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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Prateek Nandy, Mumbai;
Abhijeet Bagchi, Kolkata;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Dr. Paritosh Nandi, Kolkata;
Tannistha Nandi, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

COVER PHOTO: 

The spectacular and historical Fontaine 
des Mers from the Fontaines de la Con-
corde group of fountains at Place de la 
Concorde in Paris, France

Photo by 

Sanghamitra, Kolkata.

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

Even in this age of most advanced technological attractions, prob-
ably nothing brings as much respite as a majestic fountain. There are 
many historic fountains around the world with splendid designs and 
interesting stories behind. Today most of these historic landmarks have 
been converted into tourist attractions. Such is their appeal that many 
modern-day fountains have also come up in many places using the lat-
est technology to entertain people. In this issue we bring to our readers 
glimpses of the most iconic fountains from every corner of the globe 
that should definitely not be missed.  
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Most of the fountains that are tourist attractions are historical land-
marks and are designated as National heritage. Many tourists en-
gage in acts of mindlessly vandalising heritage properties and monu-
ments. Such acts should be avoided and highly discouraged. LET’S 
BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS.
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In this age of advanced technology, there are numerous 

modern tourist attractions around the world, yet probably 

nothing brings as much respite as a majestic fountain, es-

pecially so at the end of a busy day of walking around in 

the peak of summer. 

However, historically, fountains were built only for their 

functional role. They were not meant to be part of decora-

tion or a means of luxury. Supplying water to the popu-

lation of a neighbourhood for their daily necessities like 

drinking, cooking, bathing and other household uses was 

what they were meant for and for that reason, fountains 

were connected to aqueducts, springs and other water 

sources. But with time, and increased infrastructural de-

velopments, this role of fountains gradually ceased to ex-

ist and they became more or less useless. This is when, 

fountains adapted to change, and became more known for 

their aesthetics and luxury. 

By the end of the 19th century fountains were seen only as 

beautiful monuments and legacies of the past. Artistic wa-

ter features like waterfalls, springs, lakes and fountains also 

eventually became popular in cinema. Famous fountains 

also came to serve as the backdrop in some of the most 

iconic movie scenes, like the Trevi Fountain in La Dolce Vita 

and the Bellagio fountains in the Ocean’s Eleven. The 2014 movie A Little Chaos brings alive the story of 17th century landscaping of 

which fountains were an integral part. It follows the story of the origin of the famous fountains at Versailles in France.

In course of time fountains became tourist attractions. With increasing tourist interest in these remnants from the olden days, more 

modern fountains came to be built to beautify squares, neighbourhoods, gardens, parks, airports and malls. Today, these are tourist 

attractions, each for a distinct reason, some are known for their role in history, some for their gilded decors, others for the beautiful 

sculpture, few others for the sheer design or gigantic size, while others have their claim to fame thanks to the technology, novelty or 

modern design. In this issue we have brought for our readers a compilation of the fountains one must visit whether you are a history 

lover, art critic, a travel enthusiast or just someone looking for an instagrammable spot.

I have been quite lucky to have lived in a city celebrated for its fountains. Aix en Provence has been my home during my memorable 

student days in Europe and I was fortunate to spend an extended summer in this beautiful part of France on the Mediterranean Coast. 

Altough I had already seen many majestic fountains before, including the ones at Montjuïc hills in Barcelona, Neptunebrunnen in 

Berlin, Merlion in Singapore and the singing and dancing fountains of Yerevan in Armenia, apart from the ones in some Indian cities, 

nothing had really prepared me for the beauty and charm of a city with fountains just about everywere. It wouldn’t be wrong to say 

that life in this laid back city of southern France revolves around water and fountains. There are cafes and pubs that have come up 

around the centuries-old fountains in hidden corners of the old town and people, locals and tourists alike, love to spend time lazing 

around in these places. 

This issue themed on Fountains have been prepared with much love and attention. We will look forward to your feedback and advices. 

Please send them to ttmag.english@gmail.com

Happy splashing! 
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Aix en Provence
This city in southern France is famously 
known as The City of Thousand Foun-
tains. This article comes with a list of 
the most iconic fountains in the city and 
also provides a history of each of them.  

Fountains of Peterhof 
Peterhof, located close to St. Peters-
burg is known for its iconic palace com-
plex that is often termed as the Russian 
Versailles. The palace ground is home 
to hundreds of spectacular fountains.

36 Fountains of the world
This article lists the most majestic foun-
tains around the world for those inter-
ested in fountain tourism. From histori-
cal fountains, to the ones using latest 
technoloy, the list has them all. 

Travel horoscope
If you love travelling, you would prob-
ably be interested in knowing what the 
month ahead holds for you, not only in 
general but also in terms of travel. This 
horoscope will help you plan.
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Located near the Mediterranean coast, Aix en Provence, or simply 
Aix, is an important city of the Alpes-Côte d’Azur region of southern 
France. It is dominated by its university but is equally popular for 
its beauty that encompasses its history, art, old buildings, hidden 
corners, food and of course, its fountains. Its iconic boulevards skirted 
by beautiful 17th century mansions and tree-lined pavements, with 
picturesque squares decorated with fountains at regular intervals 
beckon tourists and holiday makers from all walks of life.

Aix en Provence is the birthplace of notable Post-Impressionist 
painter Paul Cézanne and this fact also attracts tourists from around 
the world here. Montagne Sainte Victoire, the 18-km-long white 
limestone mountain ridge located in the vicinity of the city, was a 
common subject of many of his works. There is a walking trail in Aix 
linking the sites associated with the painter that include his childhood 

home, his High School and his former studio, Atelier Cézanne. 

Historically, the city was founded in 123 BC by the Romans under the 
leadership of Consul Gaius Sextius Calvinus. After him the city came 
to be known as Aquae Sextiae which literally means ‘The Waters of 
Sextius’. It has been the site of battles, sieges, plunderings, epidem-
ics and a series of settlements. During the Middle Ages, Aix was an 
important centre of art and learning. It became a part of France only 
in the 15th century. Archaeological ruins of a Roman amphitheatre 
have been unearthed in the Ville des Tours near Aix. 

The Romans had discovered the existence of natural thermal water 
sources in Aix. Construction of the water supply network with 
aqueducts were started in Aix around 61 BC. To take benefit of the 
thermal springs, thermal baths started to be built around the second 
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half of the 1st century AD. Around 
the 4th century AD Christianity was 
adopted as the state religion and 
as it rejects the use of public baths, 
the thermal baths were destroyed. 
In 1704 AD during demolition of an 
old house the archaeological ruins of 
ancient Roman Bath were discovered. 
As early as 1913, Aix was declared 
as a Spa City. Even today one finds 
many spas and thermal baths here. 
But the ‘aqua’ city of Aix has more 
elements that links it to water. 

Aix en Provence is called the City of a 
Thousand Fountains, although in real-
ity there are definitely less than 1,000 
fountains in Aix. One account says 
that there are about 130 of them, 
which is a rather believable estimate. 
One finds a beautiful fountain in 
every square, in parks, roadsides 
and unexpected corners. In fact, 
in Aix, there are literally fountains 
everywhere. They come in all kinds of 
shapes, sizes and patterns. Historically 

these fountains were used by the locals for various reasons, 
including activities like drinking and washing clothes. 

In the following paragraphs we provide a list of some of the 
most remarkable fountains of Aix en Provence: 

Fontaine de la Rotonde

This is by far the most popular fountain in Aix; in fact, it is 
the most famous of all the places in the city. Commissioned 
in 1860 at Place de la Rotonde (Rotonde Square), the foun-
tain is also the largest in Aix. The Fontaine de la Rotonde is 
12 metres in height and 32 metres in width. The spectacular 
fountain is topped by 3 statues representing the town’s cen-
tral business pursuits: Justice, Agriculture and Fine Arts. The 
structure of the fountain is a mixture of marble, stone and 
concrete and apart from the three central figures there are 
other stone and bronze statues of lions, dolphins, swans and 
angels. The roundabout in which it sits is itself huge and due 
to the sheer size of the structure and continuous traffic, it is 
practically difficult to capture the fountain in one’s camera. 

The Rotonde, meaning a roundabout, is a key feature in 
the local life here. The place is famous with tourists as well 
as the locals and serves as an important meeting point for 
all. The fountain looks all the more mesmerising when lit at 

night, but it is a ‘must see’ both in 
the day and at night. Most tourists 
to Aix come and spend time around 
the Rotonde by just sitting near the 
pavement and watching the foun-
tain. It is prominently located within 
a roundabout at the end of Cours 
Mirabeau. This tree-lined boulevard 

1. A night view of Fontaine de la Rotonde 

at Rotonde Square; 

2. People relaxing at a cafe near the Fon-

taine de l’Hotel de Ville;

3. Pavement mark showing the ancient Law 

University where Cezanne was a student;

4,5. Random fountains on the streetsides; 

6. A Cezanne Trail indicator on the streets.
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is the most famous 
one in Aix and is a 
gateway to the Vieil 
Aix (Old town); it 
forms the boundary 
between the historic 
and modern parts of 
the city.

Fontaine des Qua-
tre Dauphins

This fountain is 
located at Place 
des Quatre Dauphins, a square built in 
Baroque style. Designed and sculpted by 
Jeau-Claude, this fountain was erected 
in the beautiful Mazarin Quarter at the 
intersection of Rue Cardinale and Rue du 
Quatre-September near the Old Town 
in 1667. It was the first fountain to be 
installed in Aix. The Quarter is surrounded 
by spectacular 17th century mansions. It 
is easy to locate near Mignet, the school 
attended by Paul Cézanne. In the foun-
tain, as the name suggests, there are four 
dolphins, each looking around a mysteri-
ously inscribed obelisk, and leaping above 
a small circular pond filled with water. 
The mouth of the dolphins are fitted with 
nozzles from where the water comes out. 

