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Dear Reader, 
           
If you would like to share your memo-
rable experiences with us, please feel 
free to contact us with your write ups, 
articles, anecdotes, photos and others. 
Good pictures will be acknowledged 
and published in the Reader’s Click 
section. For the Travel Humour section, 
you can send us any travel related funny 
photos or sketches.
                 
For more about us, visit our website: 
www.touriositytravel.com and 
www.thetouriosity.com
           
Send us your feedback at:
touriosity2012@gmail.com or
ttmag.english@gmail.com

Photo Contributors:

Anjali Tiwari, Mumbai;
Dr Paritosh Nandi, Kolkata;
Sanghamitra, Kolkata;
Rupanjana De, Kolkata;

Illustrations By: 

Joaquin Gonzalez Dorao, Spain; 

COVER PHOTO: 

The view of a canal in Stockholm
Sweden

Photo by 

Sanghamitra, Kolkata

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles are solely those of the writers and 
contributors. Touriosity Travelmag is not 
responsible for any personal views ex-
pressed by the authors or contributors.

Historically, waterways have played an important role in transpor-
tation of goods and trading between regions. As a result some cities 
around the world had a very developed canal system. Even today one 
can find many such beautiful cities with gorgeous canals at the very 
heart of them. While cities like Venice, Amsterdam and Hamburg are 
quite known the world over for their beautiful canals, there are others 
scattered across the globe that also abode a network of canals. This is-
sue of Touriosity is dedicated to these arterial waterways that bind the 
regions of the Earth together.  
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Rupanjana De

AN APPEAL TO TOURISTS

Waterbodies must be maintained clean and free 
of pollution. While taking boat trips across canal 
cities we must refrain from throwing garbage on 
the water and remember to bring back our trash 
with us. LET’S BE RESPONSIBLE TOURISTS. 
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Historically waterways have played a very important role both in transportation 

of people and of goods. They have facilitated trade between cities and hence 

helped in economic development of various regions around the world. As a 

result some cities around the world had a well developed canal system. Even 

today one finds many such beautiful cities with gorgeous canals on the very 

heart of them. 

Canal tourism is popular in some cities of the world. Personally, I have a great 

liking for waterways and love to take boat trips; in fact experimenting with dif-

ferent types of boat also brings me great pleasure. I am sure the same is the 

case with many of our adventure loving readers as well. I have a strong belief 

that if there were to be fairy-tale like vacations, holidays in the picture perfect 

canal cities would have surely taken the crown for it. There’s a certain peace and 

tranquility associated with it.

The canals, bridges and gondolas of Venice are generally the first images to pop 

up in our minds at the very mention of canals. Many people, including the travel 

enthusiasts, even do not know that there exists other canal cities around the 

world too. It’s a pity, but it is the reality. 

Each canal city has a charm of its own. Some of them are known for their cas-

tles, riverfront palaces or palazzos, some for the medieval buildings or churches, 

others for gardens, Chinese pagodas, lakes and architecturally splendid bridges. 

Some canal cities provide tours in boats, gondolas, catamarans or even water-

buses. In others the only way to enjoy the beauty of the waterways is to look 

at them from the bridges. However, if possible, navigating the canals is defi-

nitely the best way of seeing the city, and hence, such tours, wherever available, 

shouldn’t be missed.

While there is only one Venice, due to its sheer popularity as a canal city, other 

cities of the world that also have their own canal systems as an integral part of their life and culture, are traditionally, often named 

after Venice. These canal cities may be lesser-known, but they surely have all that beauty and amenities that it takes to make them 

as beautiful and as popular as Venice. So, in this issue we decided to go beyond just Venice, Birmingham or Amsterdam, the obvious 

options for canal tourism. We have brought to our readers 15 spectacular canal cities from four continents across the globe. Each 

one of them has something unique to offer. So for those tourists who love canals or those who want to navigate on them like one 

dreams of doing in Venice, and yet avoid the crowding and over-tourism that the latter is infamous for, the best option is to go for 

any of the other canal cities covered in this issue instead. Some of these cities have been built around canals, in some others canals 

were dug up manually for a variety of reasons.

The COVID-19 situation in the country is further improving and the 3rd wave seems to be receding. I sincerely hope this is the end 

of the pandemic. I urge our readers not to take hasty travel decisions just yet, although the news of borders finally opening and 

international flight services resuming is a great respite after almost two years of life in shakles and behind doors. I wish everyone a 

healthy and happy year ahead.

We hope our readers will find the issue interesting and enchanting. Please do send us your feedback at ttmag.english@gmail.com. 

Happy sailing!
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To make your reading through TOURIOSITY 
TRAVELMAG better, here’s presenting a quick 
glance at the various sections and features in 
the magazine.

DESTINATION
It introduces the readers to various destinations 
in India with an emphasis on at least one desti-

nation from each region. It provides an in-depth informa-
tion on the locations. In addition, there is also handy tour-
ist information to help our readers plan ahead of trips.

AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
A travelling artist makes it to faraway lands 
and brings memories in the form of impressive 

water colour paintings. This section is a visual treat and 
interesting to read at the same time. 

FEATURE
Here we bring to our readers an article based 
on the theme of the issue not necessarily focus-

sing on travelling or travel information. 

MEMOIRS OF A BACKPACKER
A new adventure every time in an entirely new 
place across the globe by a solo female back-

packer. We follow the locals she meets, the unusual things 
she comes across, the surprises she gets and the problems 
she faces in her journeys with a backpack across the world.

TRAVELOGUE
In this section we bring travel experiences of one of 
our readers from popular places around the world. 

PHOTO TRAVELOGUE
Here we bring to our readers a travelogue in 
photos.

GLOBETROTTER’S DIARY 
This section explores the world of a globetrot-
ter, whose passion is to travel, travel and travel 

more. It brings to readers unique facts and information 
from remote corners of the world. 

PHOTO FEATURE
In photo feature, we cover the theme of a particu-
lar issue in photographs from one of our readers. 

SNAPSHOT 
This section is an ideal one for quick browsing. 
It provides interesting information from across 

the globe with a focus on the theme of the issue.

AT A GLANCE 
A quick look at a destination. Here, we bring 
to our readers locations from the lesser beaten 

paths in otherwise popular touristy regions.

POINT OF VIEW
Here we bring to our readers useful articles 
with offbeat content. The idea is to give you 

the stimulus for thinking. It covers important issues that 
are in some way connected to travel and tourism.

ADVENTURE
We present here stories of unique adventures 
undertaken by our readers in some part of the 

world with a focus on the issue theme.

MOUNTAINEERING / TREKKING
This section focuses solely on trekking and 
mountaineering adventures across the world.

COUNTRYSCAPE / CITYSCAPE
Here we introduce a new country / city each 
time. We bring to our readers facts and photos 

of people, culture, locales, tourist places, food and tradi-
tions of a country / city. Our aim is to take our readers on 
a magical journey of an unseen land. 

Turkmenistan

With 90% of its work force employed by 
the government and only 1% of the 
population having access to internet, 
Turkmenistan is an unusual country 
with very unique rules and restrictions. 

