Great Wall of China;

6. Flying over the Arabian Desert;

7. Hot-air balloon over the Arabian Desert;

8. A hot-air balloon safari over the vast wilderness in Masai Mara

9. Aerial view of hippos sun-bathing near a water body in Masai 

Mara;

10. Flying in a seaplane over Malé, the capital of Maldives.

important landmarks in the continent. The flights have to be 
booked well in advance. 

Flight over Great Barrier Reef, Australia

One can also go for an aerial tour of the largest coral reef 
complex in the world in a floatplane. The Great Barrier Reef 
of Australia covers an area of almost 3,50,000 sq.km. and 
consists of jewel-like islands. Passengers can also land on wa-
ter near the beautiful Whitehaven Beach where they get to 
spend some time swimming, snorkeling or just lazing around. 

Flight over the Grand Canyon, Arizona, US

The layered bands of red rock of the Grand Canyon, that 
took more than six million years to form, stretches 277 miles 
in length and 4 to 18 miles in width. The spectacular geologi-
cal feature here is one of the most studied landscapes in 
the world. More than 5.5 million people make a tour of the 
Grand Canyon every year. It is definitely possible to reach by 
land, but an aerial tour is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 
Aerial tours are done in a combination of Twin Otter aircrafts 
and helicopters (for descending down the gorges). 

Volcanoes and more at Reykjanes Peninsula, Iceland

The Reykjanes Peninsula in Iceland is known for its expansive 
lava fields, gigantic glaciers, unusual black sand beaches and 
the iconic Blue Lagoon. For those interested in aerial tours, 
it is possible to go on an hour-long private helicopter tour 
which presents mesmerizing views of geysers, lakes as well 
as the very active Mount Fagradalsfjall volcano. This volcano 
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has been erupting continuously since March 2021 and hence it 
promises to be a lifetime experience. 

Cappadocia, Turkey

Talk of hot air balloon rides and probably the first image that 
pops in your mind is that of these gigantic balloons of all colour 
and designs hovering above the fairy chimneys of Cappadocia. 
No panoramic view of Cappadocia can ever be imagined with-
out a few dozens of hot-air balloons in the air. So when in Cap-
padocia, one must experience this aerial tour over this incredibly 
mysterious place.

Al Ula, Saudi Arabia

Al Ula is one of the oldest cities in the Arabian Peninsula and is 
located on the ancient Silk Route and Incense Route. It is also 
home to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hegra. Civilisation 
in this place is said to be more than 7,000 years old. Ancient 
tombs, stunning natural rock formations and canyons in the 
middle of a desert landscape, presents a true oasis. Al Ula was 
once the capital of the ancient kingdoms of Dadan and Lihyan 
and being another city of the Nabataean Civilisation, it presents 
architectural wonders similar to that in Petra. There are a total 
of 111 beautifully carved tombs and yet the place is still off the 
radar of regular tourists. Today, visitors can explore this place by 
a half-hour flight.

Niagara Falls, Canada and US

This horse-shoe-shaped waterfall that lies on the border of Can-
ada and the US is famed for its beauty. From land it is difficult to 
understand the scale and beauty of this iconic falls, hence one 
may opt for helicopter tours. The tour also takes visitors to the 
closest vantage point and stops at other important places on 
the way including the Bridal Veil Falls, Goat Island, Cave of the 
Winds, Queen Victoria Park, and the Observation Tower. 

1. Aerial view of the Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam;

2. A bird’s eye view of Tianjin, China;

3. Aerial view of Dubai city from a hot air balloon;

4. Bird’s eye view of Dusseldorf, Germany;

5. View over M. G Marg, Gangtok from the cable car.
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This is a time when you are working hard, taking on your fair share of duties and responsibilities and either reaping some of the 
rewards of your hard work or facing the consequences of poor choices. You are now treated to a realistic look at what you have 
built and achieved. 

Places to visit: Yokohama – Japan’s second largest metropolis, it is known for its bay, architecture, microbreweries and tasty cuisine.

