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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Grete Howard, Bristol, UK;
Kuntal Ghosh, Kolkata;  
Ananya Das, Bangalore;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Tannistha Nandi, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

Illustrations By: 

Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 

A puffin, with its catch on its beak, cap-
tured during its flight.

Photo by Grete Howard, UK

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

This issue of Touriosity is dedicated to forests around the world and the 

unique avian species that inhabit them. From the lesser known birds 

that are endemic to the islands of Great Britain to the most unusual 

birds that dwell in the African savannahs, this issue provides a peek into 

the world of various winged species. The issue is more pictorial in nature 

and provides a glimpse into the beauty of the world around us. Lovers 

of the forests, travel afficionades as well as photographers, all are sure 

to like this special issue. 
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Dr. Paritosh Nandi

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Most birds are able to distinguish between colours quite well and by 
wearing very bright colours like blue or red we can scare them away. 
While visiting forests for birdwatching the best idea is to wear pale 
yellow, mute greens or shades of brown. Similarly noise is an absolute 
no. We should not chat while on the trails, make sure not to carry a 
camera with a noisy shutter and must keep our mobile phones in the 
silent mode. LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS!. 

3

Wildlife tourism is by far the most popular kind of tourism 

in this world. It accounts for a major share of revenue in 

the worldwide tourism industry. Every year a few million 

tourists travel to the forest areas of the world in search 

of various floral and faunal species. And especially as cit-

ies increasingly become devoid of trees and greenery, the 

wilderness seems to beckon us all the more. 

Forest issues of Touriosity have always been very popular 

with our readers and we have had quite a lot of them since 

the very inception more than eleven years back. This issue 

is yet another initiative from Touriosity and this time, for a 

change, we have focused only on the winged species of 

the world. Of all the different avian species found across 

the globe, we have hand-picked a few unique ones for our 

readers. 

Birdwatching is a hobby that takes many visitors to the for-

est areas and wildlife sanctuaries. However, spotting the 

avifauna is not an easy task and may require special skills. 

One has to wait for hours to sight one. Just looking for 

them would mean letting your eyes wander in order to de-

tect the slightest movement. The sounds may be minimal.  

This may put strain on your eyes and neck. Since birds need 

water, streams, ponds, lakes, fountains and other water 

bodies are excellent spots for sighting them. Birds generally move in flocks. Therefore, a good tactic to sight them is to determine 

the flocks’ direction, get ahead of them and wait for them to follow. This way we don’t disturb them and at the same time, have the 

maximum time to get some good shots.

While birdwatching, it is important to stay calm and not disturb the species. Even a noisy camera shutter or the ringing of a mobile 

phone can be a big annoyance to the tiny creatures. While travelling in groups, it is important to avoid chatting and making noise 

in the process. 

This issue of Touriosity is a rather compact one, only in terms of pages, but it contains many articles and photo features dedicated 

to the winged wonders around us. The issue has an enviable collection of photographs and articles packed with information about 

some unusual birds. With all that this issue promises to be yet another Collectors’ Copy for our readers. We are extremely thankful to 

Grete Howard from Boston, the UK, for bringing us such beautiful images of birds from various parts of the world. With the camera, 

she is a true magician. 

We hope our readers will find pleasure in turning the pages of this issue cover to cover. Please send us your feedback and sugges-

tions at ttmag.english@gmail.com. And do also feel free to write to us about your adventures and experiences around the world. 

Touriosity would be more than happy to publish your stories for the world to read.

Happy birdwatching! 

Vol 11, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2022



4 Vol 11, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2022



Phone: +91-8902035452
Mobile: +91 9836511995

E-mail: touriosity@envertgroup.com
Website: www.touriositytravel.com

                            EDITOR   Rupanjana De

           CONTENT WRITER   Sanghamitra 
      
          DESIGN DIRECTION   Rupanjana De

           ADMINISTRATION   Dr. Paritosh Nandi

      MARKETING   Himanshu Biswas

           PUBLIC RELATION   Piya Banerjee

 CIRCULATION MANAGER    Piya Banerjee
             
         TEAM TOURIOSITY   Dr. Paritosh Nandi
                                         Sanghamitra
              Tannistha Nandi
                                                             
                        LOGISTIC   Himanshu Biswas

                   ASSISTANCE   Prashanta Deb
              
 Owner, Publisher & Printer
 Afield Touriosity Pvt. Ltd
 #E, B/6, Bapujinagar,
 Kolkata - 700092, India

 E-mail : ttmag.english@gmail.com

 Distributor
 K.K. Puri News Distributors Pvt.Ltd.
 9, Decares Lane, Kolkata - 700069

5Vol 11, Issue 6, Touriosity Travelmag, November 2022

Puffins - a fascinating bird
This little bird is often called a ‘sea par-
rot’. They spend most of their lives at the 
sea, diving, swimming or resting on the 
waves. This article is about the Atlantic 
Puffin, one of the 3 varieties of puffins.

The Secretary bird
While its name always makes us curi-
ous, it as nothing to do with its charac-
teristics. This is a bird of prey endemic 
to Africa. They are known for their 
deadly eyes and strong legs.  