Yet, there are no dearth of attractions 
for visitors. From beautiful architecture, 

history, good food to a hole in the desert that is 
burning continuously for more than 50 years, the country 

has a diversity that is difficult to find elsewhere. This article 
by Grete Howard brings many unknown facts to readers.

Oman

Unlike other Middle Eastern countries, 
the cities of Oman are not filled only 
with skyscrapers. The country has 
been able to maintain its culture, 
traditions and heritage and glimpses 
of the same are visible everywhere one 
goes. Side by side with old architecture 
that provide a glimpse of the country’s seafar-
ing past, modern-day living co-exists in Oman making 
it a unique country to visit. Photos by Grete Howard. 

Siberia

Siberia is the Asian part of Russian  and 
covers 75% of the total area of this 
largest country of the world. Siberia 
shares land borders with Kazakh-
stan, Mongolia and China and mari-
time border with Japan in the North 

Pacific Ocean and the United States 
along the Bering Strait. In this Photo 

Feature Zaur Karamyzov brings to our readers 
glimpses from this rather lesser known region of Asia. 

Yemen

Yemen is the southernmost country of 
the Arab world and shares maritime 
borders with Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea 
and Somaliland in Africa. The country 
is home to UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites and provides glimpses of an old 
world. Scattered all across it are pal-
aces abandoned two centuries back. Pho-
tos by Grete Howard bring alive this country 
that is otherwise a rather unusual choice for visitors.
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Touroscope

Here’s the unique travel Horoscope that 
Touriosity brings to its readers every month. 
Get to know what life holds for you in the 
coming month as well as the best days and 
places to travel to based on the planetary 
positions.

Canal cities of the world

There are some really stunning canal cities 
around the world that offer unparalleled 
travel experience to visitors. From gondolas 
in Venice and floating markets in Can Tho 
to putting up in a houseboat in Alleppey in 
Kerala, there is a whole variety of attractions 

to tick off. This article lists the top 15 canal cities of the world.

Artist’s Impression of Venice

Venice is situated on a group of 118 is-
lands separated by 170 canals that are 
connected by 400 architecturally stun-
ning foot bridges. It will not be an exag-
geration to say that it is the most beauti-
ful canal city on the planet. In this article, 
through his brushstrokes a watercolour artist seeks to bring alive the 
canal city while at the same time narrating his travel experience there. 
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Hamburg, Germany

Despite being located more than 100 km 
away from the North Sea, Hamburg is an 
important port city and is home to the 
country’s largest and Europe’s second larg-
est port (after Rotterdam in the Nether-
lands) and the fourth largest one in the 
world in terms of area. 

The second largest German city after Berlin, 
both in area and by population, and the 
eighth largest city in the European Union, 
Hamburg is a unique blend of the old and 
the new. It has the largest port in Germany 
and is home to the maximum number 
of canals and bridges in the world. As 
compared to about 400 bridges in Venice, 
Hamburg has approximately 2500 bridges 
crossing its waterways. This gives us an 
idea about the innumerable number of 
canals that crisscross this second largest 
German city. Hamburg famously has more 
canals than those in Amsterdam and Venice 

combined. Like the Venetians, the people 
of Hamburg are very proud of their canals 
and bridges. Life in the city revolves round 
its waterways.

Hamburg lies on the banks of three rivers, 
the Elbe (that resulted in the city becoming 
one of the most major ports in Europe), the 
River Alster and the River Bille. However the 
latter two are in fact tributaries of the Elbe. 
The Alster is the second most important 
river of Hamburg after the Elbe. The Alster 
flowing through the city were dammed 
resulting in two artificial lakes, the Außenal-
ster (Outer Alster) and the smaller one, the 
Binnenalster (Inner Alster). The Binnenalster 
was later cut shorter to form the Kleine 
Alster later. The lakes located in the heart 
of the city are major parts of the cityscape 
of Hamburg today and provide beautiful 
recreational parks around. 

The Alster is crossed by a number of bridg-
es. A stretch of 9 km of the river is naviga-

ble and there are ferries that take tourists 
from the city center through residential and 
beautiful neighbourhoods across the city. 
The water of the river is relatively clean and 
rowing across it is a euphoric experience, 
an absolute must for visitors in the city. The 
tour presents spectacular views of the Ham-
burg skyline with copper church spires that 
have adopted a green colour over the years 
and beautiful bungalows along the canals. 
Fairytale-like bridges also come to sight and 
passing underneath them almost brings out 
the child in you. 

1. The Bridge of Sighs in Venice;

2. A typical canal in the commercial district of 

Hamburg;

3. The historic Speicherstadt area of Hamburg 

with its canals;

4. The beautiful Feenteichbrücke dating from 

1884 AD;

5. The Ellerntorsbrücke bridge in Hamburg city 

built in 1668 AD.
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Amsterdam, Netherlands

Called Gracht in Dutch (Plural: grachten), 
canals have historically been the lifeline of 
Dutch and Flemish cities. Apart from drain-
age and sewerage systems, these have also 
been used for water supply and transpor-
tation. Naturally the Dutch capital city of 
Amsterdam has 160 grachten with a total 
length of more than 100 kms, as many as 
90 islands and 1,500 bridges (including 
eight wooden bascule bridges). The small 
bridges on the canals look like beautiful 
illustrations from fairytale books. 

Of the four main grachts one finds in the 

city, Singel is the oldest and dates back to 
the Middle Ages (16th century) and the 
other three, being Prinsengracht, Keisers-
gracht and Herengracht, were dug as early 
as the 17th century. They form concentric 
belts around the city and the area they 
cover is called the Grachtengordel. The 
Canal belt is home to more than 1,500 
historic buildings. In 2010 the Canal Belt 
was inscribed in the UNESCO World Herit-
age Site list. 

Amsterdam is the main cultural centre 
of the Netherlands. It is also known for a 
plethora of museums, a huge flower mar-
ket, its food, the Anne Frank House and 
the historic city centre. The Anne Frank 
Huis (Anne Frank House) is located by the 
side of the Prinsengracht canal and is a 
‘must visit’ destination for tourists to the 
city. The Rijksmuseum and the Van Gogh 
Museums have a beautiful collection of 
art. The Dam Square is another great place 
to spend time in. Its greatest landmark is 

the 17th century royal palace called the 
Koninklijk Paleis. The Nieuwe Kerk, the 
Westerkerk, the 14th century Oude Kerk 
and Madame Tussauds Wax Museum are 
other important places to check out. For 
upscale boutiques and restaurants one 
may visit the Jordaan neighbourhood. 
On saturday mornings one may visit the 
Lindengracht Canal to buy local crafts, 
produces, flowers and more.

Amsterdam is famous for its canals, and 
not just canals, they are real beauty to 
look at. Taking a stroll along the canals is a 
pleasant experience. Most of the beautiful 
houses lining the Prinsengracht, Keisers-
gracht, Herengracht and Singel canals date 
back to the 17th century. While strolling 
along by the side of the waterways one 
can notice boats on the canals filled with 
tourists busy merrymaking, singing, danc-
ing and drinking. Because of its beautiful 
canals Amsterdam is also often referred to 
as the ‘Venice of the North’.