Fontaine d’Albertas at Albertas Square

In close proximity to the Natural His-
tory Museum one finds the beautiful 
Baroque-style Place d’Albertas (Albertas 
Square). The Albertas, a parliamentarian 
family from the Italian city of Alba, had 
come to Aix in the 18th century to take 
possession of a private mansion that they 
inherited here at 10 Rue Espariat. They 
later renamed it as ‘Hôtel d’Albertas’ and 
extended it further. During the next few 

decades the Albertas became a name to 
reckon. They exercised strong influence in 
the social and political circle in Aix. Soon 
they got this square built in honour of the 
family in the fashion of royal squares of 
Paris. In 1912, a fountain was added to 
this Square and in 2000, the square was 
declared a national monument.

La fontaine d’eau chaude or Fontaine 
Moussue

The Fontaine d’eau Chaude (mean-
ing ‘The Hot water fountain’), is locally 
known as the Fontaine Moussue (mossy 
fountain) although this is not the only 
mossy fountain in Aix. Located on the 
iconic Cours Mirabeau, this fountain 
is known for its natural warm water 
(sourced from a nearby spring), however, 
the water is not potable. This fountain 
was the first one to be built on the Cours 
Mirabeau after this iconic new carriage 
course came up in the city in 1650 AD. 
Built in 1667 by architect Jacques Fossé 
based on the design by Jean-Claude 
Rambot, it has the distinction of being 
the only fountain that is still fed by water 
from a spring. Originally built with a triton 
on top, it was vandalized by some drunk 
young men and thereafter (3 years after 
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1. Fontaine de la Rotonde;

2. La fontaine des Quatre dauphins;

3. Fontaine d’Albertas;     4. Fontaine Sanglier; 

5. Fontaine des Prêcheurs;

its construction) it was replaced by four children holding up a basin.

Fontaine des Prêcheurs

This is another monumental fountain dating from 1758. It is located in Place des 
Prêcheurs, an important square in Aix. Before Cours Mirabeau became the beat-
ing heart of the city, this square was the centre of public life of Aix. Built by Jean 
Pancrace Chastel in Baroque style in 1748, this fountain was destroyed in 1793 
and thereafter rebuilt in 1833. The fountain comprises of a basin from the middle 
of which rises a stone obelisk from an ornamentally sculpted base which com-
prises of draperies, lions and four medallions representing Sextius Calvinus, the 
founder of Aix, the last Count of Provence Charles III of Maine, the future Count 
of Provence Louis XVIII and Louis XV, the grandfather of Louis XVIII. On the top of 
the obelisk is a globe held in its talons by an eagle. The fountain has been listed as 
a Historic Monument of France since 1905. 

Fontaine Sanglier

Boar statues are a common feature across Europe, this one here is however, a 
fountain. Installed in the 1980s on Place Richelme, the Boar fountain is one of the 
newest additions to the fountain scene of Aix. There is a 17th century fountain in 
Florence, Italy called the Fontana del Porcellino near the very famous Piazza della 
Repubblica and the Ponte Vecchio, where the original Boar of Tacca can be seen. 
This Boar Fountain of Aix is a copy of the Boar of Tacca in Florence. Similar to the 
original one, this Boar fountain is also a bronze version of an Italian Renaissance 
marble sculpture of a boar by Tacca. The snout of the boar serves as a fountain. 
At the base of the fountain are bronze sculptures of snakes, turtles and snails. 

Fontaine des Neuf-Canons

The fountain located on the Cours Mirabeau has nine outlets, being flattened 
mouth of cannons, from which water flows into a large basin. This fountain was 
built in 1691 AD after demolishing an earlier drinking trough located at the spot. 
On their way to their summer pastures livestock from Arles passed through the 
city and the municipality had built the trough for the thirsty animals in the 1650s. 
The new fountain was built with twofold reasons – to serve as a watering point 
accessible to animals and to add to the aesthetics of the area. Today the fountain 
covered in moss has been declared as a historic of France.

6. Fountain in Place Saint-Jean-de-Malte;

7. Fontaine des Neuf-Canons;

8. Fontaine des Trois Ormeaux;

9. Fontaine des Augustins.
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Fontaine des Trois Ormeaux

This fountain has a legend associated with it. It goes like this: a citizen of Aix refused 
to surrender to the troops of Roman Emperor Charles V and so he was hanged on 
one of the three abalones here. The fountain was built in 1632 on the Place des Trois 
Ormeaux, where, at the corner one also finds the statue of Virgin Mary on a throne. 

Fontaine des Augustins

Originally built in 1620 on the Place des Augustins, this fountain became a public 
wash-house in 1786. It was completely rebuilt in 1820 when a classical column of 
granite from the Gallo-Roman mausoleum of the Palace of the Counts of Provence 
was added. In 1949, it was named as a historic monument. In the Augustins Square, 
surrounding the fountain there are many local pubs and restaurants and locals as well 
as tourists can be seen gathered here in the evenings in summer to enjoy a drink.

Fountain in Place Saint-Jean-de-Malte

This fountain is located in the Sainte-Jean-de-Malte Square in the old Mazarin Quarter 
of Aix. In this square one also finds the Cathedral of Sainte-Jean-de-Malte, Granet 
Museum and a library that houses both old and new books. The museum showcases 
many paintings of Cézanne. The fountain in the square serves as a meeting point for 
the locals and tourists alike.

Although in Aix one has a lot to see and do, a laid back relaxed vacation is what it is 
more known for. While taking a walk along its tree-lined boulevards or going deeper 
inside the old town to discover secret alleys and corners, one invariably comes across 
fountains of all types, sizes and designs. Historically they have provided the much-
needed water to the locals, and today, they are at the base of the unique architectural 
beauty of the city. In the hot Mediterranean climate of the city, especially during sultry 
summer days, the fountains come as a big respite from the heat. Take a stroll along 
its cobbled old town alleys and marvel at the Medieval buildings or have a drink at a 
restaurant in a cosy square under the shade of trees while the sound of running water 
from the nearby fountain or the smell of fresh bread from an adjacent bakery soothes 
your body and soul. 

It may be noted that because the fountains of Aix use a lot of water, many of them 
are being renovated with modern water-saving systems and recycling devices. Also at 
night many of the fountains are turned off to conserve water.

1. A modern-day fountain near the Casino in Aix;

2. The Fontaine de l‘Hotel de Ville;

3. In Aix, there are fountains everywhere. This is a common type that one discovers in hidden 

corners across the city;     

4. An old fountain with Greek - Roman face as the faucet. 
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The Peterhof Palace comprises of a series of palaces and gardens 
located in Petergof, a town on the outskirts of St. Petersburg 
in Russia. It was commissioned by Tsar Peter the Great during 
the 18th century as his response to the Palace of Versailles built 
by King Louis XIV of France. The palace boasts an area of 414 
hectares that comprises of palatial structures, sprawling parks, 
manicured gardens and more than 150 fountains. It is often 
referred to as ‘The Russian Versailles’ and it was designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The palace complex attracts visitors 
from around the world.

Like the Palace of Versailles, the Peterhof Palace is known for its 
numerous fountains and their stunning water displays. A unique 
thing about the fountains at Peterhof Palace complex is that unlike 
those at Versailles, the fountains here work without pumps. There 
is a team of fountain engineers that take care of their operation 
and repairs. Everything is done manually, there are ten people for 
the daily launching and shutting of the fountains. The fountains 
are provided water through a network of pipelines that source 

water collected from storm and rain.

Of all the places in the palace complex, the Grand Cascade is the 
most famous area. It began operation in 1721 and even after 300 
years it still delights visitors from all over the world. It runs from the 
northern facade of the Grand Palace to the Marine Canal. It is a 
huge fountain complex, arguably the largest in the world in terms 
of size, volume of water, luxury and design. It abodes three water-
fall ladders and two grottoes, about 75 lavish fountains adorned 
with 255 gilded bronze sculptures with 138 water jets, mascarons, 
bas-reliefs and other décor. This makes it the main fountain group 
of the Peterhof Palace complex. The central composition of the 
complex is a fountain dating back from 1735 AD adorned with a 
prominent statue by Rastrelli depicting the Biblical scene of Samson 
wrestling the jaws of a lion. It has popularly come to be known as 
the Samson Fountains. The composition marked the 25th an-
niversary of the Battle of Poltava, the key battle during the Great 
Northern War between Russia and Sweden that took place from 
1700 to 1721 AD.



15Vol 11, Issue 3, Touriosity Travelmag, August 2022

Throughout the park, there are 
numerous other fountains of 
great diversity and beauty like 
the Pyramid Fountain and Crown 
Fountain in the Summer Garden, 
the Umbrella Trick Fountain, the 
Chess Cascade, the Joke Foun-
tains, the Neptune Fountain and 
so on. Tsar Peter I was fond of 
jokes and pranks and conceived of 
the idea of creating some ‘squirt-
ing amusements’ in the Peterhof 
that would spray water on unwary 
visitors who happen to step on a 
particular paving stone or pass by 
a certain structure. The Umbrella 
Trick Fountain is one such installa-
tion. Some trick-fountains of the 
Lower Park however were added 
much after his time in the late 
18th century but the designs for 
the same were done in conso-
nance with the fountains of Tsar 
Peter I’s time.

The fountains of Peterhof Palace 
are among the biggest tourist 
attractions in Russia. They attract 
millions of visitors from around 
the world every year. For those 
who arrive by the sea at Peter-
hof, the first view of the Grand 
Cascade with the majestic palace 
at the background is simply out of 
the world. 