Travel horoscope
If you love travelling, you would prob-
ably be interested in knowing what the 
month ahead holds for you, not only in 
general but also in terms of travel. This 
horoscope will help you plan.

Birds of Africa
This is a photo feature about the most 
unusual birds found in the African 
grasslands and savannahs. Grete How-
ard has brought to our readers some 
of her best shots in this feature.
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This article is dedicated to one of the most fascinating birds 
that nature has ever created, the Puffins. While another black 
and white seabird, the penguins, reign supreme in the Southern 
Hemisphere, the coasts along the Northern Hemisphere belong to 
the Puffins. 

The Puffins, a type of seabirds, are members of the Alcidae family, 
which are more commonly known as the auks. They feed primarily 
by diving under the water. They feed on small vareties of fishes 
like the herring, hake and sand eels. Puffins are often called ‘sea 

parrots’, or ‘bottlenose’ or even as the ‘clowns of the sea’. Puffins 
fly very fast, covering about 90 km per hour and flap their wings 
about 400 times a minute. While puffins can fly very high, they 
generally fly low, often flying just above the ocean’s surface. 

Types of puffins

There are three generally accepted varieties of puffins that are 
found along the coasts of the North Pacific Ocean and the North 
Atlantic Ocean. The most common variety is the Atlantic puffin, 
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also known only as puffins. The Atlan-
tic Puffins are found along the Atlantic 
coast. The next variety is the horned 
puffin which is found along the Pacific 
coast. The third variety, the tufted 
puffin (or the crested puffin), is found 
more towards the southerly Pacific. Of 
the three varieties, the Atlantic puffin is 
the smallest in size.

A fourth variety of birds, called the 
Rhinocerous Auklet, has also been con-
firmed by recent studies to be a variety 
of the puffin bird. It is often kept out 
of the classification of puffins due to its 
unusual naming and as a result of being 
earlier classified as a part of the Auklet 
tribe of the Alcids. These birds also have 
similar broad and colourful beaks, but 
their beaks are a little smaller in size. 
They also have black upper bodies and 
orange legs. 

Physical features

An Atlantic Puffin is about 30-33 cm 

(12-13 inches) long, and it is a short-
winged and short-tailed bird. It has a 
black crown and back, white body and 
underparts, pale grey face plumage and  
a distinctively large, bright red-orange 
and grey coloured, triangular beaks 
and orange legs that contrast with it. 
In winter however the beak’s colour 
assumes a dull grey colour. It also has 
orange plates of skin around the beak 
and around the eyes. The adult male 
and female look identical, except that 
the males are usually slightly larger in 
size. Interestingly, the colourful beak 
of the bird is seen only during the 
breeding season. After the breeding 
season, the outer layer of the beak is 
shed and that’s when the dull inner 
gets revealed. The juveniles are not so 
brightly coloured.

Lifestyle

Puffins spend most of their lives at 
the sea, diving, swimming or simply 
resting on the waves. They are great 

swimmers. They can dive up to 60 metres under 
the water in search of their favourite fish. In fact, 
it would not be wrong to say that they literally ‘fly’ 
underwater to catch small fishes. A common sight 
of a puffin is during its flight with a beak full of fish. 
While diving under water it can catch as many as 10 
small fish, one after another, and then carry them to 
the nest. Atlantic puffins have spiny tongues which 
when pressed against the roof of their mouths can 
hold that many fishes without losing any during 
their flight to the shore. 

Puffin colonies

The large colonies of puffins are mostly on islands 
or seaside cliffs away from the predators. Unlike 
most birds they nest underground and raise just one 
chick at a time. They spend the autumn and winter 
seasons in the seas. They gather in colonies on 
the coasts and islands of the North Atlantic Ocean 
to breed during spring and summer. This fact has 
resulted in the naming of many islands with current 
and former breeding colonies of puffins as Puffin 
Islands. 
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Nest and breeding

Puffin pairs usually stay as couples for life. They dig a burrow 
or make a nest in the crevices among rocks in coastal cliffs or 
offshore islands in which the female lays a single egg. Both the 
parents take terms to incubate the egg and feed the new-born 
chick. The chicks mostly feed on whole fish and grow rapidly into 
a full-fledged adult size in just about 6 weeks. The new-born 
bird fattens on the fish diet and after about six weeks its parent 
desert it. The young bird then waits in the nest alone until it 
becomes thinner. Soon, when its flight feathers have grown, it 
flies out to the sea by itself. It remains in the sea for up to 5 years 
by which time it grows into an adult. It is then that they return 
to the same colony where they were born to pair up, mate and 
breed.

Threats

Shortage of fish, due to fishing activities and oil spills resulting in 
water pollution are two of the biggest challenges facing the sur-
vival of this species of birds. Another big challenge has resulted 
from global warming. Because puffins are entirely dependent 
on marine food resources, decrease in the latter due to global 
warming, has resulted in shortage of food supply for them. Their 
biggest predators are sea gulls that often snatch away puffins 
in the middle of their flight. Otherwise, puffins can live up to 20 
years.
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Where to find puffins and when

Some of the best places to sight the Alt-
antic puffins are England, Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Canada, France, 
Iceland, Russia and the Channel Islands. The 

best time and place to spot them is between 
the month of March and July, along the 
coastal areas. Lundy, an island in England is 
known as the Puffin Island as nesting of puf-
fins is the main activity that takes place there. 
Hence, it is a great place to see puffins.