Photos:

Various canals in Amsterdam, boats plying on 

them, shops and residential houses (including 

gabled houses from the medieval times) along 

the canals and an artist’s impression of the ca-

nals of the Dutch capital city of Amsterdam.
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Stockholm, Sweden

Stockholm, the capital city of Sweden, is the country’s largest city 
and the largest and most populated urban area in all of Scandina-
via. The city was built in the year 1000 by the Vikings; today it is a 
bustling metropolis. 

The city is famously built on 14 islands in the Lake Mälaren which 
are connected by about 57 intricately decorated bridges. A third 
of the city is composed of water. The canals that connect the 
islands can be crossed by boat or ferry and canal tour of the city 
is quite popular with tourists. Outside the urban area of the city is 
the Stockholm archipelago consisting of about 30,000 small and 
large islands on the Baltic Sea.

Due to its wide network of beautiful canals, Stockholm is often 
also referred to as the ‘Venice of the North’. Boating is a great way 
to explore the city. One may take a boat tour around the city to en-
joy the splendid views of Kungliga Slottet (the Royal Palace), Gamla 
Stan (the old town), and a variety of art galleries and museums, 
including the Vasa Museum. There are also canal-side beaches like 
the Rålambshovsparken which is popular with families for picnics.

One of the popular canal tours of the city starts from Strömkajen 
in central Stockholm and takes the tourists along the posh neigh-
bourhood of Södermalm and Slussen and then the Djurgården 
Island (home to the famous Vasa Museum). During the hour-long 
tour along the canal across the various islands one can see many 
historical buildings, museums as well as parks. From the boat one 

can also catch a glimpse of the Stockholm skyline. Certain views of 
the city are only possible from water and hence a trip to the city can 
never be complete without a canal tour. 

During winter, the canals of the city freeze and offer a great opportu-
nity to the locals for skating.

Alleppey, Kerala, India

The Indian state of Kerala is known for many things, one of these 
being its backwaters. These are a 1500-km-long series of lakes con-
nected by a network of canals throughout the state. Putting up and 
travelling on these canals in house boats is one of the most sought 
after activities for tourists in Kerala. For visitors, it is also possible to 
hire speed boats to cruise through the canals. During the tours visi-
tors get to have a glimpse of the culture and natural beauty of the 
state that are otherwise inaccessible from the mainland.

Of all the cities in the state, Alappuzha, earlier known as Alleppey, is 
especially known as the ‘Venice of the East’. It is located on the Lac-
cadive Sea in the southern Indian state. With a network of lagoons, 
rivers, canals and lakes, it is definitely the best canal city in India. The 
Vembanad backwater located in the city is also one of its most 

Top: Canals across Stockholm, Sweden;

Left: Illustration of a houseboat in Alleppey in Kerala, India



10 Vol 10, Issue 9, Touriosity Travelmag, February 2022

member that no motor vehicles are allowed inside the old town and 
all you get to see are bicyclists, horse-drawn carriages and pedestri-
ans. Along the canals you catch glimpses of tourists enjoying a boat 
ride. Horse-drawn carts can be hired for a romantic trip around the 
old town. One can also rent a bicycle to move around the city. There 
are a number of bicycle rental companies to choose from. 

Bruges is famous for its lace making. Belgium is also known for its 
beer, chocolates and fries. Shops selling these line the cobbled lanes 
and those interested in them can also go for buying some or even 
window shopping.

One interesting fact about the city is that it is often said to be 
haunted. There are a number of ghost legends associated with the 
Medieval city. One can also take a Ghost tour. 

Ghent, Belgium

Ghent, the capital of East Flanders Province of the Flanders region, is 
the second most populous Belgian city after Antwerp and the fourth 
largest by area after Brussels, Liège and Antwerp. The historical 
city dates back to 630 AD, when St. Amandus chose the site of the 
confluence of the two rivers, Leie and Scheidt, to construct an abbey. 
It has hence been traditionally an important port city and a major 

famous destinations. With an area of more than 2,030 sq.km, it 
is the largest lake in Kerala. 

Bruges, Belgium

Bruges, designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site, is one 
of the most postcard perfect destinations of Flanders region of 
Belgium. It is a cosmopolitan city that still maintains a fairy-tale 
look. Being here is like travelling back in time. Its sprawling 
medieval centre is known for its network of beautiful canals, 
cobblestone lanes, splendid market squares, lush green parks 
and centuries-old fortifications from the medieval period on both 
sides. People of Bruges go an extra mile to welcome tourists; no 
wonder the city is regarded as one of the friendliest cities in the 
world. 

The city’s canals date back to 1128 AD and, like veins, connect 
all major parts of the city. They pass by the homes, medieval 
city, churches and gardens before finally meeting the North Sea. 
Historically, the canals have played a very important role in the 
economic development of the city during the Middle Ages. A 
canal tour, therefore, is the best way of seeing the beauty of the 
city. It is available from multiple locations in the city and lasts 
for about 30 minutes. Such tours take tourists on ride across 
the town’s various canals, many of which are far away from 
the streets and provide a different view to the town including a 
chance to see many of the town’s medieval gates.

Canals in Bruges are called Reie (after the name of the river 
on which the city was originally built) and there are several of 
them. There are 80 prominent bridges crossing them. Some of 
the most beautiful canals are Augustijnenrei, Gouden-Handrei, 
Groenerei, Coupure and Djiver. The Groenerei (meaning green 
canal) is regarded as the most romantic canal in Bruges.

Bruges is an ideal destination for backpackers. There are buses 
available from the station for travellers with wheeled suitcases 
that are difficult to carry on uneven cobbled roads. One must re-
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Bangkok, Thailand

Bangkok is located on the delta of the 
Chao Phraya River. While the Thai capital 
city is known for a host of other attractions, 
very few people are aware of the impor-
tance and heritage of its canal system. It 
is one of Asia’s oldest canal city. The lives 
of local farmers and fishermen still largely 
revolve round the city’s canals and elevated 
walkways. Today there are close to 1,700 
canals (locally referred to as ‘khlong’) in the 

Across page:

Sint-Janshospital on the bank of a canal in Bruges 

and other canals and boat cruises;

Top:

Canals, beutiful bridges and medieval architec-

ture in Ghent, Belgium;

Below:

An artist’s impression of the canals, bridges and  

Chinese Pagoda in Suzhou in China.

Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, 
China

From European cities we now move to the 
Orient. The historic Chinese city of Suzhou 
is known for its dream-like gardens and 
beautiful canals and is often referred to as 
the ‘Venice of the Orient’. The city is home 
to a network of about 15 canals located 
close to the 1200-miles-long Grand Canal 
of China (built between 581 and 618 AD). 
The latter has the distinction of being the 
longest man-made waterway in the world. 

Located in the centre of the Yangtze 
Delta, the city of Suzhou has stunning 
architecture and has been designated as 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The city is 
more than 2,500 years old and provides 
a glimpse of ancient Chinese culture. It is 
easy to reach by a 30-minute bullet train 
ride from Shanghai. Visitors can take a boat 
ride to get a up-close view of ancient stone 
houses, beautiful pagodas and gardens. 

trading centre in this part of the world. 