Of all the fountains in the palace 
complex, there are around 100 
functioning ones and some are 
accompanied by music too. 

The Summer Garden in Peterhof 
Palace complex was the first place 

to have fountains installed in them as far back as 1705 AD. 
Many fountains in the garden have been renovated in the 
recent times and restored to their past glory. The Pyramid 
Fountain, built in 1724, is one such iconic fountain. It was 
renovated in the 2010s. It is so named as the jets of water 
coming from it looks like forming the shape of a pyramid.

The Crown Fountain, designed a year later in 1725, is located 
near an entrance to the Summer Garden. The naming is thus 
because the water jets create a crown-like composition. Barely 
52 years after its installation it was destroyed by a flood. In the 
2010s it was recreated using old drawings and paintings.

The natural slope of Chessboard Hill at Peterhof Palace was 
chosen for the iconic Chess Cascade. This fountain construct-
ed in a cascade-style dates back to the first part of the 18th 
century. There are four giant chess boards over which the 
water spills down. There is a flight of steps on both sides of 
the cascade where one finds beautiful sculptures of Neptune, 
Olympia, Jupiter and Pluto. The top of the cascade is a grotto 
that is guarded by three dragons. 

The Neptune Fountain located in the upper gardens is another 

Cover photo: An artists impression of 

the Peterof Palace Complex and its 

fountains; 

Top Right: The Peterof Palace and 

Samson fountain from a distance; 

Top left: Close up view of the Samson 

fountain.

important fountain of Peterhof 
Palace complex. It dates back 
from the later part of the 18th 
century. As one can probably 
imagine, there is the sculpture of 
a crowned Neptune holding a tri-
dent on the top. He is surrounded 
by mythical creatures of the sea, 
Nymphs, tritons and figures riding 
hippocampi.

The Umbrella Trick Fountain, cre-
ated in 1796 resembles the shape 
of an umbrella. The central pillar 
is circled with chairs with carved 
arm rests. There are 164 nozzles 
hidden behind the elegant carved 
festoons. Whenever any visitor 
comes under the umbrella, the 
nozzles begin to spout water, 
forming a dense water curtain, 
taking the visitors quite by sur-
prise.

The fountains of Peterhof are op-
erational every year from mid of 
May till the mid of September and 
the timings are roughly 10 am till 
6 pm. Saturdays and Sundays are 
too crowded and hence it is better 
to avoid these two days.
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The world is dotted with beautiful fountains, some with the most 
amazing sculpture and stunning designs, others defying gravity to 
reach incredible heights, some known for their musical tunes, other for 
their rainbow colours. In other words, these places deserve a visit by 
history and art lovers as well as travel enthusiasts. However, fountains 
were originally only meant for supply of water for daily necessities to 
people in the neighbourhood. So their design and aesthetics took the 
back seat. As cities modernised, fountains lost their importance as the 
source of water for citizens. Today, they represent historical monu-
ments, things of beauty and remnants of the bygone era. This makes 
them big tourist attractions. The beauty of their structures as well as 
the shimmering waters leave visitors in awe. Here are thirty of the most 
famous and utterly beautiful fountains in the world that we thought 
our readers must have in their bucket list:

Fontana delle Tartarughe, Rome, Italy

The Turtle Fountain is a late Italian Renaissance-style fountain, located in 
Piazza Mattei in Sant’Angelo district of Rome. Built between 1580 and 
1588 by architect Giacomo della Porta and sculptor Taddeo Landini, it 
was meant to supply drinking water to the Romans. The fountain has a 
square basin with a circular vasque mounted on a pedestal in the center. 
There are four human heads spouting water into the basin. There are 
four bronze ephebes around the vasque of the fountain, each resting a 
foot on the head of a bronze dolphin, and one hand raised towards the 
edge of the vasque. The mouths of the dolphins also spout water into 
the conch shells surrounding the base of the fountain.

Archibald Fountain, Sydney, Australia
 
The Archibald Fountain, dating from 1932, is a true historical land-
mark. Located in the Hyde Park, in central Sydney, in New South 
Wales, Australia, the fountain is formally named as J.F. Archibald Me-
morial Fountain. The design incorporates Greek and Roman elements 
and features the Greek God Apollo surrounded by other mythical 
beings that beautifully spray water to the delight of park visitors. This 
fountain is one of the biggest attractions in the whole of the continent 
of Australia. The fountain was installed in honour of the association 
of France and Australia during the First World War. The design of this 
fountain was inspired by the classical Greek and Roman history, art and 
literature. Built of granite and bronze, this fountain is open 24 hours.

Fountain Of Montjuïc Palace, Barcelona, Spain
 
The Magic Fountain of the Montjuïc neighborhood located below 
the majestic Palau Nacional on the Montjuïc hill in Barcelona near 
the Plaça d’Espanya is considered to be one of the world’s largest 
fountains. The fountain was constructed for the 1929 Barcelona Inter-
national Exposition. Located in the neighbourhood of Montjuïc, this 
fountain is famous for the daily light and sound performances which 
thousands of tourists gather to witness every evening. This fountain 
located in Plaça de Carles Buïgas was constructed in 1929 and it 
started the evening light shows in 1980. The show is a spectacular 
display of colour, light, motion, music and water acrobatics and is 
definitely a MUST SEE attraction of Barcelona.
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The Fountain of Wealth, Suntec City, Singapore 
 
This is the world’s largest fountain as per the Guinness Book of World 
Records (inscribed in 1998). Located outside the Suntec City shopping 
mall in Singapore, this fountain covers an area of about 1,700 sq.m. 
and reaches a height of 13.8 meters (45 feet). In the evenings there is 
a laser performance that includes personalized messages displayed in 
the water screen in the middle of the cascading water.

The fountain was built in 1995 as a symbol of wealth and life based on 
the Hindu Mandala, meaning the universe. This represents the unity, 
spirit, equality and harmony of the four different races that make up 
the population of Singapore. The fountain of bronze structure has a 
circumference of 66 meters and is supported on four large slanted 
columns. At certain times of the day the fountain is switched off and 
one can walk under the main structure around a smaller fountain in 
the centre. It is said that if you circle the smaller fountain 3 times and 
touch its water, you receive good luck.

Trevi Fountain, Rome, Italy
 
At 86 feet high and 162 feet wide, the Trevi Fountain is one of the 
tallest water fountains in the world. The fountain was designed by 
arcitect Nicola Salvi and completed by Guiseppe Pannini, Alessan-
dro Galilei and many other architects. It is one of the biggest tourist 
attractions of Rome. In this iconic Baroque style fountain located in 
Piazza di Trevi in the Trevi district of Rome, the sculpture of the Sea 
God Oceanus is the central figure and the water cascades below him 
and empties into a large basin. Built in 1762 AD, the Trevi Fountain is 
also one of the oldest fountains in the world, but is still fully func-
tional even after more than 250 years. The fountain has famously 
featured in many films including Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita and 
the Three Coins in the Fountain. There are a lot of superstitions asso-
ciated with tossing coins into the fountain and this has resulted in an 
estimated 3,000 euros a day in coins being tossed into the fountain 
every day even now. 

The Buckingham Fountain, Chicago, United States
 
Another beautiful, and one of the world’s largest fountains, this one 
is situated in the centre of Grant Park in Chicago in the United States. 
Opened in the year 1927, this fountain is not to be linked with the 
more famous palace of the same name were the British monarch 
resides. The name of the fountain comes from philanthropist Kate S. 
Buckingham who dedicated it to her brother and is hence, also known 
as the Clarence Buckingham Memorial Fountain. Built in the impressive 
rococo wedding cake style design, this fountain is said to be inspired 
by the the Bassin De Latone fountain at the Palace of Versailles in 
France. This fountain features 134 water jets that can shoot water 
to a height of more than 150 feet. There is a major water display for 
20 minutes every hour for visitors. An incredible piece of information 
about it is that in a single minute the fountain sprays out more than 
15,000 gallons of water. The fountain is a thing to behold between 8 
in the morning and 11 at night.
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Friendship of Nations Fountain, Moscow, Russia
 
In a city of extraordinary structures and tourist attractions, one of the 
most stunning landmarks is the Friendship of Nations Fountain that 
displays 16 bronze and gold-plated statutes of women that represent 
the 15 former member nations of the of erstwhile Soviet Union, viz., 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Armenia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Moldova, 
Georgia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kirghizstan, Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan. The 16th statue represents Karelia or the Karelo-
Finnish SSR which existed as independent nation from 1940 until it 
was incorporated back into Russia in 1956. The fountain represents 
the national identity of all these former SSRs to the Soviet people and 
the world. The majestic fountain is located in the plaza within the 
larger All-Russian Exhibition Centre. There are a total of 800 water 
jets. The statues representing each former SSR is adorned in the 
national costume of their country. This is one of the top attractions in 
the Russian capital.

Bellagio Fountains, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA
 
This fountain located in Las Vegas is one of the tallest fountains in the 
world and also one of the world’s first luxury fountain to be ever built. 
When opened in 1998, it was also the largest fountain in the world. 
Located on the Las Vegas casino’s 8-acre lake in front of the Bellagio 
Hotel, this beautifully choreographed fountain entertains people with 
spectacular performance all round the year. The light, music and colour 
show brings in front of the visitors a never-to-be-forgotten experience 
every 15 to 30 minutes. The colours also change depending on the 
day, holiday or event. The show timings are from 3 in the afternoon till 
midnight every day. The fountain that can shoot water to the height 
of a 24-story building (460 ft) comprises of 1,214 water jets, 8,000 
meters of pipe and 4,500 lights. The amount of water in the air at any 
moment when the fountain is operating is 77,284 liters (20,416 gal-
lons). The fountain was famously shown in the ollywood movie Ocean’s 
Eleven. 