Iceland has the largest population of the 
Atlantic puffins (about 10 million of them) 
and the Westmann Island in Iceland, with a 
puffin population of about 4 million, is the 
largest single puffin colony in the world. 
Hence, it is also a great place to see puffins.
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The unusual naming of the Secretary Bird 
goes back to the 19th century when these 
birds were first spotted in the savan-
nahs and grasslands of Africa. Back then, 
secretary position was held mostly by men 
and they wore tailcoats and knee-length 
pants. Pens were made from goose quills 
and often the secretaries carried these pens 
behind their ears. A first look of the bird 
gives similar impression. It has long stork-
like legs covered by feathers only up to the 
midway (that look like short pants), long, 
gray wings and tail feathers (that look like 
a tailcoat) and a few long and dark quills 
at the back of the head that look like the 
quill pens.

Secretary birds are birds of prey and are 

distant cousins of the buzzards, vultures, 
harriers and kites. What makes them dif-
ferent from these is that the secretary birds 
hunt on foot. Their long legs help them 
stay above vegetation, thus having a better 
view of potential prey. While most of the 
time these birds are sighted running on 
their foot, one should not think that they 
cannot fly. They definitely can. They build 
their nests high up in the acacia trees.

Secretary birds are native to Africa and are 
found south of the Sahara Desert. Stand-
ing between 4 to 5 feet tall, and having a 
wingspan of 6.9 feet, these birds also have 
the longest legs of any bird of prey. With 
these they cruise through the grasslands 
looking for their prey. 

They cover almost 32 kilometers in a day 
of hunting on their foot. Family of secre-
tary birds often hunt in groups, in search 
of small mammals, reptiles, birds and large 
insects. The Secretary bird is famous for its 
snake-hunting abilities. Its scientific name, 
Sagittarius serpentarius, literally means ‘the 
archer of snakes’. They can even catch and 
kill the most venomous snakes easily. The 
flapping feathers of a secretary bird often 
acts as a distraction while hunting a venom-
ous snake, which the latter tries to bite. But 
a bite on to the hollow feather doesn’t hurt 
the bird at all.

The life span of Secretary birds is generally 
10 to 15 years in the open and up to 19 
years in captivity.
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This periodwill start with peak moments. If you have been in a deep loneliness, you will suddenly and very unceremoniously see your-
selves in the middle of friends. The atmosphere at home will loosen up and there are good chances for some older misunderstandings 
about your house or other properties to be solved.

Places to visit: Agra - Be it the white marbled splendor of Taj Mahal, the revered Jama Masjid or the captivating deserted city of 
Fatehpur Sikri, it will provide unforgettable memories.

Barcelona - Gaudí’s famous structures and Picasso Museum attract art-lovers. It also as an energetic nightlife and entertainment scene.

Favourable Dates: Dec 3, 6, 12, 15, 21, 24  Favourable Colours: Red & White

You will have good financial condition and will be enthusiastic, confident and dedicated at the work-front. The area of home-related 
worries will unwind and the blocks that have prevented you from developing some projects will fade away, allowing initiative to take 
place. You’ll truly be preoccupied with love and it feels like there’s some promise in the air.

Places to visit: Rishikesh - The sacred river Ganga is truly astonishing and breathtaking which enhances the elegance of the area.

Rome - It is a can’t-miss spot on your European tour. The aroma of fresh Italian cooking wafts through alleys and historic sites sit at 
every turn.

Favourable Dates: Dec 4, 5, 13, 14, 22, 23  Favourable Colours: Blue & White

The experiences during this month will improve your managerial qualities. You will lead your team to meet your goals. This month will 
help you lay the foundations for a good professional situation, consolidate your position and build something long-term plans. You 
can hope to build a more harmonious relationship with your partner.

Places to visit: Jodhpur willprovide an opportunity for memorable desert safaris. One of the best safaris you can take in Jodhpur is a 
Bishnoi Village Safari

Venice - With an abundance of theaters, churches, historic sites and notable eateries, all types of travelers will enjoy Venice’s charms. 

Favourable Dates: Dec 3, 4, 12, 13, 21, 22  Favourable Colours: Red & Yellow

Inheritance, investments, your business flair, banks and other financial institutions will make your existence intensely colourful. Your 
hard work and efforts will increase your benefits. You will enjoy worldly pleasure, but you might behave lavishly in this duration. This 
month will be favorable for your health.

Places to visit: Simla - Chained along a 12km forested hill, the Himachal capital is a good appetite for an inspiring mountain vacation.

Tuscany - You can savor Tuscany’s rich flavors at charming restaurants in Florence, Siena and Cinque Terre, or head straight to the 
source on a winery or olive grove tour.