The history of Ghent goes back to the 
Stone Age. From the 11th to 16th century 
AD Ghent was one of the most important 
cities of Europe. In the 13th century it was 
the second largest European city only after 
Paris. Today it does not even feature in the 
first 200 big cities of Europe and the entire 
city is pretty walk-able. It has a historic 
centre where many of the building date 
from the beginning of the millennium. The 
quaint canals are crossed by spectacular 
bridges and are lined on both sides by very 
old brick buildings. There are innumerable 
medieval structures dotting the city. 

A walk through the canal-side and other 
roads of the city takes one across history of 
the city over the next 1400 years. There is a 
spectacular medieval castle surrounded by 
a moat, an imposing cathedral, a beautiful 
belfry and 3 beguinages. Because unlike 
most European cities Ghent did not suffer 
any major ravages or bombings during the 
First and Second World Wars, most of 
its medieval buildings 
still remain intact and 
present a treat to the 
eyes. One can also 
take a boat ride along 
the canals to view the 
Medieval part of the 
city.
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street food options, the Khao San Road, 
shopping Malls and so on. River cruises 
in Bangkok are also popular.

Tigre, Argentina

Located north of Greater Buenos Aires, 
Tigre is an important tourist and week-
end attraction on the Paraná Delta in 
Argentina. It is an important waterway 
entry into South America. On the other 
side of the river in Tigre is Uruguay, but 
it is too far away for anyone to be able 
to have a glimpse of it. 

The place was named after tigers 
because in the past this particular place 
was known for hunting of tigers. It was 
also later known for its fruit imports and 
markets. But nothing in Tigre is reminis-
cent of those hunting or trading days, 
today it is known mainly for tourism. 

At Tigre visitors can take vintage ma-
hogany boats or even a catamaran for 
a ride along the canals, and the Luján 
and Sarmiento Rivers. During the trip 
one can see English-style rowing clubs, 
luxurious marinas, humble dwellings 
and nice houses of ‘Belle Époque’ style, 
such as the Tigre Club. There are also 
many lodges, restaurants, teahouses and 
charming picnic sites. 

Being just a short train ride away, it is a 
popular place for the inhabitants of Bue-
nos Aires for spending their weekends 
away from the rush and traffic of the 
big city.

Top:

A typical waterbody in Thai capital city of Bangkok 

with a temple in the background;

Left:

An artist’s impression of Tigre in Argentina.

seeing must opt for Khlong Saen Saeb.

The floating markets, with a number of local 
merchandises being sold by the locals from 
their boats, are a significant attraction of the 
Bangkok waterways. This is an experience not 
to be missed while in the city. 

Some of Bangkok’s famous floating markets 
are Damnoen Saduak (local shopping), Am-
phawa (local seafood), Taling Chan (massag-
es), Khlong Lat Mayom (food and more), Lam 
Phaya (home cooked food), Bang Phli (oldest 
floating market) and Bang Nam Pheung (Thai 
food).

Apart from its canals, Bangkok has many 
other attractions, It is especially known for its 
temples (Wat Pho, Wat Arun, Wat Traimit and 
Wat Suthat), the Grand Palace, a variety of 

city with a total length of more than 2,700 
kms. These waterways have earned the Thai 
capital the name of ‘Venice of the East’. 

Canals have been present in the city of Bang-
kok since the 18th century, the first being 
built for the purpose of protection of its bor-
der. In the 19th century the canal system was 
expanded rapidly for irrigation, transport and 
flood drainage purposes. However, in course 
of the centuries many of them were drained 
due to the risk of cholera. But even today, 
many of the city’s canals play an important 
role in transportation across the country. 

The main canal in Bangkok is the 18-km-long 
Khlong Saen Saeb which lies close to impor-
tant historical places and shopping centers. 
Those who want to take a boat ride for sight-
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Birmingham, England

Birmingham’s biggest claim to fame 
is that it was the first manufacturing 
town in the world. It is the second most 
populous city in England after London. 
But the city has a rather quaint side 
also. Birmingham’s canal system once 
covered a distance of almost 174 miles, 
but today it stretches up to 100 miles 
which constitutes the Birmingham 
Canal Navigations (BCN). The city is said 
to have more canals than Venice and 
these navigable waterways system is 
also one of its biggest attractions. Some 
important canals in the city are the 
Grand Union Canal, Worcester Canal, 
Birmingham Canal, Stourbridge Canal 
and Stratford Canal.

During the Victorian era Birmingham 
was known as the ‘City of a 1000 
Trades’ and also as the ‘Workshop of 
the World’. It was the heart of the in-
dustrial revolution that swept across the 
United Kingdom. Digging up of its first 
canal (starting from 1769) was pretty 
much part of this industrial revolution. 
This first canal of Birmingham con-
nected it with Wednesbury town and 
was meant for transportation of goods 
and materials like coal and iron from 
Birmingham and the Black Country to 
other towns and cities. 

The canals of Birmingham pass through 
many important parts of the city like the 
Town Hall, the Arena Birmingham and 
the Brindley Place. There are waterbuses 
plying on these canals and a cruise 
through the waterways brings to visitors 
unparalleled views of the city. This canal 
tour must not be missed by visitors dur-
ing their visit to the city.

Annecy, France

Annecy is also often referred to as the 
‘Venice of the Alps’. This dreamy Alpine 
town is named after the Annecy Lake 
and is located at the place where the 
lake meets the Thiou River. The Annecy 
Lake is said to be one of the cleanest 

lakes in the world. Apart from the river, there are three canals cutting through the beautiful 
town. 

Annecy’s greatest claim to fame is the view of its pastel coloured houses with colourful 
facades and the cobbled streets that skirt the borders of the famed canals. Also crossing the 
canals are beautiful bridges that look like the ones from illustrations on books of fairy tales. 
The Old Town, surrounded by greenish waters of the canals, is as picturesque as one can 
dream of. 

The town of Annecy also abodes the imposing Château d’Annecy that was once the home 
of the Counts of Geneva. One also finds here the 12th century Palais de l’Ile located on the 
bank of the Canal du Thiou. The castle has been renovated to add to the sheer beauty of 
the town.

The origin of these waterways in Birmingham was for help in transportation of good for the 
purpose of trade for the locals. Canals were also dug to protect the city. But today, there 
has been a sharp rise in tourism centred round the beautiful canals and an alpine lake of 
Annecy. There are several cozy restaurants and bars by the side of the canals. The Jardin 
de l’Europe located between the Thiou River and the Canal du Vassé is quite popular for 
picnics.
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Venice, Italy

Venice is one of the most visited tourist destinations around the 
world. It is not only crowded by visitors from all around, but also 
frequented by film makers who come here to capture a glimpse 
of the city in their movies. Naturally, Venice is crowded all the 
year round. 

The unique city of Venice is situated on a group of 118 islands 
separated by about 170 canals. The islands of Venice are con-
nected by about 400 foot bridges. While there are other cities 
that surpass it in the number of canals or bridges, no city in the 
world can truly compete with it in beauty and splendor of archi-
tecture. The local culture and vibes that surrounds this city is also 
distinct from that in any other canal city. Hence, it wouldn’t be 
wrong to conclude that Venice is one of the most beautiful cities 
in the world. No wonder that under normal situations, the city 
receives footfalls of more than 50,000 visitors every day.