Palace of Versailles, Versailles, France
 
Fountains are an important part of French gardens, and Versailles is 
no exception. The opulent palace complex spread across 2,000 acres 
boasts a number of 17th century fountains, located in the Petit Parc, 
and these include the Flora Fountain, the Ceres Fountain, the Bacchus 
Fountain, the Saturn Fountain, the Fountains of the Fight of Animals, 
Dragon Fountain, Neptune Fountain, Latona’s Fountain and Apollo’s 
Fountain. In the 17th century the knowledge of hydraulics had not 
developed much and hence bringing water to the Palace of Versailles 
was a big challenge. Louis XIV’s desire to have the many fountains 
therefore led to the development of hydraulic science. He had a host 
of pumps, aqueducts, reservoirs and artificial lakes created to provide 
water to the fountains. Inspired by The Metamorphoses by Ovide, 
the spectacular Latona’s fountain illustrates the story of Latona, the 
mother of Apollo and Diana, protecting her children from the insults 
of the peasants of Lycia and pleading with Jupiter to avenge her.



Music may be seen as a melody, composi-
tion, devotion and harmony. Apart from 
its common definition, it may be presented 
as a fifth dimension, which tightens up the 
musician, the composer, the melody itself, 
the director and the audience. However, all 
the elements mentioned above will be use-
less without the craftsmen who create the 
musical instruments.

The oldest musical instrument found in 
India is the basalt lithophone, which is 
said to be 3,000 years old. From written 
manuscripts we know that in India music 
is inextricably linked with dance. As the 
birthplace of musical theater, the country 
may be proud for the folk dance rituals 
and traditional folk drums, such as gudum 
(played with elbow) and mandar. 

During the Middle Ages and the Renais-
sance many varieties of plucked instru-

ments were found in Europe. The idea of 
playing a stringed instrument with a bow 
may have originated with the horse cultures 
of Central Asia, possibly in the IX century. 
Some of them, including the domra, were 
later adopted in the Slavic territories and 
later – in Russia when the traditions of 
creation was mixed with the Eastern ideas. 

Balalaika occasionally appeared to be one 
of the oldest and most recognizable Rus-
sian musical instrument. It continues the 
traditions of the ancient Russian stringed 
plucked instrument - the domra. The 
history of domra development is quite a 
dramatic one. Firstly it was mentioned in 
documents of XVI century although earlier 
in Russia the tanbur-shaped instruments 
were used. Some references may be found 
in the church books and in manuscripts. 
Medieval professional artists called buf-
foons played domra, horns and harps and 

during the rule of Tsar Ivan the Terrible. In 
XVI century even the Amusement cham-
ber was created; it consisted of musicians 
playing domra, etc. Domra became a part 
of cultural code of the country and it was 
most widely used in Russia in the XVI- XVII 
centuries. It was used both as a solo instru-
ment, as well as in an ensemble. However, 
the churchmen did not welcome the folk 
festivities with buffoons and the satirical 
scenes with social agenda and “pagan” 
music became the opposition to church 
service. Unfortunately, 70 years later, dur-
ing the rule of Tsar Alexey Romanov, the 
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Triangle. The tale of Balalaika”
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Dubai Fountain, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
 
In a city known for its diverse attractions, this is yet another iconic site 
not to be missed by visitors. Spread across an area of 30 acres this 
choreographed fountain is one of the largest fountains in the world. It 
is located in a manmade lake in front of the world’s tallest building, the 
Burj Khalifa near the Dubai Mall. The fountain is illuminated by 6,600 
lights and 50 colour projectors. This second largest choreographed 
fountain in the world is 275 meters (902 ft) long and the water jets can 
shoot water to more than 150 meters (500 feet) in the air. The swaying 
of water is accompanied by contemporary Arabic and world music in 
the background. The fountain features five rings of water jets that can 
shoot water to a height of a 50-storied building. The jets of water also 
display various images from time to time. Quite incredibly, the central 
beam of light can be seen 20 miles away, thus making it the brightest 
point in the entire Middle East. So, if you have not already witnessed 
this beauty, the next time you visit Dubai, DO NOT miss this iconic 
fountain.

Okada Fountain, Manila, The Philippines

Okada Manila is a high-end Resort in Manila and the fountain it 
boasts is the world’s largest multicolour dancing fountain. This is 
one of the greatest attractions in the Philippines. The mesmerising 
show of artistically choreographed colourful water, light and music 
performances has been very popular ever since it was first introduced. 
Witnessing the waterjets shoot up and sway to all-time hit songs like 
“You Raise Me Up” by Josh Groban is nothing but an otherworldly 
experience. The huge lake on which the fountain is located measures 
37,464 sq.m. The Fountain has more than 2000 dazzling lights, doz-
ens of high-fidelity speakers and underwater robots; more than 700 
waterjets shoot water that rise higher than Okada Manila’s 19-storey 
building. On special events there are also projections. The fountain is 
open to the public and the performance takes place at hourly intervals 
from 6 to 10 in the night from Monday to Thursday, and until mid-
night from Friday to Sunday. 

King Fahd’s Fountain, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
 
This more than 35-years-old monument located in the middle of the 
Red Sea is a real treasure in Jeddah, the Economic and Tourism capital 
of Saudi Arabia. The fountain, constructed between 1980 and 1983 
and launched in 1985, was donated to the city by King Fahd bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, former King and Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, 
and hence the name. Also popularly known as the Jeddah Fountain, 
this fountain has the Guinness Record for being the highest fountain of 
its type in the whole world. Located on the west coast of Saudi Arabia 
in Jeddah, King Fahd’s Fountains can shoot 16 tons of water up to a 
height of 312 metres (1,023 feet) at a speed of more than 375 km/
hr above the iconic Red Sea. More than 500 spotlights illuminate the 
fountain at night making it an unforgettable sight to behold. Such is 
the height of the fountain that it is visible throughout the city of Jed-
dah. Although the beauty of the fountain is best appreciated at night, 
it is operational 24 hours of the day. 
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Giant Wild Goose Pagoda Fountains, Xian, China
 
The Big Wild Goose Buddhist Pagoda is an important attraction of 
Xi’an in the Shaanxi Province of China. The ancient Pagoda has a 
large Square which holds many records of its own. The Fountain 
and Music Show also has the longest light-belt and the largest-scale 
acoustic complex in the world. Built in 652 AD during the rule of the 
Tang Dynasty, it is regarded as a masterpiece of Buddhist architec-
ture in China. Spread over an area of 15,000 sq.m at the foot of the 
Pagoda, there is a T-shaped musical fountain, the largest musical 
fountain in Asia. It is divided into three areas, the Hundred-meter 
Waterfall Pool, Eight-level Plunge Pool and Prelude Music Pool. With 
a symphony ‘Water Phantom of Tang’ playing in the background, 
the fountain shoots waterjets displaying 22 matrix patterns like that 
of flowers, birds in flight and so on. The combined effect of water, 
music, lights, dancing patterns and colours makes the fountain look 
totally magical. 

Jet d’Eau, Geneva, Switzerland
 
Jet d’Eau, literally meaning a ‘water jet’, is a tall fountain located on 
the Geneva Lake in Geneva, Switzerland. One finds it near the harbour, 
La Rade, at the place where Lake Geneva empties into the River Rhône. 
It is one of the biggest landmarks of this Swiss city. Built (interestingly, 
by mistake) way back in 1886, the Jet d’Eau has the distinction of 
being one of the tallest fountains in the world. Originally, the fountain 
was built to control and release the excess pressure of a hydraulic plant 
at La Coulouvrenière. But soon it became a symbol of the city and this 
prompted the decision to move it to the centre of the Lake in 1951. 
This fountain is said to be the original piece on which many future 
designs of similar fountains around the world were based. A simple 
nozzle of 4-inch diameter powered by strong engine pumps can send 
500 litres of water per second shooting up 460 ft (140m) into the sky 
at 200 km/hr. Timings of operation of the fountain in summer are from 
9 am to 11 pm and in winter from 10 am to 4 pm. 

Stravinsky Fountain, Paris, France
 
La Fontaine Igor Stravinsky is an unusual entry in this list. Located 
outside the Pompidou Center in Paris it was constructed in 1983. This 
is a totally whimsical fountain with no comparison with any other in 
this list. Designed by the artists Jean Tinguely and Niki de Saint Phalle, 
this set of 16 fountains was intended to evoke the emotional as well 
as strange music of Igor Stravinsky, a Russian born music composer 
wo made it big at Hollywood. The surreal fountain reminds one of 
a circus, much like Stravinsky’s music. The entire fountain comprises 
of 16 unusual sculptures inspired by the works of Stravinsky spray-
ing water. Some of these 16 sculptures (fountains) represent the 
Firebird, the musical key of G, the Elephant, the Fox, the Serpent, the 
Frog, Life, Death, Love, the Mermaid, the Nightingale, the Heart, the 
Clown’s Hat. Nearby the fountain is a Church and a Dali mural. After 
a brief period of being closed for renovation the fountain is all set to 
be operational again in 2023.



decree of 1648 announced the prohibition 
of playing the domra. It is unlikely that any 
other musical instrument in the history of 
humanity has been subjected to such tragic 
extermination; this looks like musical inqui-
sition. It is hard to believe that not only the 
playing but even the mentioning of domra 
was withdrawn; the musical instruments 
were collected by carts, then burned, bro-
ken and destroyed on the embankment of 
the Moscow River. 