Favourable Dates: Dec 4, 8, 13, 17, 22, 26  Favourable Colours: Green & Blue

Professional decisions will lay on material motivations, there will be ideas for new strategies to raise income and the way you manage 
your money will become more mature, more organized. You should expect some sensual obstacles that will limit your affairs to flirts 
only, or something that will cause your erotic development. 

Places to visit: Panchgani - Surrounded by five hills of the Sahyadri hills, Panchgani is favoured for its undisputed beauty. Perfect for 
recovering and rejuvenating, the air in Panchgani is believed to have healing attributes.

Berlin - This city offers visitors a history lesson with Holocaust memorials and remnants of the Cold War.  

Favourable Dates: Dec 1, 3, 10, 12, 19, 21  Favourable Colours: White & Red

This month will bring you an ample relational opening, a period of opportunities and flourishing moments. It can help you find your 
soul mate, improve your couple life or regain your freedom if you’re in a relationship. You will get desired results if you maintain your 
zeal and passion towards your work. 

Places to visit: Birin, H.P - Set against the backdrop of the Dhauladhar Range of the Himalayas, the town is charming and endearing. 

Siberia – It is famous for rail voyage across the world famous Trans-Siberian Railway. The Trans-Siberian railroad is still the longest in 
the world.

Favourable Dates: Dec 3, 6, 12, 15, 21, 24  Favourable Colours: Yellow & Grey
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Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
mag to 
bring to our 
readers monthly 
predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
with special 
emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com

Misunderstandings clear up, situations become simpler and fantasy and creativity are replaced by lucidity and 
efficiency. Your objectives will become clear and practical. You’ll be happy to see your income grow constantly. 
Perseverance will pay off if supported by like-minded people and if you do not hesitate to ask for help when 
the need arises. 

Khajjiar - It is known for panoramic view of densely populated forests, meadows and snowy peaks of the Himalayas.

Budapest - From the multifaceted restaurant scene to the rich Jewish heritage, culture extends from nearly every 
inch of the Pearl of Danube.

Favourable Dates: Dec 2, 8, 11, 17, 20, 26  Favourable Colours: Red & Green

Your sentimental life will be touched by an electrifying gust, when everything will take the shape of intentions, 
rather than facts Unmarried persons will unexpectedly and madly have crushes. Experienced ones will behave 
quieter, but they must be prepared for a meeting, which will make them fall in love.

Places to visit: Mahabaleshwar - Surrounded by soaring peaks and picturesque valleys, is truly a heaven on 
earth.  

Cameron Highlands - Walks through lovely little villages, visits to the butterfly, strawberry, honey bee farms and 
sprawling tea plantations are all pleasurable and relaxing activities to be experienced here.

Favorable Dates : Dec 2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23 Favorable Colors : Red & Green

Your job or business will solicit you considerably, demand precise objectives and feasible strategies, impose 
limits and standards, and eat up your time, energy, and patience. You may experience short-term friendship in 
this period. Newcomers in love will have a turbulent period of reconciliation..Significant events, even challenges 
and probably, complications will tend to pile up on domestic front. 

Places to visit: This lake city of Rajasthan is truly breathtaking, and we can’t even put in words how romantic 
the sights are.

Kashan - Enormous mansions that make it easy to imagine the true meaning of luxury in Iran during the Qajar era. 

Favourable Dates: Dec 2, 9, 11, 18, 20, 27  Favourable Colours: Yellow & Green

This month willbring opportunities for your career and money and will encourage your studies, specializations, 
publishing or cultural initiatives and business and pleasure trips. Your confidence level would be high which will 
assist you to increase in your income.You might get involved in legal proceedings if you are not careful.

Places to visit: Goa - Apart from happening beaches and nightclubs in both north and south districts, Goa has a 
number of unexplored beaches, obscure caves and other secrets spots waiting to be explored.

Indonesia – Candi Borbobudur temple, Candi Prambanan temple and PuraLuhur, Uluuwatu temple for their 
unique structures and carvings.

Favourable Dates: Dec 4, 5, 13, 14, 22, 23  Favourable Colours: Blue & Green

You would have high aspirations and involvement in partnership business will increase sources of income. Your 
proficiency in your work will increase your benefits. The time will be favorable to change a job.. Your enthusiasm 
will increase because of achievements of your child, if applicable. 

Places to visit: The Valley of Flowers in Uttrakhand - The park is a true paradise for botanists and anybody else 
who loves the glory of nature. 

China – The Great Wall of China, the Terracotta Army in Xián and the Forbidden City in Beijing would be feast 
for eyes.  

Favourable Dates: Dec 4, 6, 13, 15, 22, 24  Favourable Colours: Blue & Red

Social status, work and career will be the most active life domains in December. There will be novelty andfavour-
able  occasions.The month will end most likely with all the same incredible joyful closeness that was present at 
the beginning. It is important to protect the family happiness from a third-party intervention. 

Places to visit: Uttarakhand is blessed with a bounty of rustic beauty and Auli is one of the fascinating places in 
all of Uttarakhand. 