Venice has the distinction of being the largest vehicle-free city 
in Europe. Gondolas, a type of traditional rowing boat, are the 
main mode of transportation in this city. A visit to Venice can 
never be complete without a ride on the gondola.

Of all the canals the 3.8-km-long Grand Canal is the main 
waterway in Venice and most of the city’s traffic passes through 
this canal. It has a width varying between 30 to 90 metres and 
an average depth of 5 metres. One end of the canal leads to the 
lagoon near the Santa Lucia railway station while the other end 
joins the basin at San Marco. It is believed to follow the course 
of an ancient river in Venice. The Grand Canal is lined on both 
sides by beautiful buildings most of which date back from the 

13th to the 18th centuries. Most of these were built as palaz-
zos for the opulent Venetian nobility. Some of the buildings are 
prominent landmarks and tourist attractions today. Some have 
been converted into museums. There are also a host of churches 
along its bank. The canal is also the venue of the annual histori-
cal Regatta. 

A gondola cruise through Grand Canal is very popular. The 
scenic view one is presented with during such ride includes 
glimpses of beautiful old palazzos and historical buildings. Dur-
ing the cruise visitors also pass under four bridges including the 
very old Ponte di Rialto or the Rialto Bridge dating from 1173 
AD. The other three bridges are Ponte Degli Scalzi, the Ponte 
dell’Accademia and the Ponte della Constituzione. 

Of all the four bridges spanning the Grand Canal in Venice the 
Rialto Bridge is the oldest one. It was built in 1591 to replace 
a wooden bridge dating back to 1173 at the same site that 
had collapsed in 1524. When the plan to design a new bridge 
here came up, some of the best architects in history, including 
Michelangelo and Palladio, offered their designs but the design 
submitted by Antonio da Ponte was accepted. Many architects 
were skeptical of his plans and predicted failure of the bridge. 
But he succeeded in proving his metiere. The bridge is built of 
stone and is aesthetically very appealing. No wonder millions of 
tourists from all across the globe flock here to see it amidst the 
other sights and sounds of the city of Venice. 

Talking of bridges, another bridge to see in Venice is the Bridge 
of Sighs on the narrow canal of Rio di Palazzo. Also called Ponte 
dei Sospiri in Italian, this is the bridge of final sigh of prisoners. 
Made of white limestone, the bridge has windows with stone 
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1. The Ponte di Rialto or the very famous Rialto Bridge dating 

from 1173 AD over the Grand Canal;

2. Tourists on a gondola on the Grand Canal. In the back-

ground is the Basilica di Santa Maria della Salute;

3. A gondola approaching a beautiful bridge on a very narrow 

canal in Venice;

4. A pair of gondolas waiting to be hired; 

5. Common view across the narrower canals across Venice.
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bars and connects the New Prison to the interrogation rooms in the 
Doge’s Palace. Built in 1600 with the design of Antonio Contino this 
bridge shot to fame as it was from here that convicts could see the 
city of Venice one last time before being imprisoned in dark cells. 
However, there is a lot of controversy as to the veracity of the leg-
end, but nevertheless it makes this bridge an attraction to watch out 
for while visiting the city.

One big cause of concern for the city of Venice is that due to the 
rise in sea-level caused by climate change, the city has become very 
prone to flooding. The water level in Venice has risen more than five 
inches in general in the last century. 
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Cape Coral, Florida, U.S

This city in Florida is known for its 400 mile long 
waterfront (consisting of more than 1,50,000 
canals), longer than the canal system of any other 
city in the world. Cape Coral has both freshwater 
and saltwater lakes. The 400 mile long man-made 
canals of Cape Coral were dug in the 1970s for 
irrigation and for protecting the city from flood. 
The city has earned the nickname of ‘Waterfront 
Wonderland’ and is known for its Gulf Coast 
beaches, verdant golf courses, the Yacht Club 
Community Park, the Four Freedoms Park and 
the Sun Splash Family Waterpark. There are many 
waterfront restaurants in Cape Coral where one 
can have good food. 

Giethoorn, Netherlands

This is a picturesque canal village in De Wieden nature pre-
serve of the Overijssel province of Netherlands. Historically, 
the village was a swampy marshland; so in the 12th century 
the farmers dug canals to transport their goods. Today the 
village is crisscrossed by canals (measuring four miles in total) 
and the land is connected by 180 small bridges. The village 
doesn’t have vehicular roads and sailing on boats, cycling and 
walking are the only ways of getting around. Intrestingly, 
swimming on the canals is not banned. So you can actually 
travel by swimming too. There are footpaths, bicycle trails 
and idyllic thatched-roof houses dating back few centuries. 

There are footpaths, bicycle trails and idyllic thatched-roof 
houses dating back few centuries in some cases. The boats 
in Giethoorn are installed with silent electric motors mak-
ing them noiseless as well as pollution free. Hence they are 
known as ‘whisper boats’.

Can Tho, Vietnam

This Vietnamese city is located in the Mekong 
Delta in southern Vietnam, in the middle of a 
network of canals and rivers. The total length 
of waterways in the city is about 1,157 km. The 
biggest branch of Mekong River, the Hau River 
passes through the Northern part of the city.

A big attraction of Can Tho is its floating mar-
kets. The Cai Rang floating market is the largest 
and most popular of all floating market in the 
city. Local merchants riding on their boats down 
the river sell a variety of items. Taking a tour of 
the floating markets is a great cultural experi-
ence as well as a good chance to buy local items 
at reasonable prices. The best place to start a 
boat trip is the Ninh Kieu Waterfront area.
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1. Dograma, a dish consisting 

of lamb, bread, green onion, 

fresh tomatoes, water, salt and 

pepper;

2. Adana Kebab - meat in a 

wrap with vegetables and a tasty 

sauce;

3. Manty - the Turkmen-style 

dumplings;

4. Kakmach (meat in sauce) 

served with chips; 

5. Samsa, somewhat like the 

Indian samosa;

6. Plov on the road.
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Oman is a country in the Middle East on 
the coast of the Arabian Peninsula and on 
the mouth of the Persian Gulf. Officially 
known as the Sultanate of Oman, the 
country shares land borders with Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE and Yemen and maritime borders 
with Pakistan and Iran. Oman is also known 
for its beautiful emerald blue beaches. 

Muscat 

Muscat, the capital city, is a kaleidoscopic 
mixture of the old and the new. The city 
is a great place for adventure lovers and 
culture fanatics.

In the new part of Muscat the important 

attractions are the Royal Opera House 
(the first in this part of the world), the 
Grand Mosque, numerous shopping malls, 
museums and the Qurum Beach. The Royal 
Opera and the Grand Mosque are named 
after Sultan Qubus, the ruler of the country 
since the 1970s. The Opera House is the 
ultimate destination in the entire country 
for art, culture and music. The complex has 
a manicured garden and houses a theatre, 
an Art centre, an Auditorium and cultural 
market. 