Furthermore, domra was forgotten for 
more than 200 years until the end of the 
XIX century when the talented musical 
researcher and musician V. Andreev recon-
structed a musical instrument accidentally 
found in 1896 in the Vyatka province of 
Russia.

In 1948, the first department of folk 
instruments was opened in Moscow at 
the Gnesin State Musical and Pedagogical 
Institute (nowadays known as the Gnesin 
Russian Academy of Music). With the help 
of higher professional musical education, 
the folk domra passed into academic stage, 
which took centuries for the violin, for 
example.

Balalaika was invented and distributed by 
the Russian people at the turn of the XVI- 
XVII centuries. The word «balalaika» itself 
was first mentioned in Moscow chronicles 
in 1688. In the following centuries, the 
balalaika became the most popular and 
frequently mentioned Russian musical in-
strument in written, visual and oral folklore 
sources. The word “balalaika” has a com-
mon Slavic root stem «bal» with the mean-
ing “to speak, chat” (in East Slavic dialects 
also - “to joke”), as in the words bala-
mut (troublemaker), balabol (loudmouth, 
blowhard, chatterbox), balagur (joker), 
etc. directly indicates the main purpose of 
it - to entertain and support a person in 
a good state of mind, not to let him lose 
heart. Researchers assure that the modern 
look of the Russian instrument itself finally 
took shape only at the beginning of the last 
century.

“It is believed that the first balalaikas were 
round. It is no coincidence that the domra 
was considered the predecessor of the 
balalaika. It is a tool with a rounded body. 
As a result of the prohibition of buffoon-
ery - and domra was the main instrument 

of buffoons - gradually an instrument 
with a triangular body appears in 
place of domra” - Irina Novichkova, 
senior researcher at the Russian Na-
tional Museum of Music, declares.

Initially, the balalaika had a semicircu-
lar body and a relatively long neck, but 
by the turn of the centuries, a variant 
of the balalaika with characteristic 
triangular outlines had become wide-
spread. The number of strings in the 
balalaika was different - from two to 
six. Balalaika was widespread mainly 
among the peasant and urban artisan 
population. However, there were 
known cases of using the balalaika 
in the circles of the highest Russian 
nobility, in particular, at the Emperor 
courts – such as the receptions of Pe-
ter the Great, Catherine II, Paul I and 
so on. The popularity of this instru-
ment turned out to be the widest and 
it did not weaken until the second half 
of the XX century.

Today the preservation and populari-
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Nine Floating Fountains, Osaka, Japan
 
This modernist fountain seems to float in the sky over an artificial lake 
with no connection to ground or water. However, as expected, there 
are vertical pipes connected to the hanging structure that holds the 
fountain nozzles. Designed by Californian-based Japanese American 
sculptor and landscape architect Isamu Noguchi for the Japan World 
Exposition of 1970 held in Osaka, the first World’s Fair to be hosted 
in Japan. The theme of the exposition was Progress and Harmony for 
Mankind. It was an extremely futuristic design for that time. Water is 
pumped up to the floating fountains and when the fountain is spraying 
water, the vertical pipes are invisible. The brilliance of Noguchi can be 
imagined from the way he succeeded in making the fountains seem 
like they are flying, almost like an optical illusion. Osaka is a large port 
city and commercial centre in the Japanese island of Honshu. Osaka is 
known for its vibrant night life and street food, apart from its modern 
architecture. This fountain is a ‘must see’ attraction for those visiting 
Osaka.

Banpo Moonlight Rainbow Fountain, Seoul, South Korea

This is another unique fountain, different from all others in this 
compilation. It is the world’s longest bridge fountain with a Guinness 
World Record of having 10,000 LED lights and 380 nozzles running 
along both sides of the bridge shooting out 190 tons of water per 
minute. The Banpo Bridge is 1,140m (3,740 feet) long. The fountain 
takes water directly from the Han River, 20 metres below the bridge, 
and the waterjets shoot water up to 43 meters (141 feet), not verti-
cally like most fountains, but horizontally. The fountain has been 
choreographed to move and sway with music during the fountain 
shows that take place daily during the months of April to October. 
The Moonlight Rainbow Fountain was installed on the Banpo Bridge 
in September 2009. The name comes from the rainbow-coloured wa-
ter jets that result from the colourful lights. Busan is a very large Port 
city (the second largest) of South Korea that is known for its beautiful 
beaches and Buddhist temples. 

Lotte World Musical Fountain, Busan, South Korea

In Busan, South Korea’s second largest city, one finds the world’s tallest 
indoor fountain, and interestingly enough, it is located inside a de-
partmental store. Opened in August 2010 inside the Gwangbok Lotte 
Department Store in Jung-gu, this indoor musical water fountain has 
been named in the Guinness Book of World Records. It also is one of 
the biggest tourist attractions of the city of Busan. The fountain incor-
porates the unique technology of aquagraphic water curtains. There is 
a multi-directional jet suspended 22 meters high, and the same is used 
as water curtain to make beautiful patterns and projections. There 
are two circular auqagraphic water curtains of 2 meters and 8 meters 
diameter respectively, the former inside the latter. Light, projectors, 
colours and Korean pop music combine to create a choreography onto 
the water. On the rooftop of the building is a park, the largest rooftop 
park in South Korea, that offers an aerial view of the entire city of 
Busan. 
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Crystal Head Fountain, Wattens, Austria 

This is another unique fountain located at Swarovski’s museum Crystal 
Worlds at Wattens, Austrian. It is named as the Giant Swarovski 
Crystal World Fountain. Founded in 1895 in Austria, Swarovski is a 
company that designs, manufactures and sells the world’s highest 
quality crystals and gemstones. Today the company has museums in 
many places across Austria. The interiors of the museums are covered 
with pieces of Swarovski crystals and glass. Located at the entrance to 
the Swarovski Crystal Worlds Theme Park, which features a museum, 
at Innsbruck, there is a grass-covered head fitted with a nozzle and 
two large crystal eyes. Water flows out from the mouth of this grass-
covered head. The museum spread across an area of 7.5 hectares 
of land was built in 1995 in celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
the Austrian company. The fountain was designed by Austrian artist 
Andre Heller. The structure symbolises a giant who, as per his imaina-
tion, collected the treasures from around the world.

Magic Tap fountain, Minorca, Spain

This is a somewhat quirky fountain located in Santa Galdana on the 
island of Menorca (or Minorca) in Spain. This again is like an optical 
illusion and it looks like the huge water tap is hanging in the air, but in 
reality there are pipes connecting it from the base, which get hidden 
by the flow of water when the fountain is on, thus giving the impres-
sion of a magic tap floating in the air. When a fountain of this design 
was first made public, it was hugely popular, thus resulting in similar 
fountains in many other parts of the world, like in Bahia de Cadiz in 
Spain and Ypres in Belgium. So although visiting here is not a singu-
lar experience, this is indeed a nice place for a Instagram photo. The 
simplicity of the design has also paved the way for many smaller scale 
fountains installed in houses. Minorca is one of the Balearic islands of 
Spain located on te Mediterranean Sea. While it is a lesser known one, 
two other Balearic islands, Mallorca and Ibiza, are quite famous with 
tourists from around the world.

Charybdis, a Vortex Fountain, Sunderland, UK
 
Charybdis is another unique fountain created by famous water sculp-
tor William Pye in 2000 for the Seaham Hotel and Spa, in Sunderland, 
England. The fountain is named after ‘Charybdis’, a siren in Homer’s 
Odyssey, who was hit by a thunderbolt from Zeus as a punishment 
for stealing an oxen from Hercules. The thunderbolt transformed her 
into a whirlpool. The design of this fountain is like a whirlpool. The 
fountain is located inside a cylinder of transparent acrylic body. From 
the centre of the fountain, a powerful air-core vortex rises and falls 
every fifteen minutes. This gives the impression of a whirlpool. There 
are a few stairs that allow visitors to have a closer look at the swirling 
water. The fountain is located in front of Seaham Hall but it is acces-
sible by guests and members only and is not open to the public.

The same water sculptor has also built similar sculptures influenced by 
this story by Homer in Oman and Brazil later.  
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Tunnel of Surprises Fountain, Lima, Peru
 
Located in the world’s largest fountain complex, the Túnel de las Sor-
presas (Tunnel of Surprises) is sure to leave your jaw gaping in wonder. 
Inside Peruvian capital city Lima’s Circuito Mágico del Agua (Magic 
Water Circuit), that was opened in 2007, one finds this majestic tunnel 
fountain. The Parque de la Reseva spread across an area of 19-acre 
park has a series of 13 illuminated fountains installed in it. Interest-
ingly some of these fountains, like the Maze of the Dream, are also 
interactive, unlike any other entry in this list. The Magic Water Circuit is 
a water park that was entered in the Guinness Book of World Records 
as the world’s largest water fountain complex in a public park. Getting 
inside the maze of fountains is rather tricky and has to be perfectly 
timed if you do not want to end up in the middle of a suddenly spew-
ing jet of water only to get wet. In the park one also finds a magical 
music show where spouts of water dance to music and where beauti-
ful projection and lazer lights are also used. The park is an especially 
favourite one with kids.

‘Rainman’, Florence, Italy
 
This is another quirky fountain design found in Florence in the Tuscan 
region of Italy. In a city that represents art and hosts many master-
pieces of Renaissance Art and Architecture, this fountain seems all the 
more out of the place, but interesting nonetheless. 