Yorkshire in England - It encompasses some of the most beautiful historic towns and cities in England, including 
Durham, Beverley and York with its magnificent half-timbered homes and shops, 

Favourable Dates: Dec 7, 8, 16, 17, 25, 26  Favourable Colours: Yellow & White



The world is dotted with beautiful fountains, some with the most 
amazing sculpture and stunning designs, others defying gravity to 
reach incredible heights, some known for their musical tunes, other 
for their rainbow colours. In other words, these places deserve a 
visit by history and art lovers as well as travel enthusiasts. However, 
fountains were originally only meant for supply of water for daily 
necessities to people in the neighbourhood. So their design and aes-
thetics took the back seat. As cities modernised, fountains lost their 
importance as the source of water for citizens. Today, they represent 
historical monuments, things of beauty and remnants of the bygone 
era. This makes them big tourist attractions. The beauty of their struc-
tures as well as the shimmering waters leave visitors in awe. Here are 
thirty of the most famous and utterly beautiful fountains in the world 
that we thought our readers must have in their bucket list:
Fontana delle Tartarughe, Rome, Italy

The Turtle Fountain is a late Italian Renaissance-style fountain, located 

in Piazza Mattei in Sant’Angelo district of Rome. Built between 1580 and 
1588 by architect Giacomo della Porta and sculptor Taddeo Landini, it 
was meant to supply drinking water to the Romans. The fountain has a 
square basin with a circular vasque mounted on a pedestal in the center. 
There are four human heads spouting water into the basin. There are 
four bronze ephebes around the vasque of the fountain, each resting a 
foot on the head of a bronze dolphin, and one hand raised towards the 
edge of the vasque. The mouths of the dolphins also spout water into the 
conch shells surrounding the base of the fountain.
Archibald Fountain, Sydney, Australia
 
The Archibald Fountain, dating from 1932, is a true historical land-
mark. Located in the Hyde Park, in central Sydney, in New South 
Wales, Australia, the fountain is formally named as J.F. Archibald 
Memorial Fountain. The design incorporates Greek and Roman ele-
ments and features the Greek God Apollo surrounded by other mythi-
cal beings that beautifully spray water to the delight of park visitors. 

This fountain is one of the biggest attractions in the whole of the 
continent of Australia. The fountain was installed in honour of the 
association of France and Australia during the First World War. The 
design of this fountain was inspired by the classical Greek and Roman 
history, art and literature. Built of granite and bronze, this fountain is 
open 24 hours.
Fountain Of Montjuïc Palace, Barcelona, Spain
 
The Magic Fountain of the Montjuïc neighborhood located below 
the majestic Palau Nacional on the Montjuïc hill in Barcelona near 
the Plaça d’Espanya is considered to be one of the world’s largest 
fountains. The fountain was constructed for the 1929 Barcelona Inter-
national Exposition. Located in the neighbourhood of Montjuïc, this 
fountain is famous for the daily light and sound performances which 
thousands of tourists gather to witness every evening. This fountain 
located in Plaça de Carles Buïgas was constructed in 1929 and it start-
ed the evening light shows in 1980. The show is a spectacular display 
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of colour, light, motion, music and water acrobatics and is definitely a 
MUST SEE attraction of Barcelona.
The Fountain of Wealth, Suntec City, Singapore 
 
This is the world’s largest fountain as per the Guinness Book of World 
Records (inscribed in 1998). Located outside the Suntec City shopping 
mall in Singapore, this fountain covers an area of about 1,700 sq.m. 
and reaches a height of 13.8 meters (45 feet). In the evenings there is 
a laser performance that includes personalized messages displayed in 
the water screen in the middle of the cascading water.

The fountain was built in 1995 as a symbol of wealth and life based on 
the Hindu Mandala, meaning the universe. This represents the unity, 
spirit, equality and harmony of the four different races that make up 
the population of Singapore. The fountain of bronze structure has a 
circumference of 66 meters and is supported on four large slanted 
columns. At certain times of the day the fountain is switched off and 
one can walk under the main structure around a smaller fountain in 

the centre. It is said that if you circle the smaller fountain 3 times and 
touch its water, you receive good luck.
Trevi Fountain, Rome, Italy
 
At 86 feet high and 162 feet wide, the Trevi Fountain is one of the 
tallest water fountains in the world. The fountain was designed by 
arcitect Nicola Salvi and completed by Guiseppe Pannini, Alessan-
dro Galilei and many other architects. It is one of the biggest tourist 
attractions of Rome. In this iconic Baroque style fountain located in 
Piazza di Trevi in the Trevi district of Rome, the sculpture of the Sea 
God Oceanus is the central figure and the water cascades below him 
and empties into a large basin. Built in 1762 AD, the Trevi Fountain is 
also one of the oldest fountains in the world, but is still fully func-
tional even after more than 250 years. The fountain has famously 
featured in many films including Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita and 
the Three Coins in the Fountain. There are a lot of superstitions as-
sociated with tossing coins into the fountain and this has resulted in 

an estimated 3,000 euros a day in coins being tossed into the fountain 
every day even now. 
The Buckingham Fountain, Chicago, United States
 