In the old part of Muscat are the souqs, the 
Old Town, Bait Al Zubair Museum, Mutrah 
Fort, Al Mirani Fort and Al Jalali Fort. The 
Bait Al Zubair is a private museum exhibit-

ing relics from Oman’s Military, social and 
cultural history. It has a huge collection of 
weapons, jewellery, costumes and house-
hold items that provide visitors a glimpse 
into Omani way of life in the past. The 
Mutrah Souq is one of the oldest market 
complexes in the Arab world. The Al Mirani 
Fort and Al Jalali Fort were built by the Por-
tuguese in the 16th century. They look out 

1. The Sultan Qaboos Mosque in Muscat; 

2. Dunes of the desert in Oman;

3. A herd of camels in Salalah;

4. The coastal town of Mirbat;

5. Wadi Bani Khalid near Muscat;

6. Al Jalali Fort in Muscat;

7. The Bait Al Zubair Museum.
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to the Gulf of Oman and were intended 
to guard the Port of Muscat against attack 
by the Ottoman forces. Both these forts 
have interesting history and were instru-
mental in the fall of the Portuguese in 
Oman. Mutrah Fort was also built by the 
Portuguese in 1580 on a narrow rocky hill. 
It overlooks the sea and is located close 
to the Mutrah Souq. Other attractions in 
Muscat are the Amouage Perfumery, the 
Grand Mall and City Centre. 

Outside the city of Muscat the Yiti Beach 
covered in cliffs and rocky edges is popular 
as a camping spot. Wadi Bani Khalid, 
located 2.5 km from the city is a desert 
paradise with emerald lagoons, rocky 
cliffs and breath-taking view of the Hajar 
Mountains. 

Another popular attraction near Mus-
cat is the Mutrah Corniche, a 3km-long 
promenade along the waterfront lined 
with restaurants, cafes and shops. From 
the corniche one can view the Oman 
Port, Portuguese Watch Towers and the 
beautiful formations of the rocky Hajar 
Mountain. It is a great place to watch the 
sunset.

Nizwa

Nizwa, the ancient capital of Oman lies 
160 km from Muscat in a mountainous 
area. It is home to the Fort Nizwa which 
also houses a museum that educates the 
visitors about the ancient capital city and 
the Aflaj, the local irrigation system used 
traditionally in date plantation. Nearby the 
fort there are a couple of souqs or tradi-
tional Arabian markets. Nizwa was once 
the centre of trade, art, culture, religion 
and learning.

Salalah

Salalah is another beautiful city of Oman 
that is known for its splendid beaches, 
lush greenery, rich history and culture. It 
is also home to the Sultan of Oman. The 
town is located on the coast of the Ara-
bian Sea and is a great place to savour a 
variety of seafood. The town has beautiful 
mosques, museums, fort and souqs. Some 
of Salalah’s main attractions are the 19th 
century Taqah Castle, Marneef Cave (a 
large rocky structure facing the mountains 
and not technically a cave as it does not 
have an opening), the beautiful Sultan 

Qaboos Mosque, the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Sumhuram Archaeologi-
cal Park, the lush green valley of Wadi 
Darbat with a river cutting through it and 
the picturesque Mughsail Beach with clear 
blue waters and white sand surrounded 
by beautiful cliffs. The ancient port of 
Sumhuram located near Salalah was an 
important trading port some 2000 years 
back. Today the archaeological site pro-
vides visitors glimpses of the bygone days.

Mirbat

About 75 km from Salalah is the fishing 
town of Mirbat that was the site of the 
Battle of Mirbat in 1972 between com-
munist guerrillas and the Sultan of Oman’s 
army. It is a great place to see mud-brick 
houses that lie in a dilapidated state now. 
The main attraction in the coastal town is 
the Mirbat Castle.

Al Hamra

Another important place to visit if you are 
interested in seeing old mud-brick houses 
is the Al Hamra town. It is a 400 yrs old 
town in the northeastern part of Oman.
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Oman is known for beautiful mosques, 
wadis, dhows or the traditional sailing ships, 
Al Buraimi semi-desert plains, its terraced 
orchards in Jabel Al Akhdar Mountain and 
the ornate ancient adobe fortresses like Fort 
Nahl, Nizwa Fort, For Sur and Fort Bahla. 
The 5000-years-old ancient Aflaj Irrigation 
System can still be seen in places like Dakh-
iliyah, Sharqiyah and Batinah. The country 
is home to Al Said, the world’s third-largest 
yacht, which is owned by the Sultan.

Oman has diverse flora and fauna, pro-

tected by nature reserves and sanctuaries. 
Majlis Al Jinn is one of the largest cave 
chambers in the world. The country is also a 
great destination for snorkelling due to the 
presence of colourful coral reefs. 

In sharp contrast with other Middle Eastern 
countries, the cities of Oman are not filled 
with skyscrapers. The country that has 
been historically into seafaring, trading 
and exploration has maintained its culture, 
traditions and heritage and glimpses of the 
same are visible everywhere you go. The 

capital city of Muscat and other desert oasis 
towns still retain old architecture in most 
places. The age-old traditions blend seam-
lessly with modern-day living in Oman, and 
one is amazed at the beautiful co-existence 

1. Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque in Muscat; 

2. Inside the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque;

3. The Mughsail Beach;

4. The Al Hamra village;

5. The beautful Al Mirani Fort;

6. The Mutrah Corniche after dark;

7. The Nizwa Fort.
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The festival is also famous for fireworks.

Dolphin watching

Muscat is surrounded by mountains on one 
side and the Gulf of Oman on the other. Its 
water is blessed with a plethora of fascinating 
marine creatures, the dolphin being one of 
them. Muscat is a great place to go for dolphin 
watching between October and May. 

What to eat

Muscat is also a great place for foodies and 
has varieties of options starting from inexpen-
sive street foods to fine dining restaurants. 
Traditional food items here make use of a wide 

of the old with the new. 

Muscat Festival 

Oman is one of the oldest countries in the Mid-
dle East and has a strong culture and history. 
Since 1998 the month-long Muscat Festival has 
been generally taking place in January and Feb-
ruary, but the time changes every year and one 
needs to look up the exact timing for a year. 
The venue is generally the heritage village in Al 
Qurm Natural Park. Annually almost 1,00,000 
people visit the festival and it gets quite 
crowded. The Muscat Festival is a great time to 
experience Omani culture, music, other enter-
tainment, food and sports and interact with the 
locals or buy Omani jewelry or other local stuff. 

range of spices and meaty dishes 
are served with a variety sauces 
and salads. However Omani food 
is less spicy than food in most 
other Middle Eastern countries. 
The most popular Omani and 
other regional foods to try here 
are the Falafel (a crispy fried 
snack item), Shawarma (minced 
pieces of grilled chicken, lamb or 
beef mixed with salad, mayon-
naise and tahini and wrapped in 
pita bread), Mishkak (grilled piec-
es of marinated chicken, meat or 
beef on a stick like kebabs served 
with tamarind chutney), Kebabs 
(skewered pieces of chicken or 
other meat mixed with various 
spices and then grilled on a 
stick), Khubz ragag or the Omani 
bread (with various stuffings or 
toppings)that is often served 
with Omani Karak Chai or the 
local strong tea, Maldouf (date 
flatbreads), Mushaltat (a soft flat-
bread stuffed with honey, meat, 
spinach and cheese), Majboos or 
Kabsa (Middle Eastern version of 
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if you are visiting during the Ramadan time, 
eating, drinking, smoking, playing loud 
music, or dancing in public places before 
sunset is forbidden and punishable offence.

one pot rice dish that is similar to Biryani), 
Halwa (a sticky dessert made from sugar, 
honey, eggs, dates and other spices and 
flavours), Laban (a drink made by blending 
yoghurt and buttermilk) and so on.