Locally known as L’Uomo della Pioggia, the Rainman fountain is a 
masterpiece of contemporary sculpture by the artist Jean-Michel 
Folon. It was a presented to the City of Florence as a gift before the 
Florence Social Forum held in November, 2002. It is notable both as a 
statue as well as a fountain. The statue is made of bronze and is a lit-
tle more than 3 meters (10 feet) high. A man is seen holding a stick (a 
pipe with nozzle in reality) and water comes out and falls down from 
the nozzle creating the shape of an umbrella. The rainman fountain 
sits on the crossroad between Lungarno Aldo Moro and Viale Enrico 
de’ Nicola in close proximity to the Ponte di Varlungo.

The Divers Fountain, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
 
Dubai is a city with unlimited attractions, and is thus, rightfully, a 
traveller’s dream destination. The Dubai Mall is the second largest mall 
in the world by total land area. Located at a prime location in Dubai, 
close to the iconic Burj Khalifa, this mall has more than 1,200 shops. 
It is one of the most visited buildings in the world and attracts more 
than 50 million visitors every year. In addition to the lavish shopping 
experience the mall also provides a number of entertainment options 
like the underwater aquarium, ice rink and this waterfall that is as high 
as the height of the mall and traverses across all the four stories. So it 
won’t be an exaggeration to say that the Dubai Mall is teeming with 
attractions. So whether you are a shopper or a tourist, there are end-
less things for you here. One of these attractions is the Divers Fountain. 
It is like a waterfall that features life-size fiberglass sculptures of human 
divers. The 24-metres tall fountain was designed by Singapore-based 
DPA Architects.
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The Mustangs of Las Colinas, Texas, USA
 
This is another fountain that is very different from all others in the list. 
So if you are coming here expecting high or large water sprays, like 
in most other fountains, or as a matter of fact, light, colour, sound or 
music, you will be in for disappointment. The Mustangs of Las Colinas 
is rather a set of realistic bronze sculptures of wild horses by Robert 
Glen that is located at the Williams Square in Las Colinas in Irving, 
Texas. It is one of the largest equestrian sculptures in the world. The 
sculpture was put here to commemorate the wild mustangs that were 
the historical inhabitants across the modern-day Texas region. The 
sculptures show a group of wild mustangs running through a wa-
tercourse splashing water. The water splashing effect is produced by 
small fountains strategically placed near the hooves of the mustangs. 
The fountains help create the illusion of these mustangs galloping 
across a river, a scene one would come across in this region centuries 
back.

Nacka Strand Fountain, Stockholm, Sweden
 
This is again an unusual fountain that is literally named ‘God, our 
Father, on the Rainbow’. Located in the Nacka Strand, a suburb of 
Stockholm, this is a popular attraction for tourists visiting the Swedish 
capital. The original sketch for the fountain was made by famous 20th 
century Swedish sculptor Carl Milles. It stood for God hanging stars in 
the sky during creation of the world. God is seen standing at the top of 
a huge arch and holding out a star to hang it in the sky. The arch was 
designed as half from which the water was to come out thereby form-
ing a complete arch. But, Carl Milles could not himself translate his idea 
into a fountain during his lifetime. More than 40 years after his death, 
in 1995, the same was done by American sculptor and a long-time 
assistant of Milles, Marshall M. Fredericks. The figure of God adorns the 
top of the arch. The fountain sprays water from a height of 24 meters. 
There is another figure, probably representin a human, standing at the 
base of the structure observing what is happening above.

Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara Fountain, Ancient City, Thailand
 
This fountain is related to Buddhist faith and is located in a park called 
Ancient Siam, which is also known as Samut Prakan Ancient City or 
Mueang Boran. The site of Ancient Siam, sprawling across 200 acre 
of land (in the shape of Thailand), is said to be the world’s largest out-
door museum. Constructed in 1963, it is almost like a city that boasts 
116 scaled-down replicas of Thailand’s most famous monuments and 
architectural attractions. This ancient city is located 41 kilometres 
away from the Thai capital city of Bangkok. Also to be found here is 
this beautiful and highly ornate fountain featuring the compassion-
ate and merciful bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara seated peacefully with 
his eyes closed. His throne is formed by the body of dragons whose 
heads spread equally on both sides are seen spraying the water that 
beautifully forms the fountain. In Buddhist faith, Bodhisattvas are 
future Buddhas who postpone the process of becoming Buddha in 
order to help the humanity. 
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Fountain of Alexander The Great, Skopje, Macedonia
 
Alexander the Great, also known as Alexander of Macedon or Alexan-
der the Macedonian in ancient times, was a Macedonian king (and not 
a Greek King as is the popular belief) and conqueror. As a tribute to 
its national hero, in June 2011, the Republic of Macedonia (now North 
Macedonia), one of the newest nations of Europe, erected the largest 
statue of Alexander the Great in the world as hundreds of Macedo-
nians sang the national anthem and other patriotic songs and waved 
flags. Made of bronze, this beautiful 14.5 metres (47.6 ft) tall struc-
ture is an equestrian statue of the Macedonian king riding his horse 
Bucephalus. The bronze statue rests atop a 10 metres (32.8 ft) tall 
cylindrical pedestal which sits at the centre of a large circular fountain. 
The complete structure is 24.5 meters (80 ft) in height and dominates 
the downtown square called ‘Macedonia’ of Skopje, the capital city. 
Of the 8 bronze lions around the edges of the fountain pool, 4 release 
water from their mouths. At the base of the fountain is a very large 
Macedonian mosaic.

Merlion Fountain, Singapore

The Merlion, a famous mythical creature with the head of a lion and 
the body of a fish, is the official mascot of Singapore. It is widely used 
as a symbol to represent both the country, sports teams, the culture, 
tourism and so on. One of the most famous depictions of this symbol 
of the country is a statue at the iconic Merlion Park, an important 
landmark in the city located near the Fullerton Hotel in the Central 
Business District. In the park there are actually two Merlion statues. 
The bigger one measures 8.6 meters in height and it famously spouts 
water from its mouth into the Marina Bay. The other one is a Merlion 
cub located near the first but is only 2 metres in height. The spouting 
of water is believed to be a way of preserving good luck. The spit-
ting of water is said to represent the endless spitting of money into 
the deep ocean of money – the Singapore River, where the statue 
originally stood. It was later relocated to the current location near the 
Marina Bay.

La Joute ensemble, Montreal, Canada
 
Built in 1969 and installed in the Parc Olympique as a tribute to sports, 
this fountain ensemble was a creation of Quebec artist Jean-Paul 
Riopelle, a pioneer of the Automatiste movement. The fountain is now 
located in a Square dedicated to the artist himself (called Place Jean-
Paul-Riopelle) in the Quartier international de Montréal. The ensemble 
consists of a central fountain and many bronze sculptures of freestand-
ing abstract animal and human figures inside and outside the fountain 
basin. The fountain operates for 32 minutes every hour from 7 to 11 
PM during the summer. The sequence of operation by various parts of 
the fountain is properly pre-planned and timed and is a beautiful sight 
to behold. Water jets, mist, dense cloud, dribbling of water, release of 
natural gas through water jets and light of flame to give effect of fire 
– all combine to give an ethereal feeling. The mist and cloud sequence, 
without the flame, also takes place hourly throughout the day. La 
Joute means ‘The Joust’.
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Singing Fountains in Yerevan, Armenia

This famous complex of singing and dancing fountains is located 
in Yerevan, the capital city of Armenia. The exact location of the 
fountain is in between the Republic Square and the National Gallery. 
The square is a popular place for meeting and evening strolls both 
among the locals and tourists. In Soviet times, there would also be live 
orchestra here, encouraging people to dance. From time to time there 
are exhibitions and performances which invariably end with Charles 
Aznavour’s song “Eternal Love”. The evening show with lighting, 
dancing and music lasts for 3 hours, from 8 pm to 11 pm during the 
summer months (April / May till September / October). The fountain 
and light show appeals to everyone, the young and the old, solo trav-
ellers as well as families, tourists and locals alike. The entire Republic 
Square of Yerevan is a much loved place of the locals, and for tourists 
it is all the more important because it is flanked by tourist attractions 
from all sides. The Square is a great place to spend the evenings. 

Fountains of Brindaban Gardens,  Mysuru

The Brindavan Gardens of Mysuru (erstwhile Mysore) is one of the best 
terrace gardens in the world and offers a sightseeing experience of a 
lifetime to any visitor. Located about 12km away from the city, Brinda-
van Gardens mesmerizes everyone with the opulence of art, architec-
ture, beauty and variety. Conceptualised by Sir Mirza Ismail, the then 
Diwan of Mysore, the construction of the Brindavan Gardens was com-
pleted in 1932. In designing it, inspiration was drawn from Shalimar 
Gardens of Kashmir, a garden built in the ancient Mughal style. Spread 
across an area of more than 60 acres, it is laid out in three terraces, 
and ends in a horseshoe shape. Its symmetric design, terraced gardens, 
statues, botanical park, a wide array illuminated fountains, water 
channels, ornamental trees, breath-taking lush green lawns, flourishing 
flower beds, varieties of plants and boating on the River Cauvery earns 
admiration from all. In the North Brindavan area one finds the iconic 
fountains that are famously illuminated at night with colourful lights.

Naqsh-e-Jahan Square, Isfahan, Iran
 
This square literally meaning ‘the Image of the World Square’, is the 
beating heart of Isfahan, a city in central Iran that is known for its 
Persian architecture. Constructed between 1598 and 1629 AD, this 
Square is also known as the Shah Square or Imam Square. It measures 
520 ft in width and 1,840 ft in length. The square surrounded by his-
toric buildings from the Safavid era is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
These buildings include the Shah Mosque, the Ali Qapu Palace, the 
Sheikh Lotf Allah Mosque and the Isfahan Grand Bazaar (also known 
as the Soltani bazaar, it is an impressive two-story building featuring 
rows of shops mainly selling carpets and kilim). Enclosed is a huge 
Maidan (public ground) where the people from all over the world 
met. Isfahan was an important stop along the ancient Silk Road and 
goods from all over the world were traded here. In the 20th century, 
during the reign of the last Shah of Persia, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, 
there were fountains added to the square. 