Another beautiful, and one of the world’s largest fountains, this one 
is situated in the centre of Grant Park in Chicago in the United States. 
Opened in the year 1927, this fountain is not to be linked with the 
more famous palace of the same name were the British monarch 
resides. The name of the fountain comes from philanthropist Kate S. 
Buckingham who dedicated it to her brother and is hence, also known 
as the Clarence Buckingham Memorial Fountain. Built in the impressive 
rococo wedding cake style design, this fountain is said to be inspired 
by the the Bassin De Latone fountain at the Palace of Versailles in 
France. This fountain features 134 water jets that can shoot water 
to a height of more than 150 feet. There is a major water display for 
20 minutes every hour for visitors. An incredible piece of information 
about it is that in a single minute the fountain sprays out more than 
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15,000 gallons of water. The fountain is a thing to behold between 8 
in the morning and 11 at night.
Friendship of Nations Fountain, Moscow, Russia
 
In a city of extraordinary structures and tourist attractions, one of the 
most stunning landmarks is the Friendship of Nations Fountain that 
displays 16 bronze and gold-plated statutes of women that represent 
the 15 former member nations of the of erstwhile Soviet Union, viz., 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Armenia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Moldova, 
Georgia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kirghizstan, Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan. The 16th statue represents Karelia or the Karelo-
Finnish SSR which existed as independent nation from 1940 until it 
was incorporated back into Russia in 1956. The fountain represents 
the national identity of all these former SSRs to the Soviet people and 
the world. The majestic fountain is located in the plaza within the 
larger All-Russian Exhibition Centre. There are a total of 800 water 
jets. The statues representing each former SSR is adorned in the 

national costume of their country. This is one of the top attractions in 
the Russian capital.
Bellagio Fountains, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA
 
This fountain located in Las Vegas is one of the tallest fountains in the 
world and also one of the world’s first luxury fountain to be ever built. 
When opened in 1998, it was also the largest fountain in the world. 
Located on the Las Vegas casino’s 8-acre lake in front of the Bellagio 
Hotel, this beautifully choreographed fountain entertains people with 
spectacular performance all round the year. The light, music and colour 
show brings in front of the visitors a never-to-be-forgotten experience 
every 15 to 30 minutes. The colours also change depending on the 
day, holiday or event. The show timings are from 3 in the afternoon till 
midnight every day. The fountain that can shoot water to the height 
of a 24-story building (460 ft) comprises of 1,214 water jets, 8,000 
meters of pipe and 4,500 lights. The amount of water in the air at 
any moment when the fountain is operating is 77,284 liters (20,416 

gallons). The fountain was famously shown in the ollywood movie 
Ocean’s Eleven. 
Palace of Versailles, Versailles, France
 
Fountains are an important part of French gardens, and Versailles is 
no exception. The opulent palace complex spread across 2,000 acres 
boasts a number of 17th century fountains, located in the Petit Parc, 
and these include the Flora Fountain, the Ceres Fountain, the Bacchus 
Fountain, the Saturn Fountain, the Fountains of the Fight of Animals, 
Dragon Fountain, Neptune Fountain, Latona’s Fountain and Apollo’s 
Fountain. In the 17th century the knowledge of hydraulics had not 
developed much and hence bringing water to the Palace of Versailles 
was a big challenge. Louis XIV’s desire to have the many fountains 
therefore led to the development of hydraulic science. He had a host 
of pumps, aqueducts, reservoirs and artificial lakes created to provide 
water to the fountains. Inspired by The Metamorphoses by Ovide, 
the spectacular Latona’s fountain illustrates the story of Latona, the 
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Tony Giles is a 43-year-old 
English guy who is 100 percent 
blind and 80 percent deaf, and 
yet he has already visited 128 
countries. And not just that, he 
has also tried extreme adven-
tures, from bungee jumping to 
surfing. For him, travel and life 
are so much interlinked, and he 
travels, not just for the fun of it, 
or to ‘see’ the world, but also to 
discover more and more about 
himself. Tony’s Greek partner 
Tatiana often accompanies him 
on his tours.

So while most blind people 
would spend most of their lives 
in one city, Tony has made it a 
mission of his life to travel, and 
although he cannot see places, 
he can use all the other senses. 
With a hearing aid, Tony is able 

to hear normally too. 

Tony is not blind by birth, 
although born with defect in 
his vision. As a child, he could 
see black letters on white 
paper if those letters were 4 
to 5 centimetres big. He also 
went to school and started his 
primary education before he 
completely lost his sight at the 
age of 10. He not only com-
pleted his primary school in a 
school for blind children, he 
even took up American studies 
at the university in Northamp-
ton and later moved to the 
USA for higher studies. That’s 
when he began travelling more 
and more around the world 
and travelled almost non-stop 
for six to seven years. How-
ever, for a brief period after he 

received a kidney transplant 
13 years ago, he had taken 
a break from travel. By that 
time, he had already set his 
foot on 50 countries. As soon 
as he was fit enough to fly, he 
started travelling again. 