Travel Tips

Oman is a rather safe country to travel. 
Being a Muslim country, dressing, especially 
for women is conservative. Women should 
wear loose covered clothing and avoid 
skin revealing attire at all times. Shorts and 
sleeveless shirts/tops are banned for both 
men and women in public places. Further, 

1. The Taqah Castle in Salalah; 

2. Unusul Rock formations;

3. Local pottery for sale outside the Nizwa Fort;

4. The Bahla Fort;

5. Jabreen Castle gate;

6. Sumhuram Archaeological Park near Salalah;

7. Old dwelling in Oman;

8. The Nakhal Fort;

9. Labne Plate and Breads;

10. Omani Stuffed Bread.
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Your wishes will be very intense and will demand their immediate fulfilment.  If you’re in a relationship, work out what you’re going 
to do and how you’re going to do the same. If you’re single, you may have to put romance aside while you work towards something 
important. 

Places to visit: Moscow - Home to the mighty Kremlin, legendary Red Square and iconic St Basil’s Cathedral, Moscow is the political 
and cultural heart of the country. 

Nettukuppam Beach in Tamil Nadu – It is the perfect spot for you where you can spend some time close to nature. 

Favorable Dates: Mar  4, 8, 13, 17, 22, 26                      Favorable Colors: Red & Grey

You may develop new attributes, adding them to your operating style by giving form and method to latent abilities. There may be 
romance that comes through friendships or social contacts. Refresh and reinvigorate your relationship with loved ones. 

Places to visit: Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia -The beautiful skyline, adorned by Menara KL Tower and Petronas Tower, is a must-see. 
The Perdana Lake Gardens is another great sight.

Kaziranga - From wildlife photographers to travel enthusiasts, Kaziranga National Park is the lifetime aim to witness, to capture the 
different poses of one-horned rhinoceros.

Favorable Dates: Mar 1, 4, 10, 13, 19, 22                      Favorable Colors: Blue & Yellow

You can get ahead with your projects and ambitions on the condition that you get involved, struggle and fight. New knowledge com-
bined with a good orderly approach and effective health routines will see you flourish.

Places to visit: Edinburgh Castle: It is a true icon of Scotland and has dominated the skyline of the capital for centuries. Unusually, it’s 
set atop of an extinct volcano.

Shillong - It is famous for its spectacular beauty. Popularly known as the ‘Scotland of the East’ as it resembles the Scottish lands, 
Shillong’s landscape has to be seen to be believed

Favorable Dates: Mar 2, 5, 10, 14, 19, 23                         Favorable Colors: Blue & White

You may discover new things about who you are through realization or revelation.You may take up new forms of creative expression 
while others may find that psychic or intuitive skills develop. 

Places to visit: Black Sea Coast - Warm climate, miles of sand beaches, ancient monuments, vineyards and modern resorts invite 
travellers to seriously consider Romania’s Black Sea Coast as their vacation destination.

Tezpur - Tezpur literally means “The Town of Blood” is the “Cultural Capital of Assam” provides loads of magnificent tourist attrac-
tions and Chitralekha Udyan is one of these stunning tourist destinations. 

Favorable Dates: Mar  2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23                       Favorable Colors: White & Green

You will be able to advance your situation through good planning and the cooperation of others. The development of a close knit 
community or family group may contribute. Your powers of concentration may slip for a time as you focus on your inner state. 

Places to visit: Munich - Explore the Romantic Road Running 400km from Wurzburg to Fussen in the south, this scenic road trip route 
is lined with some of the best places to visit in Germany.

Hampi - Famous for its massive, beautifully carved temples, especially the Virupaksha Temple, dedicated to the patron deity of the 
empire.

Favorable Dates: Mar  4, 7, 13, 16, 22, 25                       Favorable Colors: Yellow & Red

You may need to make a new start, either emotionally or with how you see or present yourself. The need for this may come from 
unexpected developments or plans that have gone astray.

Places to visit: The Matterhorn – Switzerland’s iconic pointed peak. At the foot of this mighty peak, lies the charming village of 
Zermatt, a top international resort with horse-drawn carriage rides, quaint chalets, and world-class restaurants and hotels. 

Daranghati Sanctuary - Located 150 kms from Shimla, it, is one of the most important tourist attractions. It was a hunting reserve 
in the past for Rampur Bushahr royal family.

Favorable Dates: Mar  4, 5, 11, 16, 20, 24                          Favorable Colors: Green & Red
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New ideas will come for some and there will be new ways of communicating and thinking. Education may 
play a role for some, taking you in new and different directions. You’ll go through a period in which keep-
ing your health will depend a lot on your emotional status and a balanced lifestyle.

Places to visit: Burj Khalifa in Dubai: The glorious tower is one of the most prominent attractions in all of the 
Middle-East. It displays exceptional work of art.

Summer hills in Simla offers spectacular views of the valley and the greenery around. The hill is a part of a cluster 
of seven hills, which form Shimla and hence you are sure to have breathtaking sights from the top.

Favorable Dates: Mar  2, 3, 11, 12, 20, 21                         Favorable Colors: Blue & Red

New people and opportunities will open the doors that you’ve been knocking at for some time and  you could 
really sail ahead. Good fortune may come from proper attention to domestic matters. 

Places to visit: Jungfraujoch - The Top of Europe - One of the most popular experiences in the beautiful Bernese 
Oberland is the train journey to Jungfraujoch, the “Top of Europe”, with an observation terrace and scientific 
observatory perched at 3,454 meters.  

Chitralekha Udyan, Tezpur -- With various exciting and amusement activities tourists can enjoy rowing and 
paddling opportunity with many more water sports.

Favorable Dates: Mar  2, 6, 11, 15, 20, 24                       Favorable Colors: Blue & Yellow

You may go through a period of revision with regard to your hopes and wishes. You may need to freshen 
up your ideas and someone with an unusual perspective may be of assistance. 

Places to visit: Rila National Park in Romania - This is a wonderful sanctuary, containing mountains and a 
variety of interesting animals and plants. You’ll find eagles, deer, goats, bats, and owls and other species of 
wildlife. 

The Gateway of India is the most popular tourist attraction in Mumbai and also one of the most visited places 
in the city. 

Favorable Dates: Mar  2, 5, 11, 14, 20, 23                      Favorable Colors: Grey & Red

The important issue with career development is to keep a clear sense of method and sequence in what you 
do. There may be opportunities all of a sudden or unexpected nature. There may be a split or separation af-
fecting business matters or connections. 

Places to visit: Nagarkot : It is known for offering mesmerizing Himalayan views. Visiting this place to enjoy the 
magnificent views of the sunrise is loved by tourists.