Ranikhet – Ranikhet resides at a comfortable height to admire the western peaks of the Himalayas. Amidst tall pine trees the hill 
station retains its peaceful ambience.

Favorable Dates: Dec 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22                       Favorable Colors: Red & Yellow

The month begins with a real burst of energy, confidence and power. Your mind often will run along moneymaking ideas and 
anything that has to do with communicating those ideas. You would get more attracted to unusual plans, fields and concepts.

Places to visit: Jackson Hole, Wyoming - Tucked away less than 60 miles south of Yellowstone National Park, Jackson Hole sees 
an influx of winter travellers looking to hit the slopes at upscale ski resorts. 

Nainital - A perfect honeymoon spot in the Himalayan bounty, Nainital has a picture of forested valleys amidst which gently sails 
a lake.

Favorable Dates: Dec 3, 7, 12, 16, 21, 25                     Favorable Colors: Yellow & Grey

You are due to gain recognition in your professional life and sexual and romantic satisfaction will follow close behind. You would crave 
love and loyalty from your favourite playmate.  You are emotional, sensual and very alluring to members of the both opposite and same 
sex.  People who like to play with fire will be instantly attracted to you.   

Places to visit: Cape Town - Mountain’s flat-topped mass, with historic wine estates in every direction, hip markets selling the fruits of 
the Cape’s fertile terrain, and inventive restaurants winning global plaudits make it a worth visit town.

Auli - Auli in the remote sections of Uttarakhand  throws its captivating effect in both the major seasons of the year.

Favorable Dates: Dec 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23                        Favorable Colors: Blue & Black

A spunky period for your love life occurs this month, when your charm is super and romance fairly sizzles. It is a fabulous opportunity 
period for scheduling a romantic getaway. You are likely to make changes in your life that break you out of your usual routines.

Places to visit: Banff, Alberta - From hiking and white water rafting to skiing and snowboarding, Banff offers travellers an abundance 
of year-round outdoor activities.

Mount Abu - With home to over 80 exquisitely carved temples, most striking of which are the Jain Temples at Delwara - some of 
which are built over a 1000 years ago. 

Favorable Dates: Dec 3, 5, 10, 13, 21, 23                         Favorable Colors: Blue & White

It is a period of reworking or sluggishness on the career front. You will be one step closer to knowing where you are headed and 
you will have re-built faith in yourself. Ideally, you may adopt a more mature attitude towards adventure and facing the unknown.

Places to visit: Banff, Alberta - From hiking and white water rafting to skiing and snowboarding, Banff offers travellers an abundance 
of year-round outdoor activities.

Mount Abu - With home to over 80 exquisitely carved temples, most striking of which are the Jain Temples at Delwara - some of 
which are built over a 1000 years ago.

Favorable Dates: Dec 1, 6, 10, 15, 19, 24                        Favorable Colors: Yellow & White

You are likely to feel more confident and enthusiastic about your ability to earn a living and you may choose to develop your talents in 
order to boost your earning power. Ideals and spiritual goals that you may have taken for granted or worked with for many years seem 
superficial or not particularly useful to you now.

Places to visit: St. Lucia - Lush rainforests, majestic mountains and romantic resorts are all reasons to visit this Caribbean island.  A 
heaven for honeymooners

Masinagudi – Located on the foothills of the Nilgiri Mountains, Masinagudi is completely adorned with alluring beauties of nature.

Favorable Dates: Dec 1, 5, 10, 14, 19, 23                         Favorable Colors: Yellow & Brown
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Your income is likely to increase and there may be an opportunity to improve your future financial situation.
It may be time to settle some of your debts, financial or otherwise. Trust your inner voice when tackling a 
difficult project.

Places to visit: London – Exploring the world-class British Museum, seeing a musical in the West End, touring the 
Tower of London and gorging on fish and chips at a local pub.