Tony Giles is a 43-year-old 
English guy who is 100 percent 
blind and 80 percent deaf, and 
yet he has already visited 128 
countries. And not just that, he 
has also tried extreme adven-
tures, from bungee jumping to 
surfing. For him, travel and life 
are so much interlinked, and he 
travels, not just for the fun of it, 
or to ‘see’ the world, but also to 
discover more and more about 
himself. Tony’s Greek partner 
Tatiana often accompanies him 
on his tours.

So while most blind people 
would spend most of their lives 
in one city, Tony has made it a 
mission of his life to travel, and 
although he cannot see places, 
he can use all the other senses. 
With a hearing aid, Tony is able 

to hear normally too. 

Tony is not blind by birth, 
although born with defect in 
his vision. As a child, he could 
see black letters on white 
paper if those letters were 4 
to 5 centimetres big. He also 
went to school and started his 
primary education before he 
completely lost his sight at the 
age of 10. He not only com-
pleted his primary school in a 
school for blind children, he 
even took up American studies 
at the university in Northamp-
ton and later moved to the 
USA for higher studies. That’s 
when he began travelling more 
and more around the world 
and travelled almost non-stop 
for six to seven years. How-
ever, for a brief period after he 

received a kidney transplant 
13 years ago, he had taken 
a break from travel. By that 
time, he had already set his 
foot on 50 countries. As soon 
as he was fit enough to fly, he 
started travelling again. 

Tony says that blind people 
must have enormous trust on 
fellow human beings. He needs 
help crossing roads, in ordering 
food, in finding seat on a bus, 
and even during withdrawing 
money. While withdrawing 
money you actually have to 
hand over your Bank card and 
the pass code to a stranger. 
But Tony says except for one 
stray incident in Senegal when 
it came close to that, he has 
never actually experienced 
someone running away with 

his card and money. Tony opines 
that although trusting strangers 
may seem naïve, when you really 
do that, you often end up mak-
ing new friends and have unex-
pected experiences. This is also 
a chance for the other person 
with vision to gain insight into 
the life of a blind person, which 
helps him be little less prejudiced 
towards disabled people.

Human beings use all their sens-
es and a combined response of 
all of our senses helps create a 
more holistic picture of what we 
are experiencing. For people like 
Tony, the sense of vision is miss-
ing, so when he walks around in 
a new place, he especially uses 
his sense of hearing and touch 
to sense the surroundings, while 
we normally use our sight. 
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Voskresenskiy Fountain, Moscow, Russia 

There are many beautiful fountains across Moscow, which decorate 
various squares. Centuries back however, they provided drinking water 
to the Muscovites. The Voskresenskiy Fountain, also known as the Four 
Horses Fountain, is located outside the underground shopping mall and 
is a more recent addition. This point marks the end of the underground 
Neglinka River which is a tributary of the Moskva River. This fountain 
created by Russian-Georgian sculptor Zurab Tsereteli was installed here 
in 1996.  It is composed of the bronze sculpture of four horses that are 
galloping in the centre of a fountain basin and spraying water in the 
process. There are other smaller sculptures around. The bronze sculp-
ture is said to signify the four seasons. Behind the horse sculptures 
there are fun water arches under which there is a walkway through 
which one can take a walk. The fountain is located near the entrance 
to the Alexander Garden near the iconic Kremlin area in Moscow. The 
sculpture of the horses is exceptionally beautiful and even when the 
fountain is not operational it attracts attention of the passers-by. 

Neptunebrunnen, Berlin, Germany

This iconic fountain is located in between the St. Mary’s Church and 
the Rotes Rathaus near the Berliner Dom or the Berlin Cathedral. 
It was originally located at the Schlossplatz but was removed from 
there in 1951. After restoration it was moved to its current location in 
1969. The fountain is 18 metres in diameter and 10 metres in height. 
Neptunbrunnen, literally meaning Neptune Fountain, was designed 
by Reinhold Begas in Baroque Revival style. Dedicated to the Roman 
god Neptune, this fountain was built in the year 1891. There is the 
statue of Neptune in the center. There are statues of four women 
around him that represent the four main rivers of Prussia of that time: 
the Elbe (with the figure holding fruits and ears of corn), Rhine (with 
the figure holding fishnet and grapes), Vistula (with the figure holding 
wooden blocks, symbols of forestry), and Oder or Odra (with the fig-
ure holding goats and animal skins). The statue is also surrounded by 
various aquatic creatures, viz., a turtle, a snake, a seal and a crocodile.

Fontaine des Mers, Paris, France

Fontaines de la Concorde are a group of two iconic early 19th century 
fountains designed by Jacques Ignace Hittorff located in the Place de la 
Concorde in the very heart of Paris. One of these fountains commemo-
rates the maritime commerce of France, and the other commemorates 
navigation and commerce on the rivers of France. These are named the 
Fontaine des Mers and the Fontaine des Fleuves. Both are identical in de-
sign. The structure is made from cast iron and sculptures are in bronze. 
The fountains are inspired by those of St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Nearby 
one also finds an iconic obelisk. Before the French Revolution of the 18th 
century architect Jacques-Ange Gabriel designed a plan for a monumen-
tal statue of Louis XV with two fountains but the plan was never carried 
out. During the French Revolution, the square was named as the Place 
de la Revolution and the guillotine was placed here. Many people were 
including King Louis XVI were beheaded here. Roughly at the same place 
as the guillotine, the fountains are now located. 
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Planetary environment promises to bring quite unusual events. Mostly those will be pleasant surprises that will happen exactly to you. 
You will receive appreciation from your team members. Friendships are especially rewarding and new feel-good connections can be 
made. 

Places to visit: Cyprus - The sizzling sun, spectacular coastlines and top quality mountain treks sums up this destination.

Darjeeling: Darjeeling is the place to be to savour unruffled luxury and to rejuvenate your sense. With jagged peaks of magnificent 
Himalayas offering spectacular panorama - you could even see the peak of Mount Kanchendzonga. 

Favourable Dates: Sep 2, 6, 11, 14, 20, 23   Favourable Colours: Blue & Yellow

The theme for achieving success in this month revolves around honing your ability to work fairly, maintain group cohesiveness or team 
spirit, and to compromise, adjust or negotiate diplomatically with others. Favorable events and tendencies will dominate in your family 
life and relationships with close people during this  month. 

Places to visit: Nile, Egypt - From the un-crowded pyramids of Giza to the empty Valley of The Kings, travelling along the Nile is delightful.

Ooty: It’s a visual delight, with pretty cottages, bijou fenced flower gardens, lush surroundings, thatched-roof churches and terraced 
botanical gardens

Favourable Dates: Sep 3, 4, 12, 13, 21, 22   Favourable Colours: Yellow & Green

This month will turn out to be a clearly positive time for you, which will be literally full to the brim with meaningful events, positives, 
and also having  conflictual situations.  Marital and conjugal life would be satisfactory. Better bonding is expected with near and dear 
ones. 

Places to visit: Northern Israel - Regions such as Galilee; a mountainous region in the north that is famous for its wine country, national 
parks and Jewish and Christian Holy Sites.

Mahabaleshwar: Mahabaleshwar offers a rejuvenating ambiance where you can savor charming views of nature at its blooming best.  

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 9, 10, 18, 19, 27   Favourable Colours: Blue & Green

This is  a highly favourable time for self employed professionals  and family business. The innovative approach and go-getter attitude 
fetches excellent returns as profits pour in continuously. Using persuasive skills, imagination and accurate assessment about existing 
trends, you can  conduct excellent business administration. 

Places to visit: Qatar - Visit the Museum of Islamic Art, the cultural village of Katara and Souq Waqif, the traditional marketplace of Qatar

Kodaikanal: Slightly foggy and pleasant weather, meandering roads, lush forests and verdant hills of this hill town are some of the 
prime attraction of this hill retreat. 

Favourable Dates: Sep 5, 7, 14, 16, 23, 25   Favourable Colours: Green & Yellow

This would be a month of hyperactivity, both on a mental and physical level as you attend to hectic work schedule, business meetings 
and conferences, social gatherings and entertainment programmes and simultaneously spinning the thinking wheels and carrying on 
the internal brainstorming non-stop. 

Places to visit: Ko Phi, Thailand – For the long, white-sand beaches, temples, night markets, festivals and sea food and for water activi-
ties like snorkelling and scuba diving.   

Shillong: This nature’s paradise has been blessed with an amazing setting of rolling hills with pine trees with waterfalls and superb climate.

Favourable Dates: Sep 2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23   Favourable Colours: Red & Yellow

This month propels you along a new path. Adventure, travel, and higher learning call to you. You are setting your sights on the future 
and aiming high. Your spirit for adventure runs high, yet you are especially busy with work obligations.  

Places to visit: Indonesia – You can enjoy elephant safari at the famous Tirta Empul temple or spend a romantic evening at the beach 
town, Kuta.

Munnar: The expansive tea plantations, verdant mountains, extensive spice and tea plantations, various tourist spots, aroma-filled air 
and picturesque locations attract tourists from all around the globe.

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22   Favourable Colours: White & Green
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Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com

An energetic month is in store for you. You want to have fun, and you might find you’re pouring a lot of energy 
into your hobbies, children, and recreation. Romance moves forward, and you’re ready to take the initiative 
when it comes to matters of the heart. 