Tony says that blind people 
must have enormous trust on 
fellow human beings. He needs 
help crossing roads, in ordering 
food, in finding seat on a bus, 
and even during withdrawing 
money. While withdrawing 
money you actually have to 
hand over your Bank card and 
the pass code to a stranger. 
But Tony says except for one 
stray incident in Senegal when 
it came close to that, he has 
never actually experienced 
someone running away with 

his card and money. Tony opines 
that although trusting strangers 
may seem naïve, when you really 
do that, you often end up mak-
ing new friends and have unex-
pected experiences. This is also 
a chance for the other person 
with vision to gain insight into 
the life of a blind person, which 
helps him be little less prejudiced 
towards disabled people.

Human beings use all their sens-
es and a combined response of 
all of our senses helps create a 
more holistic picture of what we 
are experiencing. For people like 
Tony, the sense of vision is miss-
ing, so when he walks around in 
a new place, he especially uses 
his sense of hearing and touch 
to sense the surroundings, while 
we normally use our sight. 

Voskresenskiy Fountain, Moscow, Russia 

There are many beautiful fountains across Moscow, which decorate 
various squares. Centuries back however, they provided drinking water 
to the Muscovites. The Voskresenskiy Fountain, also known as the Four 
Horses Fountain, is located outside the underground shopping mall and 
is a more recent addition. This point marks the end of the underground 
Neglinka River which is a tributary of the Moskva River. This fountain 
created by Russian-Georgian sculptor Zurab Tsereteli was installed here 
in 1996.  It is composed of the bronze sculpture of four horses that are 
galloping in the centre of a fountain basin and spraying water in the 
process. There are other smaller sculptures around. The bronze sculp-
ture is said to signify the four seasons. Behind the horse sculptures 
there are fun water arches under which there is a walkway through 
which one can take a walk. The fountain is located near the entrance 
to the Alexander Garden near the iconic Kremlin area in Moscow. The 
sculpture of the horses is exceptionally beautiful and even when the 
fountain is not operational it attracts attention of the passers-by. 

Neptunebrunnen, Berlin, Germany

This iconic fountain is located in between the St. Mary’s Church and 
the Rotes Rathaus near the Berliner Dom or the Berlin Cathedral. 
It was originally located at the Schlossplatz but was removed from 
there in 1951. After restoration it was moved to its current location in 
1969. The fountain is 18 metres in diameter and 10 metres in height. 
Neptunbrunnen, literally meaning Neptune Fountain, was designed 
by Reinhold Begas in Baroque Revival style. Dedicated to the Roman 
god Neptune, this fountain was built in the year 1891. There is the 
statue of Neptune in the center. There are statues of four women 
around him that represent the four main rivers of Prussia of that time: 
the Elbe (with the figure holding fruits and ears of corn), Rhine (with 
the figure holding fishnet and grapes), Vistula (with the figure holding 
wooden blocks, symbols of forestry), and Oder or Odra (with the fig-
ure holding goats and animal skins). The statue is also surrounded by 
various aquatic creatures, viz., a turtle, a snake, a seal and a crocodile.

Fontaine des Mers, Paris, France

Fontaines de la Concorde are a group of two iconic early 19th century 
fountains designed by Jacques Ignace Hittorff located in the Place de la 
Concorde in the very heart of Paris. One of these fountains commemo-
rates the maritime commerce of France, and the other commemorates 
navigation and commerce on the rivers of France. These are named the 
Fontaine des Mers and the Fontaine des Fleuves. Both are identical in de-
sign. The structure is made from cast iron and sculptures are in bronze. 
The fountains are inspired by those of St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Nearby 
one also finds an iconic obelisk. Before the French Revolution of the 18th 
century architect Jacques-Ange Gabriel designed a plan for a monumen-
tal statue of Louis XV with two fountains but the plan was never carried 
out. During the French Revolution, the square was named as the Place 
de la Revolution and the guillotine was placed here. Many people were 
including King Louis XVI were beheaded here. Roughly at the same place 
as the guillotine, the fountains are now located. 
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Tony loves waterfalls and has visited the four largest waterfalls in the 
world: Iguazu in Argentina and Brazil, Angel Falls in Venezuela, Niagara 
Falls between the USA and Canada and Victoria Falls between Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. He says that standing at the foot or above a roaring wa-
terfall and feeling the water on your face is the best thing he knows. The 
energy is enormous, and you can really sense the forces of nature when 
all the senses are stimulated, thinks Tony Giles.

Interestingly Tony hasn’t set himself the target of visiting all countries of 
the world, but he may well become the first blind person to do so. And 
what an achievement would that be! As of now, he plans to visit the 60 
largest uninhabited islands in Denmark and in Greece.

Tony Giles hopes to inspire people with disabilities to do things that may 
seem unmanageable. For a blind person, even making a cup of coffee or 
going shopping can be a big challenge. So, he thinks if he can motivate 
them by showing that they can do much beyond they can think, it would 
give him a great satisfaction. Tony believes that most things are possible 
if you believe in yourself.