Sambalpur, the land rich in culture and natural beauty in Odisha, it has some of the best gifts of nature thanks 
to the lush forests and picturesque waterfalls.

Favorable Dates: Mar  4, 8, 13, 17, 22, 26                         Favorable Colors: Red & Yellow

This would be a prosperous month and it will bring financial worries to an end. You will discover new po-
tentials, skills and experiences that reveal different sides of you. The month end will bring peace with former 
adversaries. 

Places to visit: Lourdes in France – It draws people worldwide for the “healing” waters that have made Lourdes 
an enthusiastic place for believers and tourists alike.

Nagarahole National Park - It belongs to the Kodagu district of Karnataka. It is a home for great wilderness, the 
most popular attraction in this national park is spotting the elephants and other animals.

Favorable Dates: Mar  2, 8, 11, 17, 20, 26                    Favorable Colors: Blue & White

This is a time to open to wider horizons and to study or learn whatever you need to set you on the upward 
road. Some may find new partnership in career. The advent of a new relationship could change the state your 
life’s direction. Single or committed, some may have to leave a lot behind in order to pursue something new.  

Places to visit: Tiger’s Nest Monastery in Bhutan - It is one of the most revered pilgrimages in the Himalayan 
province and one of the most visited tourists places in Bhutan. It showcases the country’s great traditional values. 

Mussoorie - Its green hills and varied fauna and flora make it a colourful and picturesque hill station, com-
manding a wonderful view of extensive Himalayan snow ranges .

Favorable Dates: Mar  4, 8, 16, 17, 22, 26                      Favorable Colors: Yellow & Purple

Manish Kumar
Arora is a 
renowned KP 
Astrologer, 
Numerologist, 
Tarot Reader and 
Vastu Consultant. 
He will be with 
Touriosity Travel-
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bring to our 
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predictions based 
on zodiac signs 
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emphasis on travel 
predictions. Our 
readers can plan 
their tours accord-
ingly. He can be 
reached at man-
ish@manishas-
trologer.com
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Yemen lies at the southernmost tip of 
Arabia and has historically been known as 
South Arabia (not to be confused with Saudi 
Arabia; the latter is named after the ‘Saud’ 
family that ruled over it). Yemen is bordered 
by Saudi Arabia on the north and by Oman 
on the northeast. It shares maritime borders 
with African nations of Somalia, Djibouti, 
Eritrea and Somaliland. 

Sana’a

The capital of Yemen and its largest city is 
Sana’a. Located near the Sarawat Moun-
tains, it is one of the highest capital cities in 
the world. The Old city is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The Great Mosque of Sana’a 
is one of the oldest in the Muslim world 
and was built during the lifetime of Prophet 
Mohammad. The Tower Houses of Sana’a 
are also big attractions. 

Dar Alhajar, a fortress built on stone, lo-
cated in Wadi Dhar, 15 km from Sana’a, is a 
popular attraction. It is a former royal palace 
that was built in the 1920s as a summer 
retreat for Yahya Muhammad Hamid ed-Din 
who ruled over Yemen from 1904 to 1948. 

Tarim

Tarim, a historic town in Wadi Hadhramaut, 

is flanked by vast rock cliffs on one side and 
surrounded by palm groves on the other. It 
is best known for its 365 mosques, one for 
each day of the year. Tarim’s skyline is dot-
ted with minarets. The most famous among 
the mosques is the al-Muhdar Mosque, 
named after the religious leader Omar al-
Muhdar who lived in the town in the 15th 
century. The minaret, the most prominent 
feature of Tarim, has been repeatedly 
renewed since the period of the Islamic mid-
dle ages. The current minaret, 50 metres tall 
and built of mud and brick, was added in 
the beginning of the 20th century.

Tarim has a library that houses 14,000 books 
and 3,000 ancient manuscripts. Many of the 
books are adorned with beautiful gold and 
colours in their pages. Taeim has historically 
been a very important scientific centre in 
the Islamic world, and the Shafa’i school of 
Sunni Islamic teaching. Al-Ahqaf Library was 
founded in 1972 to preserve the spiritual 

1. Al Mihdar Mosque in Tarim; 

2. Aynat village in Hadramawt;

3. Tomb of Ahmad Ibn Isa al-Muhajir in Had-

ramawt;

4,5. Examples of old mud brick buildings still in 

existence all over Yemen;

6. Whole goat and rice;

7. A typical market scene.
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heritage of the region’s Islamic 
teachers, and the books were gath-
ered from all over Hadramawt.

Aden

It is a seaport city and since 2015 it 
is the temporary capital of Yemen. 
It was an important point in the 
ancient Spice Route. This city has 
Biblical significance and the old 
centre of the city is located inside 
the crater of an extinct volcano. 

Walled city of Sa’dah, Ta’izz, UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site of Shi-
bam (Hadhramawt), garden city of 
Rawdha and Socotra archipelago 
are some other places to visit.

There are many 19th century 
palaces built by Javanese immi-
grants (some built by Sir Sayyid Bu 
Bakr Ibn Shaikh al-Kaf, who used 
some of the fortune his family had 
amassed in Singapore to build 

roads, palaces and mosques in Tarim). Some palaces have in-
teresting museums inside and are open to visitors. The rooms 
have decorated walls, ceilings and ornamented carved doors; 
they display artifacts that provide a glimpse of life in this part 
of the world in those times. 

Scattered all across Yemen are palaces abandoned two 
centuries back. These go to show that the country was the 
abode of affluent people a couple of centuries back. Not 
anymore. Camels are a common sight throughout Yemen 
and the animals are used for transport as well as food.

A road trip across Yemen presents one with absolutely 
breathtaking scenery. A wadi, which is a seasonal riverbed, 
is huge, with a flat fertile area surrounded by towering cliffs 
reminiscent of the Grand Canyon. Wadi Hadramawt is the 
largest wadi in the Arabian Peninsula and runs for 160kms 
west to east. Over 200,000 people eke a living from this 
fertile land, whose wheat is said to be the best!

Even today, the vast majority of the buildings in the wadi are 
made from mud bricks in a style unchanged for centuries. 
The tower houses are the invention of the Hadhramis, and 
all over the area one finds similar constructions. To make the 
mud bricks wet mud is mixed with straw for added strength 
and then spread out on the ground to dry in the sun. Bricks 

of different thickness are used for 
different storeys of buildings – 
thicker ones on the ground floor and 
thinner ones near the top.

In Yemen one can also have an 
experience of staying in a mud-brick 
hotel. Al Hawta Palace Hotel is the 
only first class hotel in the world to 
be built entirely of mud and clay, 
and its origins date back 150 years. 
As Yemen’s only Heritage Hotel, it 
is the best in the area, but is very 
expensive. The ground of the hotel 
is like a little oasis in the desert, with 
a swimming pool and lawns, trees, 
palms and beautiful flowering bou-
gainvillea, something that is so hard 
to come by in the rest of the country. 

Readers should note that due to the 
ongoing civil wars and political insta-
bility, Yemen is not safe to travel now.

Photos: Abandoned palatial houses across 

Yemen and their beautiful interior decor.
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