Bandhavgarh – Bandhavgarh provides an opportunity to see leopards, barking deer, sloth bears, hyenas, and 
Indian bison and wolves, but Bengal tigers are definitely the star attraction.

Favorable Dates: Dec 2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23                        Favorable Colors: White & Blue

This is a strong time for de-stressing through creative expression or immersing yourself in a hobby, the arts, or 
other forms of dramatic entertainment.  Enjoy the breeze of happiness it brings to your love life.

Places to visit: Paris – The gentle River Seine rambles through the city, flanked by stately museums, blocks of 
buildings in Rococo and Neoclassic architectural designs. These get further enhanced by cascading trees and 
glowing streetlamps.

Palolem – It is a natural bay in Goa surrounded by lofty headlands on either sides, resulting in a calm, idyllic sea 
with a gently sloping bed.

Favorable Dates: Nov 3, 5, 12, 14, 21, 23                       Favorable Colors: Green & Blue

This is a good time to go for a raise, or take part in various dealings with financial institutions. You will see 
some shift in your attitude towards pleasing a significant other, more sociability, and the desire to bring 
balance to your life. Flashes of insight from your dreams can assist you. 

Places to visit: London - Exploring the world-class British Museum, seeing a musical in the West End, touring 
the Tower of London and gorging on fish and chips at a local pub

Bandhavgarh - Bandhavgarh provides an opportunity to see leopards, barking deer, sloth bears, hyenas, and 
Indian bison and wolves, but Bengal tigers are definitely the star attraction  

Favorable Dates: Dec 2, 3, 11, 12, 20, 21                       Favorable Colors: White & Green

There can be a very strong desire to get away, to change the pace of your life, and to do something totally 
different than you usually do. There can be a nice feeling of joy and comfort in thinking about the bigger 
picture, long-term goals, and far-off plans. 

Places to visit: Rome – The Colosseum, St. Peter’s Basilica and the awe-inspiring Trevi Fountain are essential 
places for any traveller to visit in Italy’s capital.

Ranakpur Temple – Ranakpur Temple is an imposing and highly decorative Jain temple that is famous for its 
art and architecture, considered some of the world’s best.

Favorable Dates: Dec 2, 6, 11, 15, 20, 24                         Favorable Colors: Yellow & Red

You may receive a cosmic push towards expressing yourself more creatively and experience an increased drive 
to take charge of your life. You are especially witty or insightful, and others appreciate you for your ideas and 
gestures. 

Places to visit: Poland – Poland has preserved and rebuilt many important monuments including 14 UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. It’s also cheaper than other primary European destinations.

Dharamshala – Dharamshala is popular with hiking enthusiasts and travellers interested in yoga and Indian 
cooking lessons.

Favorable Dates: Dec 7, 9, 16, 18, 25, 27                    Favorable Colors: Yellow & Blue

Activities that feed your imagination and sense of magic can thrive now. This can be a good time for progress 
or idea-generating when it comes to creative matters or a romance.  You are more able to express yourself in 
subtle ways, to feel in touch with what’s inside, and to convey your inner world or message easily.

Places to visit: Hungary – Cheap prices and beautiful natural features such as the world’s second largest ther-
mal lake and large grasslands have made Hungary an increasingly common Euro trip destination.

Jim Corbett National Park – Visitors may see other wildlife, including elephants, leopards, rhinoceros and 
Himalayan black bears.   

Favorable Dates: Dec 1, 3, 10, 12, 19, 21                      Favorable Colors: Yellow & Red

Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com



34 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



35Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



36 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



37



38 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



39Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



40



41



42 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



43Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



44



45



46 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



47Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



48 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



49Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



50 Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



51Vol 10, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2021



52





Touriosity Travelmag, Vol 10, Issue 6, November 2021, RNI No. WBENG/2012/124080, Published from #E, B/6, Bapujinagar, Kolkata - 700092; Editor: Rupanjana 
De, #E, B/6, Bapujinagar, Kolkata - 700092, India.