Places to visit: Laos - You can also visit Buddhist temples, caves, waterfalls and countryside to unwind and relax

Coonoor: Enclosed by aromatic lush tea plantations; Coonoor is a famed weekend getaway from nearby places 
like Coimbatore and Ooty. This tiny tea garden town has been blessed with a pleasant weather that remains 
all through the yea

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22   Favourable Colours: White & Green

It’s an excellent period for productivity on all levels, even if the lure of chit chat with friends is strong..You are 
feeling re-motivated after some lack of enthusiasm in recent past. In personal and intimate relationships, you 
will be very warm and generous, however you may have to watch out for sudden impulses of anger. 

Places to visit: Brazil - Unrivalled natural scenery, countless beaches and an irresistible party atmosphere make 
this one of South America’s most picturesque and exciting countries.

Auli: Abundance of forestry and floral beauty makes Auli one of the best for trekking and camping during 
summers.

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 9, 10, 18, 19, 27   Favourable Colours: Blue & Yellow

It’s time to be prudent and to review your budget rather than spend. In general, collective interest in learning 
more about balance in relationships, legal rights, social skills, psychology, and soft skills can be observed. 

Places to visit: Stockholm, Sweden - The charm of its setting lies in the intermingling of land and water - the 
skerries fringing the coast, the crags rearing up from the sea, the intricate pattern of waterways encompassing 
the city.

Mount Abu: With home to over 80 exquisitely carved temples, most striking of which are the Jain Temples at 
Delwara, Nakki Lake and sun set point are treat for eyes

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 9, 10, 18, 19, 27   Favourable Colours: Blue & Yellow

It’s a time when exciting professional and travel opportunities could arise, seemingly out of the blue. Love and 
appreciation are easy to attract this month. will share your skill, expertise and time for charitable and philan-
thropic causes. 

Places to visit: Iceland - You’ll marvel at the sublime landforms of this geologically restless island, from other-
worldly glacial lakes and sheer sea cliffs to steaming hot springs and moonscape lava fields.

Dharamshala: Being the land of Dalai Lama and his entourage, the region has religion prospered in this floun-
dering Himalayan topography; much to lure foreign celebrities. 

Favourable Dates: Sep 5, 6, 14, 15, 23, 24   FavoUrable Colours: Red & Blue

This is a happy month with glad tidings, expansions and promotions, and all round growth. The time is good 
for investment purposes with chances of  excellent returns. Your mood in love is mostly adventurous, and your 
charm is quite natural now. 

Places to visit: Ireland - Ireland is a truly spellbinding place, offering a captivating mix of stirring history and 
scintillating nature; the home of epic literature, heart-tugging music, razor-sharp wit, and legendary hospitality,

Mussoorie: The urban side of the Queen sports, the Kulri Bazaar, Gandhi Chowk and Picture Palace stay buzz-
ing and lively.

Favourable Dates: Sep 1, 6, 10, 15, 19, 24   Favourable Colours: Red & Purple

You will be busy harmonising and balancing your  personal lives, relationships and partners. Some of you might 
enter into new relationships, both marital and romantic ones. Encouraging results are predicted for new busi-
ness partnerships and nascent enterprises. 

Places to visit: France - You’ll fall in love with its distinctive cities from Paris, Marseille and Lyon to Nice and Bordeaux. 

Panchmarhi: Tourism here mainly talks about rock paintings, pre-historic caves, lofty peaks, forest gorges and 
stunning waterfalls. Satpura Tiger Reserve, Handi Khoh, Dhoopgarh, Bison Lodge, Reech Garh, Irene Pool, 
Rajendra Giri to name a few.

Favourable Dates: Sep 4, 8, 13, 17, 22, 26   Favourable Colours: Yellow & Blue



Tony loves waterfalls and has visited the four largest waterfalls in the 
world: Iguazu in Argentina and Brazil, Angel Falls in Venezuela, Niagara 
Falls between the USA and Canada and Victoria Falls between Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. He says that standing at the foot or above a roaring wa-
terfall and feeling the water on your face is the best thing he knows. The 
energy is enormous, and you can really sense the forces of nature when 
all the senses are stimulated, thinks Tony Giles.

Interestingly Tony hasn’t set himself the target of visiting all countries of 
the world, but he may well become the first blind person to do so. And 
what an achievement would that be! As of now, he plans to visit the 60 
largest uninhabited islands in Denmark and in Greece.

Tony Giles hopes to inspire people with disabilities to do things that may 
seem unmanageable. For a blind person, even making a cup of coffee or 
going shopping can be a big challenge. So, he thinks if he can motivate 
them by showing that they can do much beyond they can think, it would 
give him a great satisfaction. Tony believes that most things are possible 
if you believe in yourself.

The following is an article Tony wrote for Touriosity vividly depicting his 
trip to Japan. The article beautifully captures is elation at being at the 
technologically developed country, and at the same time it also reflects 
on the difficulties blind travellers like them may face at a place that 
hardly speaks their language.

I’m Tony Giles, 43 years old and from Southwest England. I’ve been trav-
elling the world alone for over 22 years, despite being totally blind and 
partially deaf in both ears.

Cover: Feeding an elephant at the ElephantCafe, Livingstone, Zambia;

1. Standing in front of an altar inside Sri Veeramakaliamman temple, Singapore;

2. Tony in a small boat in floating market in Kalimantan, Indonesia;

3. Tony in a food shop in Singapore sniffing a sack of spice;

4. Tony holding a 1.5 metre python in El Valle de Anton in Panama;

5. Standing beside the Niger River in Bamako, Mali;

6. Tony and his girlfriend Tatiana in front of Kaminarimon Gate in Tokyo, Japan;

7. Near Salto Hacha waterfall, Canaima National Park in Venezuela;

8. Tony on Victoria Falls Bridge on the Zambia - Zimbabwe border;

9. Near a monument outside the governors palace in Boa Vista;

10. Tony at the Monument of the Pioneers, Boa Vista, Brazil.
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commodation by asking several different people and showing them the 
address of where we were staying. It worked.

We also discovered the remarkable Japanese toilets and all their com-
plicated buttons! The only downside in Japan was that whilst we found 
people very kind, polite and helpful, we feel like we didn’t really make any 
friends. We found people to be shy and quiet. I don’t know if this was 
because of the language barrier or due to the completely different culture.

Indonesia was brilliant. I spent two months there alone in 2015, island 
hopping, island flying I should rather say. It was a great experience, with 
friendly people and delicious food. (Well, apart from the fruit Durian, 
which stinks disgustingly, the flesh tastes ok though!) I loved the culture; 
the monuments in Jakarta, Indonesia’s sprawling and noisy capital, the 
many fascinating Buddhist temples of Bali (I avoided the beaches, too 
touristy for me). I Found each island different. Ambon was very Christian 
and had old Dutch forts, whereas Ternate was mainly occupied by people 
of Muslim beliefs, mountainous and volcanic, yet both islands had plenty 
of history and charming, kind people. I was hosted by lovely families and 
people everywhere I went were good. I even got to visit the famous Ko-
modo Dragons off Flores Island – my favourite of the islands I visited.

Jayapura, capital of Papua, on the west side of the island of New Guinea, 
whilst hot, was nice. Here I had my first experience of wonderful Indo-
nesian hospitality. I stayed with a great guy named Indra and his sister. 
He whizzed me to different places on his motorbike. His good friend, 
Raymond flew me up to the high mountains, to Wamena in Dalien Valley. 
There I visited traditional villages, where people danced semi-naked for 
me.

I only experienced Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore briefly, but 
each country was fascinating in their own way.
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Attempting to cross a busy road in Vietnam with 5,000 bicycles all moving at once was a challenge! 
A fellow traveller told me to go with the flow and move with the traffic and, eventually, a gap 
would open up and we’d be able to walk through. The trick is not to stop! I found the idea of an 
entire family travelling on one small bicycle or moped, ingenious! What fun that must be! Indeed, I 
rode on many a fast moped myself, being driven around smelly Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam’s largest city, 
on several city tours. The honking of horns, the towers of rubbish, the smell emanating off the Sai-
gon River, combined with the crazy traffic made for a vivid picture in my mind. Bangkok, Thailand, 
was somewhat similar, but was made even more complicated with its open drains, broken sidewalks 
and bridges. Getting around this chaotic and pulsating city blind was a huge challenge and near im-
possible without company. Luckily, I met several friendly travellers in the hostel I stayed. They walked 
the streets with me, described the colourful temples and markets. And, at one point, even stopped a 
river boat for me so I could jump aboard and experience a little of Bangkok by boat.

Turkey I’ve experienced on many occasions. I love Istanbul with its wealth of fascinating mosques, 
palaces, museums and markets. I love simply walking about and hearing the city talk all around me. 

I enjoy lounging in a Turkish café, sitting 
on a comfy pillow, sipping those small 
hot glasses of tea and hearing the world 
go by. A great way of travelling! Turk-
ish people are very charming. Everyone 
should experience Turkey once.

1. Sand Boarding in Cerro Negro volcano in 

Nicaragua;

2. Bungee jumping off the Transporter Bridge 

in Middlesbrough, UK;

3. Feeding an elephant in Livingstone, Zambia;

4. Sliding down the sand dunes on a 

deathslide in Natale, north-east Brazil;

5. Handgliding in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;

6. Riding a horse on Ometepe Island, Nicaragua;

7. Tony in a Sand Buggy in Natale, Brazil;

8. Sliding along a zip wire to a bungee jump 

platform in San Gil, Colombia;

9. Tony in Zodiac boat, departing Ushuaia, 

Argentina, World’s southernmost city.

Also:

A photo of Tony Giles and the several books 

he has autored so far. These are all available 

for purchase at Amazon.
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