The following is an article Tony wrote for Touriosity vividly depicting his 
trip to Japan. The article beautifully captures is elation at being at the 
technologically developed country, and at the same time it also reflects 
on the difficulties blind travellers like them may face at a place that 
hardly speaks their language.

I’m Tony Giles, 43 years old and from Southwest England. I’ve been trav-
elling the world alone for over 22 years, despite being totally blind and 
partially deaf in both ears.

Cover: Feeding an elephant at the ElephantCafe, Livingstone, Zambia;

1. Standing in front of an altar inside Sri Veeramakaliamman temple, Singapore;

2. Tony in a small boat in floating market in Kalimantan, Indonesia;

3. Tony in a food shop in Singapore sniffing a sack of spice;

4. Tony holding a 1.5 metre python in El Valle de Anton in Panama;

5. Standing beside the Niger River in Bamako, Mali;

6. Tony and his girlfriend Tatiana in front of Kaminarimon Gate in Tokyo, Japan;

7. Near Salto Hacha waterfall, Canaima National Park in Venezuela;

8. Tony on Victoria Falls Bridge on the Zambia - Zimbabwe border;

9. Near a monument outside the governors palace in Boa Vista;

10. Tony at the Monument of the Pioneers, Boa Vista, Brazil.
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commodation by asking several different people and showing them the 
address of where we were staying. It worked.

We also discovered the remarkable Japanese toilets and all their com-
plicated buttons! The only downside in Japan was that whilst we found 
people very kind, polite and helpful, we feel like we didn’t really make any 
friends. We found people to be shy and quiet. I don’t know if this was 
because of the language barrier or due to the completely different culture.

Indonesia was brilliant. I spent two months there alone in 2015, island 
hopping, island flying I should rather say. It was a great experience, with 
friendly people and delicious food. (Well, apart from the fruit Durian, 
which stinks disgustingly, the flesh tastes ok though!) I loved the culture; 
the monuments in Jakarta, Indonesia’s sprawling and noisy capital, the 
many fascinating Buddhist temples of Bali (I avoided the beaches, too 
touristy for me). I Found each island different. Ambon was very Christian 
and had old Dutch forts, whereas Ternate was mainly occupied by people 
of Muslim beliefs, mountainous and volcanic, yet both islands had plenty 
of history and charming, kind people. I was hosted by lovely families and 
people everywhere I went were good. I even got to visit the famous Ko-
modo Dragons off Flores Island – my favourite of the islands I visited.

Jayapura, capital of Papua, on the west side of the island of New Guinea, 
whilst hot, was nice. Here I had my first experience of wonderful Indo-
nesian hospitality. I stayed with a great guy named Indra and his sister. 
He whizzed me to different places on his motorbike. His good friend, 
Raymond flew me up to the high mountains, to Wamena in Dalien Valley. 
There I visited traditional villages, where people danced semi-naked for 
me.

I only experienced Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore briefly, but 
each country was fascinating in their own way.
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Attempting to cross a busy road in Vietnam with 5,000 bicycles all moving at once was a challenge! 
A fellow traveller told me to go with the flow and move with the traffic and, eventually, a gap 
would open up and we’d be able to walk through. The trick is not to stop! I found the idea of an 
entire family travelling on one small bicycle or moped, ingenious! What fun that must be! Indeed, I 
rode on many a fast moped myself, being driven around smelly Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam’s largest city, 
on several city tours. The honking of horns, the towers of rubbish, the smell emanating off the Sai-
gon River, combined with the crazy traffic made for a vivid picture in my mind. Bangkok, Thailand, 
was somewhat similar, but was made even more complicated with its open drains, broken sidewalks 
and bridges. Getting around this chaotic and pulsating city blind was a huge challenge and near im-
possible without company. Luckily, I met several friendly travellers in the hostel I stayed. They walked 
the streets with me, described the colourful temples and markets. And, at one point, even stopped a 
river boat for me so I could jump aboard and experience a little of Bangkok by boat.

Turkey I’ve experienced on many occasions. I love Istanbul with its wealth of fascinating mosques, 
palaces, museums and markets. I love simply walking about and hearing the city talk all around me. 

I enjoy lounging in a Turkish café, sitting 
on a comfy pillow, sipping those small 
hot glasses of tea and hearing the world 
go by. A great way of travelling! Turk-
ish people are very charming. Everyone 
should experience Turkey once.

1. Sand Boarding in Cerro Negro volcano in 

Nicaragua;

2. Bungee jumping off the Transporter Bridge 

in Middlesbrough, UK;

3. Feeding an elephant in Livingstone, Zambia;

4. Sliding down the sand dunes on a 

deathslide in Natale, north-east Brazil;

5. Handgliding in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;

6. Riding a horse on Ometepe Island, Nicaragua;

7. Tony in a Sand Buggy in Natale, Brazil;

8. Sliding along a zip wire to a bungee jump 

platform in San Gil, Colombia;

9. Tony in Zodiac boat, departing Ushuaia, 

Argentina, World’s southernmost city.

Also:

A photo of Tony Giles and the several books 

he has autored so far. These are all available 

for purchase at Amazon.
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